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CHAP. XL 



sroRT VII. 

A. NOT HER of the well-meaning 
courtiers, the eloquently melodious night- 
ingale of fpeech, on the rofe-bufti of this 
wonder-depiaing narrative, made to fing 
in thefe drains. 

In the widely cultivated region of 
Bengal, was a monarch in the perfection 
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of youth and vigour. In him outward 
beauty was mingled with internal ac- 
complifhments, and the eloquence of his 
oratory gave grace to the brilliancy of 
his wit. From his kindnefs, afFeftion 
was impreffed on the hearts of his 
friends, and from his wrath, terror on 
the minds of his enemies. He had 
taken to the nuptial couch a damfel of 
fourteen, whofe afpedt, like the moon at 
a fortnight old, flione in the fky of beau- 
ty 5 and regarding her (bciety as the 
relifh of life, he ftrove to obferve the 
rules of true love. From the ftores of 
her company he quaffed the wine of de- 
light, and from the exceflive intoxication 
of his pa^on, made his heart a facrifice 
to every ringlet of the infidel fide-locks 
of that magic-drawing idol. The artful 
princefs, from exceflive vanity in her 
beauty, conftantly behaved with coynefs, 
and kept him bound in obligation for 
her love-exciting fmiles. Out of cun- 
ning, magnifying the high importance of 

her 
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her own chaftity> fhe praftifed confum- 
mate art in the management of her il* 
luftrious hufband. 

The prince one day fitting in his 
chafte haram> looked over fome choice 
pi&ures, which had received the finifh of 
beauty from mafters of nice touch, and 
limners poiTefling the pencil of Mani. 
This idol, miftrefs of art, forcery-flcilled, 
was alfo feated by him. It happened 
that the portrait of a handfome young 
man appeared among others. The prin- 
cefs, the form of whofe perfon had been 
imprefled on the journal of exiftence in 
charaders of art and deceit, and whofe 
compofition was formed of the mixtures 
of diflimulation and the leaven of hy- 
pocrify, inftantly threw her veil over 
her face. The king upon this circum- 
ftance, being filled with furprize, faid, 
** In this palace, where no ftranger is 
*' prefent, and the admiflion of an un- 

A 2 ** entitled 
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** entitled * perfon cannot be fuppofed, 
** what can be the reafon for drawing 
** the veil over thy countenance ?" The 
cunning dame replied, " O Beloved of 
Egypt,** my bafhfulnefs arofe from 
the pidure of this ftranger, whofe 
gloting eyes you might fancy are on 
the gaze. Modefty feized the vefture 
of my heart, impulfively I hid my 
** face, and was not willing that even 
the femblance of a ftrange man's eye 
fliould prefent itfelf to mine.'* The 
king, on beholding the purity and chaf- 
tity of his wife, being pleafed beyond 
meafure, became entirely confident in 
her virtue, and his reliance on her fidelity 
and innocence, from one, grew to an 
hundred fold. 

When 

■ That is, without the degree of kindred ad- 
mitted to the women's apartments. 

^ A name given to the patriarch Jofeph in 
oriental poetry. 
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When fome time had pafled in this 
manner, the king one night, as ufual, 
was reclining on the pillow of repofe, 
but in a dozing manner with his eyes 
half clofed, and the gentle queen fitting 
on a corner of the bed. Suddenly, a 
tabby cat, having entered at the door, 
and made two or three fprings near the 
bed, rofe up in the form of a beautiful 
woman. The queen, pattern of virtue, 
having embraced her with great ardour, 
uttered many compliments, and feated 
her by her fide. Suppofing the king 
overcome with the fumes of fleep, with- 
out delay opening the lock of fpeech, 
flie enquired the reafbn of her coming ? 
The dame, after the manner of ambafla- 
dors, fliarpening the tongue of meflage, 
faid, " Thy fifter, after exprefling the 
*' ufual defire and afFedion, reprefents, 
" that to-night thy niece, quitting the 
" chamber of celibacy, will with good 
" luck and felicity be ufhered on the. 
*^ bridal throne. Though all there- 

A 3 " quifite* 
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*' quifites of feftmty have been pre- 
•' pared, and the affemblage of good 
*^ fortune with all aufpicioufnefe and 

joy has found a happy connexion ; 
' yet, without thy eftimable prefence, 

they can have no brilliancy, and all 
*' the ladies being defirous of thy for- 
**^ tunate interview, wait thy honouring 
<« arrival. 

VERSE. 

** The wine^ the muficians and flowers^ 
*' all are prepared \ but feftivity cannot 
•^ be had without wy belied — Whtre is my 
** beloved?*^ 

'* If, obferving your fbrmer kind- 
'^ nefs and ufual favour, you will bind 
'^ them in obligation, it will be highly 
^' acceptable; if you will illume the 
'* gloomy chamber of the wifhes of 
^' expedants with your mirth-conjoined 
** approach, it will be efteemed of im- 
*' portance. The youth alio, in the 

" bond 
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<^ bond of whofe loTC i$ the heart of the 
^' queen of the worldi and concerning the 
*' taming of which wild one of ^e foreft 
<^ of affeAion and reg^d, before this9 
^^ the hint was given^ has to-night fallen 
** into the fnare. The fparkling wine, 
** roiy^oloured, which gives the crioH 
^^ ion tinge to mirth, is eagw to be 
^^ poured out. The melodious gurgling, 
^^ like the nightingale, fits upon the 
<* chryflal branch." 

The angel-reiembling queen placed 
the finger of compliance on her eyes, and 
ihewing much delight and iatisfa<5lion, 
cxdumed, ^' Since a night which I have 
** fought for in a thoufand matin prayers 
" has arrived, the dawn of wakeful pro- 
*^ fperity has gleamed from the horizon 
*^ of my defires, and the garden of my 
*' friend's wifhes has received freihneis 
^* from the wavings of the gale of enjoy- 
ment i nergus like, ihould I haften on 
the foot of my eyes, it is allowable. 

A 4 ** Added 
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'^ Added to this, the attainment of the 
'^ aufpicious company of the glorious 
*^ youth, who has plundered the wealth 
*^ of my heart, and to whofe amber 
** locks my foul is captive, will be a 
^^ caufe of twofold happinefs. How 
*^ acceptable will it be for two objecfts 
to be attained by one fmile! With 
fuch happinefs and delight, God has( 
not blefled my lot with any evening 
equal to this, nor has night ever before 
*' affumed fuch a love-infpiring form, 
" on each dark lock of which thoufands 
*' of mufk-bags of Tartary are lavifhed, 
'^ It muft be this night which the 
^' retired name The night of Kudder.* 

As, 

* The night on which the Koraun is faid to have 
been brought from the higheft to the lowed heaven, 
from whence it was revealed in portions by Gabriel 
to Mahummud, The MulTulmauns have a fuper- 
ilitious belief, that the anniverfary of this night 
fpent in devotion is highly acceptable to God, and 
all requefts made in their prayers, if faithful, will 
be granted by heaven; but the divines are not 

agreed 
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'^ As, on account of the king*s fleep my 
*^ heart is at reft, I will by the aflift- 
ance of my wakeful fortune convey 
myfelf in the twinkling of an eye to 
the paradifiacal aflembly.'* Having 
faid this, fhe difmifled the meflenger. 

As the place to which the queen 
intended going was diftant fix hundred 
miles from the king's palace, he became 
involved in the depth of aftonifh- 
ment, and the treafurc of comprehenfion 
dropped from his hand, how this 
demon in angel's form, in one night's 
journey, could travel fuch a diftance 
beyond the reach of human ability, and 
how return. Even allowing that fhe 
could mount the charger of the weftem 
breeze, ftill it could not be conceived 
accomplifhable. At all events, refigning 
his foot to the path of difcovery of this 
myfterious bufinefs, and the develope- 

ment 

agreed as to the day of the month Ramazan in 
which the Koraun defcended. 
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ment of fuch a ftrange miracle^ he 
guarded his lunbs from motion^ and 
like one in found fleep began to fnore. 
The queen, from whofe hypocrify the 
devil himfclf would have run a journey 
of an hundred yeajrs> forthwith drefled 
herfelf in royal robes and princely orna- 
ments, and took uncommon pains in 
adjufting them. Then calling the vizi« 
cr's wife to her, they both togethcar 
tumbUng a little upon the carpet, became 
transformed into tabby cats, and leaping 
Ofut of the palace, haftened from the 
city. The king alfo, at the fame inftant, 
having rifen from the bed, followed the 
cats# 

In the environs of the city was a 
tree of wonderful fize and height, its 
foliage thick, and its branches as it were 
touching the iky, into which the two 
cats afcended. The king embracing the 
trunk, fixed his feet in the upper fibres 
of the root. All at once the tree began 

to 
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to lhake> and moving from its placOi 
mounted rapidly into the air ; then> in 
the twinkling of an eye^ becoming fixed 
again, ceafed from motion.** As the 
found of trumpets, drums, and flutes» 
no^ peached' the ears of the king, he 
fuppoied that the marriage-feaft and 
ai&mbly of joy was here prepared. 
Iiiftantly ({uitting the trunk of the tree» 
he retired to a little diftance. The two 
cats, having defcended, ran towards a 
city, and the king followed ; till at length 
they reached a palace, where all ranks 
were aflembled in numerous crowds. 
The cats went into the haram, and the 
king fat down in the afiembly on a 
corner of the carpet, where no one, from 
his being a ilranger,^ took notice of him. 
His attention was wholly bent towards 
the return of Ae. cats, left they ihould 

e(cape, 

^ This accouBt refembtet the trtniformatioiii 
aad maoner of travelling of oar northern witches, 
tho' rather more convenient and iafe than a broom* 
ftick. 
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cfcapc, he become a wanderer in a 
foreign country, and, on account of the 
want of conveyance or a guide, reach 
not again his own dominions. 

When half of the night had elapfed, 
a young man, bearing a wreath of flow- 
ers in a tray fet with jewels, entered the 
afTembly i for fuch was the ufage in that 
country, that they firft caft a garland of 
flowers over the fhoulders of the bride- 
groom, and then taking him into the 
private apartments, performed the mar- 
riage ceremony, and the ufual ihug- 
goon.* It happened that the bridegroom 
was deformed and ugly. The youth 
entrufted with the wreath, not thinking it 
fit to introduce fuch a misfhapen wretch 
into an afTembly of Hoories, and to feat 
him on the throne with the angel- 
formed bride, intended, that having 
chofen a handfome youth from the com- 
pany, 

• The word means confulting omens ; but in 
what manner done| I am ignorant of. 
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pany, he would throw the wreath upon 
his fhoulders, and, having introduced 
him into the angel-like aflembly, per- 
form the cuftoms of the fhuggoon and 
the ufual ceremonials. It happened 
that the elegant form and beautiful 
countenance of the king ftruck his view ; 
and, without hefitation, cafting the 
wreath upon him, he took him by the 
hand, and begged him to arife. The 
king, who from fear of the efcape of the 
cats, trembled like a moufe, regarding 
the wreath of flowers as a coil of blood- 
devouring fnakes, was confounded, and 
overwhelmed in the abyfs of aftonifh- 
ment. As, however, he had not power 
to refufe, remedilefs, having fubmitted 
his neck to the commands of fate, he 
arofe from the aflembly of fafety, and 
refigned his footfteps to the jaws of 
the crocodile, namely, entered the royal 
apartments. 

Here 



.Here he beheld z concoui^fc of 
Hoories and Peries met together; on 
CTcry fide heaps on heaps of the Nxiifc 
Teen and Nufterrun/ of the flowers. and 
flirubs of beauty Mooming, and fmilds 
and glances, like the leaves of the rofc 
in fpring, waving over the furface of 
Ae carpet. In (hort, they feated the 
young king on the throne of honour ; 

^ and, 

^ There is nothing more inexplicable to a tranfla* . 
lor of Perfic, than oriental fruits, trees, plants, 
and flowers, and the metaphors in which they arc 
involved. The Nergus, Nuficreen and NtrfterruH, 
feem CO be fynonymons; yet they ace fometimea 
diiSerently compared. The Nergus, which Me- 
mnfki and Richardfon tranflate Narciifiis, in me- 
taphor, is faid to he all eyes ; and the Sofnn, which 
they give as lily, all tongue. Till fuch time as 
fomc oriental traveller fhall give us eza^ -drawings 
and the native names of natural produAions, Euro- 
peans cannot poffibly taite the full beauty of oriental 
figures. In India, where I Itudied, it was In vain 
to aik explanation, as the tutor was as great a Gran- 
ger to the gardens and groves of Perfia as myfelf, 
though imagination of its juilnefs made him glow 
with rapture at what he could not comprehend* 
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and, according to the cuftom of the na- 
tives of Hindooftan, refembling para- 
dife, tied round his arms a wreath of 
pearls and jewels, like the chsin of the 
Pleiades. All the Hoori and Peri-like 
ladies formed a circle around him, as 
dufters of ftars round the moon. They 
now performed the fhuggoon and cufto- 
mary ceremonies, according to the rules 
and ufages of their tribes. 

The king, finking into the eddy of 
wonder at the artifices of the fky, fat in 
perfeft filence, but involuntarily gazed 
on the wifdom-difturbing charms of the 
renders of patience and judgment. In^ 
wardly did he give laud to the Defigner 
free from fraud or deceit, who, with an 
handful of duft and ibme drops of water, 
had formed fuch wonderful figures on 
the pages of exiftence. In this fituation, 
his eye fell on his own chafte wife, who 
in a retired part of the room, with the 
vizier's lady and ibme other rofe- cheeked 

dames. 
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dames, quafFed goblets of brilliandy 
.iparkling wine, and in the intoxication 
of the grape and the rapture of delight, 
clafped her lover in embrace, fhedding 
from her moift lips the life-giving frefh- 
nefs on his mouth. At length arifing, 
fhe advanced near, and looking at the 
king earneftly, faid to the vizier's lady, 
^^ The Eternal hath fo formed alike the 
countenance of this young man with 
that of the king, that you would fancy 
*^ he was my hufband." However, 
from the fumes of [intoxication, fhe did 
not perfeftly recognize him, and the 
great diftance of her own country was 
alfo the means of doubt and caufe of 
difbelief. Satisfied with this expreffion 
of wonder, fhe retired again towards the 
youth who was the fbvereign of her 
heart. 

The king, on hearing her exclama- 
tions, with all his valour and fortitude, 
from dread of his wife, had nearly 

quitted 
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tjuitted his mortal fr^me. Being at laft 
difiniiled from the private apartments, 
Ihe haftened-into the aflembly of the men» 
and emplpyed himfelf in thanldgivings 
16 flie divine preferver ; refolving, fhould 
he arrive fafeljr from this danger in hb 
town domituphs^ that he would without 
^efitatipn or deiay difpatch his wife to 
the pit of the lower regions. When the 
blufh of earlieft dawn had appeared, the 
two cats having come from within, paf- 
fed fwiftly by, and the king haftily fol- 
lowed them. As before, by means of 
the magical tree, he reached the envi- 
rons of his own capital; and, with the 
utmoft fpeed having gained his palace 
before the arrival of the lightly-minded 
cats, afieded to flumber on his bed : on 
which, foon after, the queen alfo lay 
down towards the edge. 

When the gleams of day were fhed 

abroad, and the rofes of morning waved 

on the branches of the horizon, the 

VOL. II. B vicious 
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vicious wife employed herfelf in the 
ufual houfehold afFairs i but fleep over- 
powered the king, as the fatigue of being 
awake all night and the ftretch of watch- 
fidnefs on the proceedings of the cats, 
had wearied him out. From the neg- 
left of proper precaution and forefight, 
which are incumbent on the wife, the 
chain of pearls remained upon his filver- 
like arm; and when his eye unclofed 
from fleep, from heedlefsnefs (that ene- 
my to man) he did not think of conceal- 
ing it. Accidentally the queen's eye fell 
upon it, and the guefTes of the night 
were changed to certainty. His having 
been at the aflembly appeared beyond a 
doubt, which became diftafteful to her 
mind i and as the cat was now let out of 
the bag, fhe became furious, and faid to 
the king, *^ What means this bracelet 
" of jewels on thy arm ? perhaps thou 
. ^^ haft unknown to me afcended the 
*^ marriage throne with a new bride ?'* 

The 
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The imprudent prince, withdrawing 
his foot from the path of policy and the 
route of propriety, inftantly lighted up 
his countenance with wrath, and (aid ; 
*^ A truce with affeded forrows (whine 
not, fwallow thy grief) and preparing 
for hell, expedb the recompenfe of thy 
*' adions.** The infamous woman> 
when (he heard thefe exclamations, be- 
coming thoughtful on her owti condi- 
tion, and imagining delay in this matter 
would be the caufe of her own deftruc- 
tion, having placed the foot of boldnefs 
on the carpet of forefight, breathed a 
charm over an handful of pebbles, and 
with haftinefs threw them into the king's 
face. Immediately upon this tranfadion, 
becoming deprived of human form, he 
was changed into the fhape of a peacock 
with golden wings, and, like the grove- 
ling-minded, began to peck the ground 
Tvith his bill. 

B 2 When 
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When rfiQ entrufted with the offices 
of ftate were not for two or three days 
diftlnguifhed by the ufuai honouring 
audience, they reprefented by means 
of the confidential perTons admitted to 
the Haram, thus ; " May the caufe of 
not giving public audience, and keep- 
f^ ing us fervants deprived of the ho^ 
nour of paying our gratulations, be- 
only that of mirth and pleafurel 
'* Many public afiuirs, however, from 
^' this* circumftancc, are bound in the 
** knot of delay, and urgent expedlanti 
^' waitings If, for an inftant only, by 
** th? fplendor of the aii^cious afpedt, 
•' they would illume the night of the 
f *• defire of the rcfigned, poffibly, it may 
*^'not be inconfiftent with ftate policy.** 
The wicked queen, as if from the king's 
mouth, in anfwer returned; ** As in 
£>nie degree illnefs h^ attacked our 
gracious perfon, at prefent the hurry 
of giving audience and tranfadting 
¥ bi^^efs, our head will not bear. It 
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'^ h proper itfaat all the o£lcers of go- 
'i vemmcnt, engaging m {>rayer, befcech 
^f -tke Ihrone of the divinie Rcftorcr for* 
^' Om health of dur Auguft perfon/' • 

^ Ther^lo/alTubjeftsand well-wifliert 
tpi.tho' king> on hearing this events be- 
Qommg involved in fbttow> returned 
iKxme ; but the vizier, who was graced 
by the jewels of fidelity and integrity, 
ttd. the tablet of whofe mind was 
ftanpvd with the impreflions of true 
attnelkmenty wad grieved above all. As 
he intimately knew the di(pofition of the 

B- 3 king, 

* An Afiadc prince generally tppctn in audience 
liiorninginid e^ning daily. If this is difcontlnaed 
k is ftdcio croafe miadi alarm i not h mach» howe- 
veiV.frte aaxiecy to ^cfcoortieii for hb heabh, at 
to. rnnke their bargahi witb^ or fecore themfelvca 
againd the diilike of kit fuoceflbr. NotwithlUnding 
duf boafted civilization, much pf this fliameful impa« 
tience waa witnefled during the memorable illnefs of 
oor own gracioua fovei^tgn and the regency bufinefs> 
though European' eooreierSyerpeclaUyEngliihmen^ 
have, naefuch urgent caufet for fear at the com* 
siencement of a new reign. 
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king, he by his penetration divined, that 
being deprived of the robes of under- 
ftanding, he had become afflided with 
fuch a fatal illnefs, that the reins of his 
own will remained not in the grafp of 
his power, arid that he had no ability 
to manage his own affairs. At all events, 
the intelligent vizier having returned 
home, out of policy having flattered his 
\vrife with foft (peeches and fweetening 
expreffions, prevailed upon her, that 
having • gone to the royal Haram and 
obtained knowledge of the king's fitua- 
tion, fhe fhould inform him of it without 
difguifing any particular. 

The vizier's lady inftantly repairing 
to the palace, on account of the confi- 
dence fhe held in the efleem of the 
queen, was, without the trouble of ex- 
peftation, informed of the myflery; 
and returning home, acquainted the 
vizier of the circumflances of the affair. 
The minifter on this account was much 

affliAedj 
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afflifted^ and faid within himfelf^ ^' It is ' 
befitting that loyally-minded fervants, 
in a time of difficulty and feafon of 
*^ diftrefe, ihould facrificc their lives in 
the fervice of their patrons. If I, 
cheriihed by the bounty of this fa- 
mily, at fiich a crifis do not perform 
" the duties of attachment, and deliver 
the king from this life-hazarding cala- 
mity, how can I return the obligations 
of proteftion and favour ?" After 
this, having bound the fafli of refolu- 
tion faft round the waift of his heart, 
he fpeeded on the foot of remedy ; 
and having, by the guidance of in- 
ftruftive policy, procured a peacock, 
went to the palace-gate, and fent in 
this petition. 

^' At this time, when the enemies of 
" this profperous houfe are afflifted 
^/ with bodily ficknefs,** I have heaid, 

B 4 " that 

^ The orientals in enqairies after a lick friend, 
do not fay, • I am forry you are ill/ as we would, 
but, I hear that his enemies are affli^ed. 




ffC 



'^ that a peacock is the means of ainufii!^ . 
*< the auguft mind of the king. As this 
*' ardent follower in the path of facri£ce > 
is deprived of enjoying the felicity of > 
[ the auipicious looks^ and debarred 
^f from the enlightened prefence^ he 
*^r wiflies that he may kiis at leail ' the> 
*^ foot of that peacock which is the caufe> 
^5 of recreation to the exalted miivl^ If^ 
'^ for an inftant they would fendit but^> 
'^ the head of the honour of this life»^i 
".t^^^ring fervant will reach the he^jj^j 



The queen paymg reiped to the ra2ik|. 
and high office of the vizier^ at th^ inftiii( 
gation of weak policy^ without att(sntio% 
to the rules of forefight and cautionji 
fent the peacock to the vizier. He^ 
^l$dii^ this as a moft important acj; 
; ^•^> quifition> 

< ^ Stiix>peto8 will fometimes carcft the lap dog (St 
Hionkey ^of a great man, though;he ftinketh ; which 
snakes this addrefs not appear on confideration quite' 
ibaUiirdl^ uonatural. 
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qtufitioDj inftantly fent in that lie had 
brought with him^ and conducing tho 
transformed king to his houfe^ fpoke thus 
to his wife. **. Q thou^ by whofe fimles 
<f my Jieajrt and foul are fafcinated^ and- 
^9 to whoie el^u^ence my property and 
[ Iti^&iktQ 1$ a.iacrifice> as our ftar is now, 
f &y.fmr4b]^ ^ the -king has fallen alone 
^J ^pt9,flCiyJ^aii^^ for I have brought the 
*f*peaccJck by artifice from the royal 
*f Haran:;^ If thgu haft the art, fend. 
*; forth the breath of (kill, and reftort> 
'^ ^djs king, whofe elemental form hasi 
^Xj^eeii i^anged, to its original ftate«> 
^^ JMV '^cording to my own wiihes, I* 
^f xq:S!$ obtain from him the royal edidsy 
« and bccamiag co-partner with him i». 
^^ doJ^^Hoion and treafure, take half of 
^^^ this extenfive kingdom into my owa 
|>o0e0ion^'^ vXhen> advancing the foot 
if ;p£^ honour higher. than the rank ofl 

r '^l^^ I.wjpl beat the royd ^?^ ^^ 
•mir |)WA accQiuiti and place the oowa 
^ ofVdvereig^ andtfao^ 

«« alfo 
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■ 

" alfo wilt be among the moft diftin- 
*' guilhed princefles of the age." 

The vizier's wife, though avidity of 
fuperfluous wealth and command of pa- 
tronage tempted her, and fhe had loft 
the reins of prudence from her hands ; 
yet, as fhe was a confidant in the fecrets 

■ 

of the queen, wifhed not to give up 
the claims of friendfhip. She therefore 
faid to her hufband, *' I will undertake 
'* this affair, on condition that, after 
the attainment of thy objedt, having 
again cloathed the king in the likenefs 
of a peacock, I may deliver him back 
to the queen." The vizier, rejoiced, 
at thefe tidings, apparently confented to 
the terms of his wife, but within himfelf 
refolved to feat the king on the throne of 
fefety, when once delivered from the de- 
fart of enchantment. Accordingly, at the 
iiiflant when the fovereign was freed from 
foch a calamity, he with the utmoft celerity 
taving drawn his keen fabre, feparated 

the 
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the head of his wicked wife from her 
body^ and ftruck her dead on the ground. 

The king, who like one affliAed 
with a fit had recovered, having opened 
his eyes, gazed round on all fides, and 
flood aftonifhed. At length he enquired 
of the vizier, faying, ." What is the 
^' caufe of my having defcended from 
" my palace to thy houfe, and how 
** came thy wife into this horrible flate?'* 
The wife vizier informed him of the 
circumflances of afiairs from beginning 
to conclufion, when the king, having 
praifed his loyalty and attachment, afked 
him for council concerning his conduft. 
The vizier replied, " The meafure moft 
*' advifeable is this, that before the 
**. queen can gain intelligence of matters, 
" thou fhouldfl convey thyfelf to a place 
of fecurity ; becaufe, if thou fhouldfl 
again come into her clutches, (which' 
*^ may God avert !^ a fecond efcape 

** would 



u 
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^' would.' be impoifililff^ and my lietdi 

,- ft !/• ^11 fi • ik I • 'mW /*• • * •».' 



"^e adidce.jof tiie- vi^ner/ appeared 
njiofi: acceptablertg; the dung ^ sidTtiafbl^ 
ling by nighty aocdmpaftied b; lnm> lie 
in a fhort time, having pafied' his owd' 
dominions, fixed his abode>in v certaiff' 
capital; and having cloathed himfel:^ ih." 
the habit of a devotee, fat down in the •' 
dell of retirement. After fome time, the 
fulcr of the country having obtained in- 
ibrhiation of the auguft nature and con-' 
ditionofthe king, fought alliance with 
him, and gave him his daughter in mar-^ 
riage. Though the king had greae 
diflike to arfrefh connexion with wonfen,* 
yeie^ Ami ^diMlpulf^^f divfiie #111 anct 
^temdldecrei^ the afiair was completed* ^ 

Sometime after the marriage, thef 
khig was fitting ^th his priticefs in i 
amrt of the palace playing at dice^ 
when ^ddenly a kite hovering in the 

air^ 
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flXTj began to defcend direftly over his 
headj and fluttering its wrngs^ began to 
fcream. The new wife having* looked at 
the bifd; &id^ ^^ Aught feioweft thou^ 
^ O Uhg^ who this kite is^ and what is 
^ her meaning in this fluttering ?'* The 
king replied, " I know nothing, but 
^^ that it flies as birds ufudly do in the 
** air/' The lady exclaunedr '' Tfhis 
** is not a Idte, but thy former queen ; 
** who, having difguifed herfelf as a 
** bird, is come with defign to kill thee, 
*' nor is there any how an efcape for 
"" thee, but by my means/' The king; 
at this event becoming overwhelmed In 
the abyfs of aftonilhment, trembled with 
ifear for his life, and calling his vizier^ 
acquainted him with the circumflance. 
The vizier faid, " Do not in the leaft, 
■** O my Sovereign, admit alarm or drea4 
** into thy mind; but afk the princefs's 
** aid to deftroy the kite." The queen 
•now faid, " O wife vizier, it is incum- 
^* bent upon me to accomplifh this 

" bufinefs. 
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bufinefs, for fhe who defigneth the 
king's death is alfo my moft inveterate 
enemy. Speedily, I alfo having af- 
fcended in the form of a kite, will 
convey myfelf to her, when, after 
contending with our beaks and talons, 
we fhall fall to the ground clofe to 
the king, who then exercifing the 
utmoft agility, muft beat her to death 
with a club 3 but that he may not 
through miftake injure me, know, that 
the diftindkion between us will be a 
difference of colour in our wings and 
feathers. She is all black, and I fhall 
be mottled with black and white/* 
The king efleeming this as an unexpefted 
blefling, feized a club, and flood in am- 
bufh waiting the opportunity. At 
length the queen, being transformed, at- 
tacked the kite, and, in the manner 
above mentioned, fell with her to earth. 
The king with great joy ai:ofe, and faid 
to the vizier, ^^ Mufl I flrike the black 
"or the mottled ?" The vizier replied^ 

" Haft 
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*^ Haft thou not heard, that the fandy 
" haired cur is brother to the jackall ? 
^' Though thou haft efcaped the jaws of 
^^ the crocodile, ftill thou haft fallen into 
*' the fangs of the wolf The wifeft 
*' meafure is to kill them both, in order 
** that thou mayeft be wholly fecure 
*' from the villainy of a race more re- 
•' vengeful than the wolf or ferpent.'* 
The king, accordingly, from the hint of 
the minifter, difpatched both the impure 
wretches to the lower regions; and hav- 
ing efcaped fiich dangers, for the future 
refrained from the fociety of womfii. 
He fat down in the ■ cell of refignation 
and recefs of abftinence ; and, during the 
remainder of life, having employed him- 
felf folely in the worfhip of the Moft 
High, by means of penance gained future 
felicity and true glory.*' 

* This tale is alfo omitted by Dow. 

CHAP. 
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STORT VIIL 

A HE Bede* readers of myftery, 
ftnd abftruie explorers of tradition, have 
thus written this choice narrative on 
the pages of relation. 

In the city of Benares, which is a 
principal place of adoration to the Hin^ 
doo idols, there lived a young bramin, 
the tablet of whofe mind was void df 
the impreflions of knowledge, and the 
fleeve of his exiftence unadorned by the 
embroidery of art. He had a wife elo- 
quent 

^ The four myftical Books of the Hindoos. 



€H. ii» cAlL&zif of KntyvrLtDci. 35 

quent of fpeech, who, in the arcana of 
intrigue, exalted the ftandard of profef- 
forfhip. In the fchool of deceit, fhe 
coiild have mftrufted the devil himfelf 
in the fciencc of ftratagem. Acciden- 
tally, her eyes meeting thofe of a comely 
youth, the bird of her heart took its 
flight in purfuit of his love. 

As, during the prefencc of the Bra- 
min, the enjoyment of her lover had 
great impediment, and the flowers of 
delight from the fhrub of fulfilment, to 
gather equal to the wifli of her heart, 
was not poflUble ; in order to obtain 
her defire, fhe became refolved to re- 
move her hufljand, and exerclfed her 
invention how to bewilder him in the 
mazes of travel. One day, when the 
Innocent Bramin with all fondnefs, clafp- 
ing this ill-famed woman in his arms, 
wifticd that from her gentle lips he 
might quaff the wine of endearment, 
the wife, from flratagem, fteeping her 
VOL. II. c forehead 
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forehead in vinegar (looking fourj turned 
afide from his embrace, and hypocriti- 
cally difplaying on her countenance the 
figns of diffatisfaftion, damped the fweet 
fenfations of the wretched man with four 
looks and frigid coldnefs. 

The Bramin, who was ignorant of 
the arts of women, from this condudb 
becoming aftoniflied, enquired the caufe 
of her fadnefs ? The wife opened the 
pages of delufion, and faid, " Why 
^' ihould I not be diflatisfied ? and how 
*^ fhould I not fail into the depths of 
*' regret, when this very day a woman 
^' of equal rank with ours, in a place 
^^ where all the ladies of our tribe and 
^' acquaintance were aflembled, without 
*' hefitation, having lengthened the 
*^ tongue of taunting, faid, " O thou who 
'* counteft fuch pre-eminence, that thou 
wiflieft thou fhouldfl: be diftinguilhed 
above all women in brilliancy of com- 
prehenfion, elegance of expreffion, 

and 
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*^ and witty eiFufions, why doft not 
thou inftru(5l thy huftand, who is 
void of the graces of eloquence and 
learning, and without any fhare of 
** fcience or knowledge ? No Bramin's 
child, juft beginning to learn his 
alphabet, canft thou find, (though thou 
fhouldft fearch among the tribe) of 
fuch total ignorance and ftupidity.'* 
** This fpeech, like a dart, pierced my 
'^ bofbm, and, as a dagger, penetrated 
*' my heart; for truly, what fort of 
" life doft thou lead ? For me to be a 
•^ widow, and expend my age in the cell 
•* of celibacy with difappointment> would 
** be pleafanter than thy being my 
" hufband, and that the women of the 
'^ city fhould thus pierce my bofom 
with their life-deftroying taunts, and 
fcorch my foul inceflantly over the 
*' fire of fcandal." In fhort, fhe played 
off upon her fimple hufband, fuch emu- 
lation-ftirring (peeches as thefe, with 
an hundred artful graces ; and brought 

c 2 the 
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the glow of feeling for his honour into 
motion. 

The unfulpeding man, not having 
in the leaft explored the path of real 
truth, that very inftant girded up firmly 
the ikirts "* of fearch after fcience ; and 
preferring exile to his home, and labour 
to eafe, from eagemefs to acquire acconv- 
plifhment, meafored the path of toil^ 
In every city and town where he heard 
of a learned Bramin and diftinguiihed 
expounder of the bedes, having obtained 
the honour of waiting upon him, he was 
gladdened by the felicity of lighting the 
lamps in the ailembly of inftruAion ; 
and in order to attain accompliihment95 
and acquire learning, having fubmitted 
to various humiliations, *" in a ihort time 

he 

** The foot travellers in Afia gird their long ftirts 

round the bins^ that they may not impede motion. 
Hence the fcriptural expreffion of girding the Joins* 
^ The papib of the learned Bramins perform 
many menial offices for thofe fages. 
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he became enriched by the comprchcn- 
fion of the four bedes. 

Having been honoured in the fervice 
of profeffors all-fkilful, he attained the 
abftrufe fciences and diftinguiftiing arts ; 
and having graced himfelf with the ex- 
cellencies of knowledge, and acquired an 
ample ftiare of literature, he founded the 
drum of celebrity. With great joy and 
exultation, having returned, he reached 
his home. 

As it happened, one third of the 
night had pafled, when the Bramin, 
having entered his home, met his wife \ 
who, from motives of policy, pretending 
gladnefs and joy, having warmed water, 
waftied his feet, and with refpeft and 
attention feated him on the Koorfee.' 
The gallant of the wife, according to 
ufual cuftom, having prepared the cham- 

03 ber 

* A fort of low chairi broad enough to fit as the 
AHct cs d.->, n[X)n tt'cir hams. 
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ber of delight and being anxious for a 
meeting, waited her pleafurable approach. 
At this time, his meffengers announced 
the Bramin's arrival; and he at this 
being much mortified, fent to the wife 
this meffage. " The requifites of delight 
" and fources of pleafure are all prepar- 
*' ed. It is now proper that thou illume 
** the chamber of hope with the radi- 
*^ ance of thy beautjr.*' The wife, in 
anfwer, faid, *' My hufband after a long 
*^ interval, has returned home from tra- 
" vel ; my coming at prefent is there- 
" fore next to impoflible ; nay, cannot 
*' any how be accomplifhed. Policy de- 
" mands, that thia evening thou excufe 
me; and, not efteeming the com- 
miffion of this fault voluntary, forgive 
" it/' 

The youth on hearing thefe words 
became melancholy and difpleafed, and 
.with eameft entreaty returned a mef- 
fage to this effeft : "In the hope of 

"thy 
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** thy life-endearing company, a delight- 
'^ exciting feaft has been prepared. The 
*' Chung ' vibrates with defire for thee, 
*' and the wine ferments in the bottle. 
*' If thou art true to the rules of con- 
*' ftancy, by any mode that thou canft, 
*' caft thy cyprefs-fafcinating fhade 
*' over thy lover, and extinguish the 
** flames of his anxiety with the life- 
*' giving water of thy prefence, or the 
*' condition of your impatient expeftant 
'^ will be diftrefsful, and exiftence be- 
'^ come the plague of his foul. It 
*^ cannot be among the rules of love 
^' and regard, that thou fhouldft difap- 
*^ point a lover in the height of expec- 
*' tation, or render him defpairing at 
^' the point of happinefs. 

VERSE. 

** Haften^ for without thy prefence^ O 
^^ foul- illuming taper ^ in the ajfemhlage of 

c 4 " lovers^ 

P A mufical Inftrument. 
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♦* lovers^ there is no /park of bfillianQ or 
•« cbearfulnefs.^* 

The wife, when fhe became informed 
of thefe circumftances, not being able 
to endure the vexation of her lover's 
tender heart, and efteeming the eafe and 
approbation of his mind preferable to 
all things, placed the finger of accept- 
ance on her eye3,.and faid; *' Give not 
" way to melancholy and vexation, nof 
** irritate thy mirth-loving mind witH 
" the nail of forrow : for by fome mode 
*^ I will convey myfelf to thee, and, like 
** the Nergus, haften on the foot of 
** my eye/' 

After fending thi^ meffage, having 
confidered awhile, ftie opened the pages 
of deceit; and having feledled a frefh 
ftratagem, faid to her hufband, *^ To 
*' God be praife and thankfgivings, that 
*' thou are returned in health and fafety, 
*' and repofefl from the labour of travel 

'' and 
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and the toils of pilgrimage ; al(b, that 
the eye of my expeiftation is enlight- 
** ened with the rays of thy comeli- 
'' nefs, -and that the flames of troublous 
^' abfence, and the torturing heat of 
•* ieparation, are allayed by the water of 
" thy company, I am grateful to my 
^* own ftars and fortune. Doubtle& 
** thou haft attained an ample portion' 
<^ of all fciences, and acquired a rich 
*^ fhare of accomplifhments ; but I re-- 
*^ queft that thou wilt relate to me the 
«' particulars of thy learning, that a 
" doubt in refpeA to one fcience, which 
** I have in my mind, may be don6 
away, and from this apprehenfion my 
heart gain perfedi; fatisfaAion. I truft 
" that thou haft a thorough knowledge 
^^ of this fcience, though others may be 
" wanting," 

The Bramin, with all exultation and 
vanity, faid, ** O my fellow-felf and 
" fharer of my grifft, forrow not now, 

'^ for 
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** for I have learnt the four bedes, and 
*' am chief of learned profeflbrsu * * The 
wife exclaimed, " Woe is me, if thou 
" haft not learned the fifth Bede/' The 
bramin replied, " Why, woman, it has 
^* been afcertained by the moft learned 
** matters and Pundits, that the bedcs 
*' are four -, wherefore then fayeft thou 
" there are five?" The woman inftantly 
on hearing this fpeech, beating the hands 
of mortification againft each other, cried 
out, " What an unlucky fate is mine ! 
*' Surely in the volume of decree hap- 
*' pinefs was not afiixed to my name, 
** but in the divine records the impref- 
*' fion of difappointment ftamped on the 
** pages, of my lot. When thou wert 
** wandering in the maze of pilgrimage, 
*^ day and night involved in melancholy 
" and forrow, I had a hope, and lived 
« on the perfume ^ of our meeting ; 

** trufting 



^ Alluding to herfelf being pure as the peries, a 
fabled race, fo delicate, as to ezift only on the 
odour of perfumes. 
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** tnifting that one day thou wouldft re- 
** turn, and deliver me from torment. 
*' Now thou art come back, my hope is 
** changed to fear, and the links of en- 
^* joyment broken. 

VERSE. 

*' Alas^ my cruel fiar has produced misfortune ! 
*' The horrofcope of nrf fate hath broughi 
''^ forth evil:' 

The bramin, being diftrefled at thefe 
wonder-exciting words, afked what could 
be the caufe of all this defpair and appre- 
henfion? On which the wife replied, 
" The ruler of this city hath a difficult 
**' cafe before him, the folution of which 
^' depends on the Tirrea Bede; and 
" to-day they have taken all the bra- 
*** mins to his awful court. As they 

are ignorant of the fifth bede, they 
iiave been imprifoned by order of the 
" fovereign s and it is decreed, that if 
" during the night they cannot folve 

'' the 
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" the problem, they fhall to-morrow be ' 
" dragged through all the ftrects of the 
*^ city, with a thoufand infults and 
" humiliations, to execution. Certainly 
** they will to-morrow convey intelli- 
" gence of thy arrival, and thou wilt 
" alfo be one of them -, while I, who in 
the garden of youth have not yet im- 
folded one of my thoufand flowers, 
bearing, like a tulip, the fears of fepa- 
ration from thee in my bofom, mull 
•* fit in the gloomy cell of widowhood." 

The fimple hufband, with all his 
attainments of knowledge and fcience, 
fwallowing the deceit, on hearing the 
above, fainted away from fear, and fell 
like the lifelefs on the floor. The artful 
woman hailily threw rofe-water in his 
face, lifted his head from the ground, 
and faid, ^^ Comfort thy heart, for u 
" remedy has occurred to my mind, 
*' which doubtlefe is a fuggefl:ion from 

the Divinity. While as yet no one is 

acquainted 
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" acquainted with thy arrival, once more 
" quit this unlucky city, and for a time 
*' reconciling thy mind to the pain of 
** travel, and leaving the thorn of ab- 
** fence in the bofom of fuch an unfor- 
** tunate being as myfelf, acquire the 
*^ fifth bede. It may happen, that by 
^^ this means thou maydl be graced 
*' with all perfeftions and excellencies^ 
*' and rife fuperior to all the learned thy 
" cotemporaries/* 

The ignorant bramin, unfuipeftful of 
the arts of woman, notwithftanding the 
fatigue of walking, the lonefomenefs of 
his journey, and the pain from his yet 
bliftered fett, having left his houfe at 
midnight, again undertook the labour of 
pilgrimage -, and his vicious wife, by 
this ftratagem, haftening to her paramour, 
-made warm the aifembly of wickednefs. 

The bramin, about the rifing of the 
world-illuming planet, having reached 

the 
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the environs of a city, fat down forrow- 
fiil on the terrace of a draw-well, to 
which by chance foon came five women 
from the town. They faw that the rofe 
of the bramin's cheek was withered and 
parched by the burning fun of forrow, 
and his heart, like the bud of a flower, 
comprefled and blighted. They en- 
quired, " Whence art thou come ? 
" whither art thou going ? and on what 
*' account art thou in the perplexity of 
*^ grief and melancholy ?" The young 
bramin difclofed the circumftances ; and 
as they poflfefled perfedfc fkill In the Tir- 
rea Bede — on hearing his flory, they 
expanded their mouths in laughter, for 
they guefTed that his wife was an able 
profefTor, and, in order to follow her own 
pleafures, had committed the fimple man 
to the defart of pilgrimage. Taking 
pity on his forlorn condition and igno^ 
ranee, they faid, " Ah ! diftradted youth, 
^^ and poor wanderer from the path of 
*' knowledge, altho' the Tirrea Bede is 



''as 
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'^ as a ftormy fea, nay, even a boundlefs 
*' deep, which no philofopher can fa- 
*^ thorn by the aid of profound wifdom ; 
^f yet comfort thy foul, for we will folve 
*' thy difficulty, and expound to thee 
** the myfteries of this fcience.'* 

The bramin, on hearing this becom- 
ing joyful and delighted, with aU ardour 
committed himfelf to the tuition of thefe 
acute profefTors -, and expanding his 
Ipeecli in thanks, faid, " God hath dif- 
" penfed to me good luck, in that I 
** have reached your prefence, and found 
'^ repofe from the perfecution of the 
^' ikies/* The learned dames now a- 
greed, that each day one of them, taking 
this difappointed in the road of under- 
ftanding and loft to the world of wifdom, 
to herfelf, fhould engage in the proper 
inftru(SHon, and difclofe to him the myf^ 
teries of the Tirrea Bede ; fo that in five 
interviews, the arcana of this fcience 
Jhould become fully explained to him. 

LESSON 
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LESSON I. 

WHE of the five ladies, on the firft 
cky having cotidudted the meafurer of 
the path of folly to her refidence, and 
pretending that he was her fifter's fon, 
introduced him to her hufband and mo- 
ther in law i and having appointed him 
an apartment, fpread it with carpets and 
pillows. Then, having got ready an 
entertainment, flie fct forth various forts 
of eatables and liquors. When the bride- 
groom of night had caft a dufky veil 
over the face of day, the wife, under 
fome pretence, afking leave of her huf^ 
band^ came to the bramin already plung- 
ed 
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cd'ih the fea/ of aftoiiimment. liaying 
by her loft Ipeeches made him um^lenr- 
ed, * me (aid^ ^' Kegarding opportunity 
^ as. precious^ courfe the fteedofplea- 
^ fure'in the'piain of deliglit, and ftrike ^ 
*^ the barf bf enjoyment witnihe mace q£* 
** my ambef-pieiferned locks'; for yalu- 
•^ able age, lite, the water of a ftream, 
f* paSrethufeleTsaway?* 

The brariitni who was guiltlefs of 
iucn a6hon9> became^ confounded from 
ekcefi of fliame/ and (aid, *^ Ah ! wo- 
*' man/ ftranger to virtue, withm this 
*^ hour thoii calledft nie thy fifter's fon, 
*^ and now \ urgeft me thus. Excufo 
** nie, for I caniiot by any n:ieans engage 
** infoch awicfeed'a^ion.** The woman 
replied, " Thy fafety lies in fubmiffion . 
•* to 'my commands j make hafte, and 
•' idly flx>p not on the "road, for there is 
** danger in delay, arid it is' hurtful to 
*^ the traveller.*' The bramin, wto 
was inexperienced in vice, and had never 
VOL. II. D tailed 
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tafted the fweets of forbidden love, ftill 
made the laws of religion and his func- 
tion an cxcufe, and requefted to retire. 

The lady, who was a profeflbr of her ^ 
own ftudies, thought within herfelf, that , 
this ftranger, dull of apprehenfion, who,^ , 
notwithftanding all her advances and en- 
dearments, had deviated from the path of ^ 
her wifhes, would fall into the maze of 
difappointment. " What,'' faid flie, 
" therefore can I do, that he may not 
*^ defeat his own vieiws?" Remedilefs, 
fhe, from policy, efteeming reproof ne- ^ 
ceflary, having affumed a frowning look, 
exclaimed, *^ Ah ! thou devoid of vir- 
*' tue, forgetful of God, what vice and 
*' wickednefs is this, that though \ 
^^ confole thee with tendernefs and love, 
like my own children, and have called 
thee my fitter's fon, who ought to be as ^ 
my own ; yet thou wouldft by force 
•' and violence ftain the fkirt of my pur ^ 
" rity with the fin of error, and thus 

" fixeft 
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^^ fixcft on my collar, at the inftigatloh 
^^ of the devil and from the bent of thy 
*^ own evil mind, the hand of importu- 
^* nity.'* She then loudly cried out, 
** My houfemates, haften to my relief, 
*• for in the hands of this youth I am 
*' cruelly tormented/* 

The women from every quarter rufli- 
cd into the apartment ; upon which the 
bramin, alarmed at fuch an Artifice, 
fainted away with appreheniion. The 
lady inftantly overfetting a difh of riced 
milk, which fhe had prepared by way 
of refreftiment, fhed it on the ground, 
and faid, " O my lifters, this youth, 
*^ who is my nephew, and who after an 
" age of abfence has arrived here, was 
" drinking fome riced milk, when all 
" at once a chill ftruck his heart, and 
*^ he fainted, fo that I know not what 
" may be the confequence, or how he 
^^ can be revived.'* Havinoj faid this, 
Ihc fhed tears. The ladies brought 

D 2 warm 
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'wi^ppx. m^cixifis^ cQoiforted* her/, sqid* 

took leave. , 

Thi5.bran)ia,now. opewd his eyjps^. 
atidi9id..to^him&l& ^^ I. haurejp^tfled^ 
^^^ thr^u^.an jQtncat&jQiaxe> and eica-> 
*' ped from a greatkdanger.*' The.for- - 
cciy-praftifing woman exclaimed, ^^ O 
thau.. iixexpprienccd . man, , cakumty 
hung, oyer. thee>.,but.it has^pafibd-. 
aw^y ,^ Speedily nojvy therefore, ^|ace .t 
" the hqadv of. obedience., on, the line of o 
'^ my conjawnds^. and..vary^nJOlt^ froaair 
'^ what I have i)rdered,ror this? time thpii^ 
*' Ihalt nojt faye thy head,, but wilt be% 
come inyolved . in . a . llfeHdeftroying.^ 
danger.'' The bramin when . (except v 
through compliance and, iubmiifion^ tc>» 
fijch .an.f artful jade) he. faw no.:way:ta> 
fafety, remedilefs,' gjye up h^nfelf.ta> 
rdignation, , and' placed his neck. under- 1 
ther ord^s of deftiny.. The, woman .thea > 
faid, /' Ah ! thou -dead-rheaited creature^* 
•^ this. IS: one; feftion -of the Tirreo. Bede, % 
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^« lin ^riikhilteve inftnifted ^ee s be 
'^^caudeus'tlutt -thoa crreft not i^u&s 
^' ibtttj 'ii^ftrding 'any iv^ tiult I ihaJl 
^« xla«ft thw «s'^ path tff thy wUhes^ 
^* ^eageHy 'poiiue it.** 

VERSE. 

fFilh wine the Sejjaddch ' flmn^ if the 
Pere^mughauif conmands thee \ for the tra* 
veller cannot be ignorant of the modes and 
cuftoms of halting-places. 

On a Journey 9 whatever comes to the piU 
grimes hand is clean. 

When the Moogh ^ of the fun arofe 
from the temple of the eaftj the amply- 

D 3 wiled 

' A fm^Tf carpet or mat, which eVery MufTul- 
maun fhould keep from pollution to fay his prayers 
upon. 

* Sir Wii^LiAM Jones, in his quotation of this 
vcrfe, tranflates it * Mailer of the Feall j* but it cer- 
tainly means the head of a convent. Probably 
in the time of Hafiz, wine was chiefly fold by 
Greek Monks in the Muifulmaun territories* 

< Prieft or Monk. 
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wiled dame difinifTed the bramin> that 
he might repair to the draw-well 5 and 
fhe alfo^ according to ufual cuftom^ took a 
pot to fetch water^ and acquainted her 
aiTociates^ who were aflembled at the 
{pot J of the occurrences of the evening. 



• * '. / 
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LESSON II, 
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Another of the five ladies being 
now charged with the bramin's tuition, 
conduded him to her houfe, and faid 
to her hufband, " To-day the wife of 
a certain green-grocer having in a 
company of city ladies praifed her 
" hufband, faid, ' Although his good 
'^ qualities are beyond the reach of cal- 
" culation, and his accomplifhments ex- 
*' ceed the power of relation ; yet one 
** of his unrivalled feats is this — He 

04 " milks 
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'^ milks a cow with his eyes blindfolded, 
•* and does not flied a drop from the 
*' veflel.* I could not contain myfelf, 
" and faid, * This is not a matter wor- 
^* thy of priaife, or fuch boafting, for 
" my hufband alfo, in a much fuperior 
way, can perform this feat/ The 
green-grocer's wife denied my afler- 
tion, and I grew warm in repetition 
'* of it ', till at length a wager was laid 
*' between us. I am now juft come home 
'* and this young man is the arbitrator* 
'^ I truft, that this inftant, in his im- 
,V partial prefence, according to the 
" abovementioned mode, thou wilt milk 
" the cow, and not make me ridiculous 
/* mtiie eyejsp/my tow;xfwomen,'* 

The perfe^y wife hufband exclaim- 
ed, '* This is no difficult matter, for 
*' which thou haft admitted all this 
y anxiety into thy mind. Surely, my 
" abilities cannot be inferior in this 
*f bufinefs to tfepfe of a green-grocer, 

*« a paltry 
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/^ a paltry ieller of herbs^ that I (hould 
i^^ perjmt thy humiliation befbtie women 
^ of the ^me caft and rank.-' The 
deceitful woman^ upon this^ exultedlike 
die rofe from the weftem gale, and in 
an-mftant blindfolding the* eyes of her 
inwardly blind'hufbaiid, gave into his 
hands a veflel, and tying a cord about 
the feet of the cow, made her ftand 
before him. She then beckoned to the 
-bramin, who quickly advanced, and 

Audied the fecond fedion of the Tirrea 

^ . » « "■ 

JSede. 

When fhe had finifhed her inftruc- 
tions, Aie untied the band from her 
i3tu/(band'j3 eyes, ki£ed has hands, and 
fignified joy and (atisfaftion beyond mea- 
fure. The hufband was ftill more re- 
joiced, that he had executed fuch a 
difficult affair blindfolded. The cunning 
wife exclaimed to the bramin, " Now 
5* tlxqjf. haft beheld the clevernefs of 
*' my hufband :'* and the conceited 

dotard 



■> 



6o BAHAR-DANUSH S ORj CH. 12. 

dotard^ from pride in his own wifdom^ 
finilingly lent an ear to his own praifes^ 
and requefted impartiality of the arbi- 
trator. From excefs of delight, he fwell- 
ed within his veft, nay, could fcarcely 
be contained within it. To make fhort 
of the ftory, the fafcmating woman 
difinifled the arbitrating bramin. 

The following morning, when the 
golden-zinarred " bramin of the heavens 
arofe from the temple of the eaft, the 
five women attended at the draw-weU, 
and the pure-vefted lady, having related 
to them her ftratagems and fuccefsfiil 
artifices, became the objeft of praife. 

* A firing worn by bramins over the ihoulder, 
ts a badge of their caft. 
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LESSON III. 

v>N the third ciay, one of the five 
dameSj who by her wiles would have 
drawn his claws from the devil, having 
been entrufted with the care of the 
bramin, took him with her, and having 
placed him in a lodging, went to her 
own houfe ; where, after a Ihort interval, 
file feigned to have an excruciating pain 
in her ftomach, and faid, " Shortly the 
** bird of my foul will quit its elemental 
cage. I know not whether difagree- 
ing food hath excited wind, or during 
my eating fome evil eye hath made 

*^aa 
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" an impreflion -, ^ but fomehow I am 
** weary of life.'* Unremittinglyj from 
deceit, rubbing her hands over her fto- 
mach, fhe twitted her nofe awry, and 
changed countenance. The hufbandj 
who truly loved her, was much alarmed s 
and, being at a lofs for a remedy, iaidj 
** For an inttant lay hold on the ftrong 
*« cord of patience, while I go to the 
** hofpital, and j)tocTiire .A medicine from 
"the phyfician." The cunning dame 
i<^ie^, ^* Jio not go gway, tfor thy 
'^ jprei^Cfe is ^ xoinfo«t to tmy Jusmt^ 
« ,but jpl^oe ^.ciHt^in * between «s^ dwt 
'.^ |[ m^y ^nd ibr ja female rn^oi^hnur, 
" .i^bo in this Gon;^.!^ h&$ pQx&& 
'< 4k^l/' T,he h^^aad inuwdiatelf 
poe^^^il^ Al^ ^liitta^ jR0d £tting on tke 
Wtfide, i€i»jd^«l binEriy/ in pisayecs for 
^ i9^«y^€ry 'of Jh^ ^wS£e# sdbo&nt^Eo^ 

to 

" ^ The orientds have afupcrftitious idea Aat the 
<jr€ of aa esrviDtts per(ba oocaIiodb -diforders. 

^ ft isjpQjDvgncyi \fi jia4^a tofMUg a tbidc dtoth or 
Q^ti^ acrofs a room, if the mafler of the hoafe 
remainSi when the wife is vifited by females. 
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to the bramm^ that covering himfelf 
with a long veil^ he fhould enter as a 
woman. 

The bramin, now without dread^ 
(peedily entered^ and in a proper man- 
ner Cphyfician like) engaged in pre* 
fcribing for her complaints i which 
havmg relieved, he retired to his lodging 
with the bleffings of the hufbdnd^ The 
wife, at eafe, fang, fordi the pnufes of- 
her good neighbour, and vowed ff^ti- 
tude- to her, before her hufband ; who'^ 
alfb joined with her in the pit^per 
thank%ivings. Next day, fhe repaired -* 
withr the bramin to . the well, and in- 
formed her compaiiions ^ of her adVeft- 
ture« 

• 

LESSON 
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LESSON IV. 

JL H£ fourth lady, through dread of 

the arrow of whofe cunning the warrior 

of the fifth heaven ^ trembled in the 

Iky, like the reed, having beftowed her 

attention on the pilgrim bramin, dif- 

patched him to an orchard j and having 

gone home, faid to her wife hufband, 

' I have heard that in the orchard of 

' a certain hufbandman, there is a date 

' tree, the fruit of which is of remark- 

^ ably fine 'flavour j but what is yet ftran- 

' ger, whoever afcends it, fees many 

' wonderful objefts. If to-day, going 

' to vifit this orchard, we gather dates 

^ from this tree, and alfo fee the won- 

** der 

r The planet Mars. 
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" ders of it, it will not be unproduftive 
** of amufement." In fhort, flie fo 
worked upon her hufband with flatter- 
ing ipeeches and carefTes, that nolens 
volens he went to the orchard, and at 
the infligation of his wife, afcended 
the tree. At this inftant flie beckoned 
to the bramin, who was previoufly 
feated, expeftantly, in a comer of the 
garden. 

The hufbaftd, from the top of the 
tree, beholding what was not fit to be 
feen, exclaimed in extreme rage, *^ Ah ! 
" thou fhamelefs Ruflian-born * wretch, 
*' what abominable aftion is this ? '* 
The wife making not the leaft anfwer, 
the flames of anger feized the mind of 
the man, and he began to defcend from * 
the tree 5 when the bramin with afti- 

vity 

» The Afiatics have a very contemptible opinion 
of the RuiHans, efpecially of the females, whom 
they believe to be void of common modefty. Our 
early European voyagers have exprefled the fame 
idea. 
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vity and ipced hiving I hurried * over Ac* 
ftmrth feftion of the Tifrca-ffedci ' \vfent 
his waf . 

viksE. 

Tfu'road to rlpfife U that0f'aBr(3ty\(mi' 
quicknefsS 

The wife, -during hfer htifband's de*"^ 
fccnt from the tree having arranged her^ 
plan, f^d, " Surely, man, frenzy muft 
have deprive thy1)r3in of the fiUhes 
of fenfe, that havings foolifhly fet up-* 
fircb a cryi'and not t^fledirig^ upon*' 
thy own di%^de, (for here, except- 
'^ ingrthyfelf, what male is 'prefeiit?)' 
'* thou wbu'dft fix upon mfc the'chargfr" 
'* of infidelity? '' The hufband, when 
he faw no^peribn near; wa^ aftoniihed, 
and faid to himfelfj '" Certainly, thitf 
*^ vifion muft have been miraculous/' 

The completely artful wife, from 
the hefitation of her hufband, guefTed 

the 
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the caufe, and impudcndy began to 
abufe him. Then inftandy tying her 
veft round her waift, ihe afcended the 
tree. When ihe had reached the top- 
tnoft branch, ihe fuddenly cried out, 
** O thou ihameleis man, what abomi- 
" nable adklon is this! If thy evil ftar 
hath led thee frofn the path of virtue, 
iurdy thou mighteft have in fecret 
^ ventured upon it, Doubtleis to puU 
^ down the curtain of modefty from 
*^ thy eyes, and with fiich impudence to 
<^ commit fuch a wicked deed, is the 
•' very extreme of debauchery/' 

The huiband replied^ " Woman, do 
•* not thus ridicuouily cry out, but be 
*^ iilcntj for fuch is the property of 
'^ this tree, that whoever afcends it, 
** fees man or woman below in iuch 
**' iituations/* The cunning wife now 
came down, and faid to her huiband, 
*' What a charming garden and amufing 
*^ fpot is this! where one can gather 
VOL. II. m " fruit. 
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^^ fruit, and at the fame time behold the 
" wonders of the world," The huf- 
band replied, " Deftrudkion feize the 
'* wonders which falfely accufe man of 
** abomination!*' In fhort, the de- 
vilifli wife, notwithftanding the impu- 
dence of fuch an aftion, efcaped fafely 
to her houfe j and the next day, accord- 
ing to cuftom, attending at the well, 
introduced the bramin to the ladies, and 
informed them of her worthy contri-* 
vance.* 

* The reader will doubtlcfs recollcft the refcmb- 
lance which the plot of this IcfTon bears to Pope's 
January and May, and to one of Fontaine's talcs. 
Einaiut Oolla acknowledges his having borrowed it 
from the bramins, from whom it may have travelled 
through fome voyager to Europe many centuries 
pad, or probably having been tranflated into Arabic 
or Perfian, been brought by fome crufadcr, as were' 
many Aiiatic romances, which have ferved as the* 
ground work of many of our old (lories and poems. , 

LESSON 
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LESSON V. 

JL HE fifth lady, (from whofe cun- 
ning, the devil would own there was no 
e(caping) of this aflembly of frail ones, 
having inftrufted the Bramin in fome 
magical terms, went to her houfe ; where 
having feigned madnefs, fhe began ta 
talk at random. The bramin, agree- 
ably to her inftruftions, taking a book 
ander his arm, foon appeared at tho 
gate of the houfe, and faid ; " I am a- 
** moft wife philofopher and ikilful 

E 2 *^ phyfician. 
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^^ phyfician^ and can cure all illnefles 
^^ that affliA the human frame^ in the 
*^ moft fpeedy manner." The hufband 
being informed, condudted the phyfi- 
cian within ; and having complimented 
him with the utmoft refpeft, placed him 
in the feat of honour, and (hewed him 
the patient. The learned phyfician hav- 
ing moft artfully felt the pulfe of the 
chafte dame, faid, " This woman is free 
*^ from bodily ills j but a powerful evil 
*^ fpirit hath takent peifeflion of her, fo 
*' that I know not whether the unhappy 
" fuflferer can efcape with life from his 
« hands." 

The lady*s relations, inftandy burft- 
ing'out into entreaty^ hung upon his veft, 
and (aid, " O noble ifir, this difficulty 
*^ may be overcome by thy gracious 
*^ favour; for God's fake have pity> 
*^ and do not at once plunge us. inta 
*^ defpair." The phyfician replied, 
*^ TlK)ugh it is long fince I have left off 

" iiich 
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^f fuch ftudies as this^ and dierefore do 
** not defile myfelf -with mercenary 
^' views i yet compaflion for the youth 
** of this woman^ and your diftrefs> 

overcome me, fo that I will attempt 

her recovery.*' 
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He then commanded that they fliould 
(weep and cleanfe the houfe, throw 
ambergris into the fire, and (pread the 
floor with flowers. The eminent phy* 
fician then afcended the mufiiud of learn- 
ing, and having fet fire to fome per- 
jfumes with paper, applied the fmoke to 
her nofe, and uttered fome magical 
speeches. The evil fpirit (the woman) 
now all at once exclaimed, ** Ignorant 
wretch, take not vainly trouble upon 
thyfelf, for I cannot conceive how 
*' fuch a clumfy bird as thou wilt reach 
" the Jbattlement of the iky. They 
** call me Kirnaus; an hundred thou- 
** fand genii are under my command, 
*' who dare not move an hair's breadth 

E 3 " from 
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** from the boundary of my authority. 
" I have made many coxcombs like thee 
*^ quaff the iherbet of death. Have 
*^ compafTion then on thy own precious 
life> and efcape whilft thou haft a 
foot to carry thee, or I will order my 
forces to deftroy thee." 
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From hearing thefe expreflions, a 
trembling feized all prefent; but the 
,phyfician faid, " I am not fuch a one 
"as thou haft fuppofed ; give not thyfelf 
" up to vain conceits; if thy future 
" fafety is defireahle, inftantly releafc 
" this innocent woman, or I will confine 
" thee in a bottle, * and burn thee ia 
-" the fire with a thoufand tortures.'* 
In fhort, much of this fort of altercation 
paffed between the phyfi^cian and the 

evil 

* The Afiatics believe, that by abllincnce and par- 
ticular prayers, evil fpirits may be reduced to obe- 
dience and confined in phials ; as was the Spanifk 
Devil upon Two Sticks, who doubtlefs came froa 
Arabia* 
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evil ipirit, till at length the dodor, for 
that day withholding his hand^ arofe and 
(aid ; ^^ This is a difficult cafe and a dread* 
*' fill calamity ; I muft undergo great 
** mortifications and much trouble to 
*' mafter it. ' ' The relations of the woman 
fell at his fttt, and faid, " With fuch 
** compaffionate behaviour and import- 
** ant favour, thou wilt make us all 
thy willing flaves. Do as is proper 
for this unhappy woman.*' The 
phyfician> having comforted them, took 
leave. 

On the following morning, when 
the golden egg of the iky appeared from 
the womb of the horizon, the perfedly- 
fkilled phyfician, having coloured over 
fome pigeon's eggs with fafFron> and 
put part of the blood of a white duck 
into an earthen pot, came to the houfe, 
and ordered it to be placed, covered up, 
over a fire, while the houfehold formed 
a ring at a diftance round the woman^ 

E 4 When 
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When the pot boiled^ the wife rried ottt^ 
" I bum^ I burn, fcMr God's iake-fiargrTC 
'* me, and agam I will never attack 
*' this woman i" Upon which the phy- 
fician faid, " If thou wilt promife 
" and iwear, I will forgive thee/* 

The woman now whirred a new 
device into the dodor's ear, who com- 
manded, that having taken the pot fiY>m 
the fire, they flunxldiury it in the earth 5 
upon which the fpirit (the woman) ex^- 
claimed, ^' Now perform the religious 
" ceremonies; array me in new and 
^' delicate cloathing; perfume me with 
** coftly effences j and, having placed 
^* me and the phyfician in a mohaffa,*' 
*' throw over it an embroidered cover- 
'^ ing. Then caH in the moft melodious 

fingers 
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* A clofc litter, ufed chiefly by women, and 
covered often with velvet, broad cloth, or filk 
richly -embr(»dered with gold and filver, ibme- 
limes intennized with pearl and precious fiones^ 
The frame alfo is fometimcs of filver thickly plated 
over the wood, but always beautifully lacquered. 
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*^ fingers snd intificums^ and kt four 
'^ peribns lifting the mohaffa on their 
^ ihodderSj csutv us four tinies found 
« thecourtof myhoufe/' 

The phyfician faid, *^ Such ftatc as 
'^ this belongs .oniy to royakys thefe 
^ poor people cannot accompliih it^ & 
** give up flrch impoflible Jeeremome8^ 
<' and make the bufinefs more eafy." 
The ipirit rejdied, ** Dodtor, liiou weB 
** knoweft, the plan of ev«ry perfon is 
«' according to his genius.*' 

When altercation had pafllcd all 
bounds, the wi&'s friends cffeAed the 
neceflary preparations; and the jAy- 
fician entering the mohaffa^ was enfnared 
in the lady's daric treffis, ^adh hair of 
which was fit for a ranJbmibr the siufk- 
bags of China, and moved his lips as if 
in prayers, while the hufband and othera 
his relations lifted the vehicle on dieir 
(hoidders. The dodxv then let iiifm 

the 
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the curtains round the mohafik; the 
bearers of the machine marched round 
the courts, as direftedj while the mufici- 
ans and fingers followed them perform- 
ing a concert. 

The doftor at length lifting up the 
curtains, commanded them to fet down 
the carriage. The artful wife, who was 
herfelf the contriver of this bufinefs, 
now ftretching her eyes, gazed around, 
as if aftonifhed, and with a modeft voice 
exclaimed, " What means this fenfe^ 
" confounding afTembly ? and why am I 
«* in this mohaffa ?" All with one voice, 
but moft loudly the hufband,. cried out, 
". AH is for thee," and related particu- 
lars. The cunning wife> when fhe had 
lent an ear to their ftory from beginning 
ta end> pretending ignorance, faid, 
*^ Gracious heaven ! I know nothing of 
♦' the bufinefs.'* In fhort, the virtu- 
ous phyficiah, having been rewarded 
with a fum of money and efFe^s for his 

fervicesjfc 



I 
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fervices, was difinifled with an hundred 
compliments/ 



The following day^ when the bride of 
the Iky arofe from the moha£& of the 

eaft^ 

* The belief of poffeffion by evil fpirits ftfll 
prevails in India. I once faw a perfon faid to 
be pofTefled; and it may not be Hnamufing to 
the reader to know the circumHances. 

One afternoon, I wsls awakened from my nap 
by a loud cry of Bhoot hi, Bhoot hi^ (the evil 
fpirit u here) from all my iervants. I left my 
room, and faw outfide the court the fweeper, 
a female, tearing her hair, her eyes rolling, 
foaming at the mouth, and running wildly abpul^ 
exclaiming, " I will deftroy you all." I fup- 
pofed her to be in a convulfion fit, or Tuddenly 
leized with madne^. I ordered her to be brought 
into the houfe; but on the (ervaots and myfdf 
attempting to feize her,^ ihe jumped into the 
midil of a thorny bu(h, and was much fcratch- 
cd» but feemed infenfible to pain* At lengtk 
we brought her into the houfe^ where I had }iejr 

held 
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eaft> the artful lady conduced the 
bramin to the well^ and related to her 
companions the wonderful adventure; 

on 

held down, beat pretty fmartly with my htnds 
the foles of her feet and palms of her hands, 
applied £«a de Lnce and Isumt feathq^s to her 
wtCf but without effedt. The fpirit ML ex- 
daimed, ^' I will deflroy you all.** 

My Moonlhi (Pei^an tutor) now begged leave 
>ao try his ikill. He began by afking the f|Mr!t 
its name? It replied, ** My name is Pcrc 
** Khan ; I was killed in battle on this fpot, 
^ and my tomb, which ftands sear this^ houfe, 
^ has been polluted: unlefs you kill a cock 
** oyer it, ereft a pole, and light every night 
'* a lamp, and repeat a fateah, (a prayer, being 
'^ the iirft chapter of the Koraun) I will de- 
* ftroy you all.^ 

The Moonlhi gravely promifed to comply with 
this demand, when the poflefied funk for a few 
fiiOQKnts into a ftate of ftupor \ then opening 
lier «ye8, fiuntly aiked, ( for (he was much ex« 
haofted) what had been the matter, and why 
fte was fcratchcd, &g. Wc informed her, 
■nd I accufed her of impofidon ; but (he af- 
firmed 
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on wKich they appkuded^ and allowed 
her iiiperiotit/ in the myfteriea of the 
Tirrea Bede over them&lves. The five 
ladiesy who might be reckoned the five 
fenfes of cunning, now difmifled the brsr 
min, and laid> " Thou hail now attained 
'^ a full knowledge of the Tirrea Bede^ 
its depths and difficulties ; aUb> how 
well inftruAed thy chafte wife is ia 
the fcience^ an^ for what (he haa mode 
'^ thee a wanderer in the road of 
^^ pilgrimage." 

The 

firmed (he was ignorant of what had paJTed* It 
was in vsun that I remonftrated with the Moon- 
fiii, &€• What the fpirit had directed was per^ 
formed, 

I muft remark, that a battle had been fbugbt 
on the fpoty which was near the provincial 
capital of Mldnapore* There was alfo a tomb, 
aa the pofleiled defcribed, near my cook«rbom. 
It was a loncTome fituation^ and furrounded by 
a wood. I fufpefled that it was a trick of tho 
fervants to make mc move to quarters the/ 
liked better. The fpirit, however, never plagued 
us again after its requeft was complied with. 
One and all denied any artifice in the bufinefs. 



So feAHAR-DANUSR ; OR, CH. I2« 

The bramin, full of obligation for 
their kindnefs, haftened homewards in 
all anger and rage, twitting his whifkers 
in pafHon. In a fhort time he fmiihed 
his journey; but on his arrival, not 
fliewing the leaft attention to his wife, 
the guileful dame, from her penetrating 
judgment, guefled what was the caufe 
of his looking fo furioufly. For the 
prefent, at the inftigatjon of policy, fhc 
lengthened the firing of her newly-taught 
bird, and fubmitted her neck to whatever 
he ordered, like an humble flave. 

When the fun as a bridegroom re- 
tired to the chamber of the weft, the 
wife's gallant, having heard of her huf- 
band's return, fent her the following 
meflage. 



The fincerlty of regard, and truth 
of thy aflfedtion and attachment to me, 
can only be proved by this, viz. that 
*^ to-night thou gladden the forrowful 

^' cell 
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cell of thy ardent lover by thy pre- 
fence, and give light to the eyes of 
the expectant with the rays of thy 
beauty. Come foon^ and be the life* 
" confolerof my mournful heart/' 

The wife replied, ** Although my 

^^ heart, like a mifer eager for the trea- 

*' fures of Karoon,® is anxious for th« 

felicity of thy foul-delighting cnjoy- 

mentj yet, as the unfavourable volu- 

*^ tions of the iky are never in the fame 

pofition, to-night, the attainment of 

the happinefs of the glorious prefence 

is impoifible. Vexed as I am at 

my mvoluntary fault, yet I trail in 

thy kindneis to cover it with the man- 

** tie of forgivenefs, and for this one 

** night to fubmit to the difappoint* 

*^ ment.*' 

The 

• A mifer mentioned in the Koraun, as being 
fwallowed up by the earth with his* hoards. Sup- 
pbfed to be the fame as Dathan, &c« recorded la 
fcripture. 



ex 
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The gallant would on no acxount 
accept of this exca& ; butj faftening the 
liaad of importunity on her fkirts, faid, 
** The cafe i^ that without thee I value 
*^ not fife, and the bird of my foul is 
*^ tortured on the fire of love ; fo that 
•' fhooldftthou to-night cfi%)point me 
" ofthyomipany, I will plunge a dagger 
** intr> my breaft, tear out that heart 
" over which I have no power> for it is 
^ ibittCy and at once obtain aii eternal 
^ i^Huation^'* 

The wife, as fhe dearly valued the 
repc^ of her lover, remedilefi,- confent- 
ed ; and when her huiband was alleep, 
leaving h^ confidant to fupply her place 
by his fide, after putting out the lamp, 
wewt to her paramour. The bramin, 
after fome time waking, felt an inclina- 
tron to make it up with his wife ; and 
gettir^ die better of his refehtment, 
having with kindnefs and foftnefs fpoke 
fome foothing words, expedted that fhe 

would 
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would return his fondiiefs by fuitable 
expreffions. This, however, did not 
happen, as the confidant, fearing the 
difclofure of the ftratagem, and the 
breaking of the ftitches of her work, 
fpoke not a word. The bramin again, 
out of endearment, faid, " Thou haft 
^* always hitherto been lavifti of fmiles 
** and inviting blandifhments, and wert 
*' wont to behave with unreferve, and to 
fafcinate me by thy foul-delighting 
fpeeches. How is it that to-night 
" thou uttereft not a word, and wilt not 
make harmonious the nightingale of 
thy melodious voice ? Where are thy 
graces fled, and where thy wit ? ' ' 









The woman, as it was not politic for 
her to fpeak, continued filent; upon 
which the bramin, whofe heart had been 
already fcored like the tulip, with anger 
at the unbecoming behaviour of his wife, 
and v/as tormented now afrefli at her 
fuppofed fuUennefs, loft all patience. 
VOL. II. F Rifing 
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Rifing up in great fury, he fnatched a 
fharp knife, and without delay cleared 
the page of the face of his wife's deputy 
of the charadker of her nofe. The 
unfortunate confidant became thus diftin- 
guiftied in reward of her fidelity, and, in 
return for fuch life-refignation and fer- 
vices to her principal, found exaltation 
and fuch high honour. True it is, that 
every good adion has a recompenfe, and 
every evil deed a punifhment. However, 
as j(he felt that fhe had fully performed 
her duty, and dearly evinced her genius 
and fortitude, fhe courageoufly held her 
peace, and bound her face up in her 
veil. 

The bramin again went to fleep, and 
towards the clofe of night, his wife re- 
turning from her lover, afked her repre- 
sentative what had pafledj who replied, 
Alas ! my nofe has been facrificed to 
thy friendfhip." The artful woman 
having difinifled herhaftily, and deferred 

apo- 
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apologies for the accident to another 
time, retired into a corner, and began 
thus, in a whining tone, to pray, *^ O 
*^ thou, to whom all fecrets are known, 
" and to whom in the darknefs of 
night the adtions of every one are 
clear as in the light of day ; if thou 
** knoweft that the fkirt of my condition 
** is clear of the filth of error, and that 
•* my foot hath never ftrayed into the 
^' path of fin, then favour me with com- 
paffion, and deliver me from this dif- 
graceful injury. O thou beholder of 
^* all things, reftore my nofe.** After 
ibme paufe, raifing her head from the 
ground of lamentation, fhe rendered 
ilielodious the nightingale of her voice 
with the following ftrains. 

VERSE. 

Though every Jingle hair of mine was a 
tongue^ and IJhould utter with each Jianzaf 
inthyfraifey I could not firing the f earls of 

F 2 thy 
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/Ay merited thank/giving^ or exprefs tht 
fmaUeJi part of thy obligations upon me. 

The bramin now awoke ; and when 
he heard the prayers and thankfgiving-. 
effiifions of his wife at the throne of the 
difpenfer of events, inftantly arofe, and 
brought a lamp that he might behold 
her face, and fee whether her nofe proved 
the truth of her words, or not. He 
found it on examination mihurt, became 
overwhelmed in the mazes of aftonifh- 
ment, and afhamed of his evil adlion. 
He now bent his neck under the load of 
regret, began to beg pardon, falling 
down at the feet of his chafte wife, whofe 
miraculous purity he adored with reve- 
rence; fo that now regarding her as 
worthy of confidence, the model of vir- 
tue, and pattern of good aftions, he in 
future freed her from the reins of his 
controul/ 

^ The circumftance of a confidant's lofing her 
nofc I remember to have met with in fome old 

Englifh 
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Engliih talci but the book I do not recollefl* Dow 
in his paraph rafe of the Tirrea Bede, has departed 
ycry wide from the original, and inierted a iixth 
Uffon^ (that of the fwing) which is not in the 
Bahar-danufh. It was my defign, on reading over 
my tranflation of this chapter, to have omitted it 
altogether, as the defcriptions of intrigue feemed too 
free; but, on revifal, I judged it might be rendered 
admifTable by ftriking out a very few fentenceSj* 
This has been done. 

The Tirrea Bede was probably originally writ- 
ten by fome Hindoo of inferior caft, as a fatire on 
the Bramins ; and I was informed, that the alking 
one of thofe privileged and facred perfonages if he 
has fludied the £fth bede, is often done by wicked 
wits, when they £nd him ignorant and infolently 
proud of his high cad. 



F 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 



CONTINUATION OF 

T^he Hijlory of Jehaundar. 

W HEN the publllhers of fcandal 
on women, and the expofers of female 
difhonour, had exercifed the fteed of nar- 
ration on the courfe of prolixity j the 
well-wifhers of the ftate and friends to 
the empire, who had the pages of their 
hearts imprefled with the charaders 
of loyalty, and the tablets of their 
foreheads graced by the proftrations of 
fidelity 5 fuppofing that the arrow of con- 
trivance 
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triirance might have reached the target 
of completion ^ went into the prefence 
of Jehaimdar Sultaim^ to examine his 
ftate of mind: Anew they expanded 
the portals of advice^ and fhedding the 
valuable jems of remonftrance on his 
lap, faid: 



cc 



O high bom prihce, notwithftand- 
ing fome particulars of the evil na- 
** ture and innate crookednefe of women 
« have been explained to thy enlightened 
** mind^ how lamentable is it, that a 
*' fovereign cf fublime knowledge, of 
^^' pei*fe6l wifiiom, and profound under- 
ftanding, fuch as thou art, — (the fame 
of whofe glory has gone from one 
extremity <of the globe to the other, 
*^ and from the dread of whofe world- 
" fubduing fabre the' fovereigns of the 
earth tremMe like the reed) — becom- 
ing diftrefled by love for woman, from 
whofe nature nothing can be expeded 
but treachery and deceit, fhould be 

F 4 '* ftigmatized 
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*' ftigmatized throughout the habitable 
" regions, for low genius, fenfibility of 
*' mind, and weaknefs of intelled !" 

The prince, as he was intoxicated by 
the prudence-confuming wine of love, 
and overcome by the fumes of the world- 
inflaming beauty, gave no attention to 
tlie admonitions of the wife, nor admit- 
ted, as of any weight on the fcales of 
his mind, the clear jems of advice, or 
the princely pearls of remonftrance. On 
the tablet of his mind the flouriihes of 
caution made no impreflion, and the 
afpirations of the charmers*^ had no 
eiFefti but remonftrance and reproof 
rather proved the caufe of increafe to 
his love, and addition to his paffion. 

VERSE. 

Love accords not with the cell of repofe. 

^0 ity f leafing is fcandal and the path of 

reproof 

From 

t The pretended conjurors of Alia, by breathing 
upon a patient, affeft the power of curing all maladies. 
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From reproofs tht pangs of lave begln^ afrejb \ 
Fr^puhlicity^ love kecomes more violent. 
Reproof is the magiftrate of thi bazar of 

kve\ 
Reproof is the poliflUf of the ruji of kive. 

Remedilefe, the counfellors and advi- 
•iers, having drawn the ftroke of confefTed 
inability over the pages of their fubjedt, 
withdrew their hands from endeavour. 
The ftate of affairs, through the attend- 
ants at the feet of the throne of royalty^ 
irtd the informed of the fecrets of . em- 
pire, reached the audience of the king i 
Wh^h the moft fkilful phyficians. being 
ap{)oihted, ftrove all in their power to 
etffe the forrows of the prince's mind, 
according to the • rules of fciehce and 
ihedical art. Their attempts, however, 
met ho fuccefsi 'nor was any advantage 
obtained. True it is, that in . every 
heart where the heaven-exalted fovereign 
of love hath taken up his abode, and, 
waving the fky-meafuring ibmdards of 

paffion^ 
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paffiony hftth founded the drum of mad- 
nefs throi^h the four regions of ele- 
mental compofitionj wifdom has no 
predominance. From the prefence of the 
guardian of prudence what can ^ue^but 
that he fliould fall into the deluge of 
mStAty and he difcomfited b^>re the 
diamptons and wo]4d-<kftroying forces 
of tine field of calamity ? Surely^ love is 
a Aormj ocean^ and wifdom only as the 
refifbance of chaff. Ijove is it world- 
deflraying tempeft> and wifdom the f^iA 
gKmmering of a lamp. Tlie wounds 
which from the envenomed fpear of 
laad&efs has beconie a gangrene, canned 
obtain liealbg from the falve-fpread Unt 
of'ifkili; siorcanthe fhntb which, dbe^ 
rtfhed' by the foitetain of love in the 
^cart, .hath put forth tfie.bloffpm of 
ipadnefs, be bitted by the autiinuial 
rfaili )of prodcncie.. 

VERSE^ 

ft^^mi only as a thoujand Jhreds on water. 

men 
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When the fires of iove are kindled^ 
They cmfume the wife man and his mfdtm. 
When hroe charges with hisfteel cladforce^ 
He mckes the gall cf arthour-vefied heroes 

diffohe Bke water^ 
Low is a deffotic fovereign of fovereigns^ 

without the toil of war. 
Love is the irrefifiihk-amjttkror of princes. 
'Ue forms his canopy ef miftry. 
He rides upon a hlood'ftained fieed\ 
He -nmatnents himfitfwHh the Hood of ^wif- 

dom% 

Headmms himfelfwifb the chains of ^adnefs. 

■ \^ 

'Whstt the kino: heard this relation 
from the -wife men of his court, the 
capital trf* his heart tiecame a prey to the 
fbrceis of defpondency and angnifli ; and 
the ftores of his nmid were fcordied tfy 
the life-deftroying li^tning of forrow. 
Having fummoned aH the learned atten- 
dant on the throne of empire to a feleft 
conference, he formed the aflembly of 
coiifultation, and aflced a remedy for the 

prince's 
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prince's diforder ? All agreed, that to 

attempt his recovery by advice or re- 

monflrance, was like beating cold iron, 

or meafuring air with the hand i becaufe, 

the affair having pafTed beyond the 

power of controul, and the arrow of divine 

will being ftiot from the bow of decree, 

it was impofiible to ftruggle with deftiny, 

or oppofe Providence. True it is, that 

no hero has a fhield againft the arrow of 

fate. It was therefore now advifeable 

for his majefty, that he fhould plan how 

the prince might gather the rofe-bud of 

his defires in the garden of enjoyment, 

,^A how the fhrub of his wiflies might 

. put forth the bloflbms of completion in 

. the grove of attainment ; in fhort, that 

the father of Bherawir Banou might con- 

fent to a union, -and grant an alliance 

t etwaen the rofe-tree of the garden of 

be^ty and the cyprefs of the margin of 

the riv?r of royalty, 

• When 
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When the well-wifhers of the throne 
could point out no other remedy for the 
healing of the prince's heart, than the 
enjoyment of Bherawir Banou, the king, 
having deeply refleded on the affair, 
enquired of his wife and faithful viziers 
the means of accompliihing fuch a dif- 
ficult bufinefs. They, after attaining the 
happinefs of kiffing the fteps of the im- 
perial throne, according to the cuftom of 
the fwimmers in the fea of ceremonials, 
thus reprefented. 

*^ It appears accordant with wifdom,- 
*^ and agreeable to policy, that a prudent 
" ambaflador fliall haften to the prefence 
^^ of ^ the father of the concealed within 
" the fkreens of purity and honour, 
*^ with prefents worthy of this ever- 
" glorious ftate. Let him alfo carry 
" letters exprefEve of regard, and foli- 
^^ citous of connedion. From his own 
" policy-diredting underftanding, which 
" is the lamp to the path of attainment, 

'' and 
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** and from the reflcAions of his pro- 
** found judgment, let him, agreeably to 
** the circumftances of time and the 
^* mode of his reception, introduce re- 
*^ marks intimating the ofcjeft of defire 
*^ with eloquence and grace, fo that any- 
*^ Bow the pearl of defire may be ftrung 
*^ on the thread of enjoyment, and he 
** may get the clue of attainment into 
« his hands.*' 

The king, thinking the wife opinion 
of his faithful minlfters moft approve- 
able, commanded his Mercury-penned fe- 
cretary and light-difplaying amanuenfis, 
that he fhould in elegant language and 
graceful ftile draw upon the thread of 
narration tiie precious gems of rhetoric, 
and the coftly pearls of expreffion of hi* 
wifties : and that he fhould give free rein 
to the zephyr-fleeted fteed of the pen in 
the plain of oratory and elegant compofi- 
tlon. The magic-compofing fcribe, ac- 
cording to the orders of the fortunate 

king, 
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king, having with the adornment of his 
fancy given new force to the nlght*hued 
treflesofexpreffion, introduced his beau* 
ty on the perfumed expanfe of the page> 
aud thus made melodious the eloquent 
nightingale of his pen on the jafmine 
Aunb of delivery. 



THE LETTER. 

^^ After offering up praife and thankf- 
giving to the Eternal, creator of the 
world, in attempting to delineate whofe 
attributes, the pen, from inability, be- 
comes divided, and loud thanks to the 
Chief of the Miffionaries, ' in the wide 
expanfe of whofe pr^fe, eloquence is 
abafhed at its own want of expreffion ; 
and next, having waved an offering of 
the flowers of gratulation and bleflings 
nurtured by the water and air of friend- 

fhip 

* Mahfimmud. 
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ftiip and union, and bloflbmed in the 
garden of alliance and mutual intereft 
over the court of the divine aflembly 
of the monarch in glory, like Feerdoon 
and Kie Khoofroo (of fortunate afpeft, 
adorner of the throne of empire and 
good fortune, giver of fplendour to the 
crown of royalty and dominion, gracer 
of the affembiy of magnificence and 
command, exalter of the ftandard of 
conqueft and vidory, ftrength of the arm 
of power and proQjerity, gnomon of the 
aftrolabe of dignity and command, index 
of the volimies of exaltation, flourifher 
of the edifts of truth, monarch of power- 
ful ftar, vidorious in war, chief flirub 
in this emerald-coloured garden^ giving 
reins to the fwift courfer of the pen of 
friendfhip in the plain of explanation, it 

becomes reprefented, * 

" Although 

' * In Afiatic cpiftles, epithets fimilar to thofc 
marked by parenthefes, as above, fometimcs fill a 
w^hok page of a complimentary letter, before you 
come to the conclufion of the opening fentence* 

The 
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** Although during fo long an inter- 
valj according to the modes and cuftonls 
of the reverencers of mere appearance,, 
coi'reipondence by letters or ambafladors, 
which is a mean of imprefling the cha- 
rafters of friendfhip and agreement, and 
a medium of binding the knot of fincerity 
and alliance, hath not taken place out- 
wardly between us ; yet internally, which 
well-informed minds alone regard as the 
foundation of aftion, the rules of truth 
and fincerity, and the fundamentals of 
friendfhip and regard have been obferved 
in the mofl perfedb manner. Our auguft 
mind has been wholly bent on the bloflbm- 
ing of the buds of kindly intercourfe, and 
the expanfion of the flowers of friendly 
connedion. Our liberal attention has 
been uniformly direcSled to that efliablifh- 
ment of fincere union and confirmation 
of true alliance, which forms a conge- 
VOL. II, G niality 

The fame nonfcnfical involution occurs in all the royal 
edi6U| patents of nobility^ and date epilUes of (he 
Oriental world, and, in the latter their omiiHoa 
would be regarded at an high affront. 
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niality of (bills and internal agreement, 
which the acquainted with the nature 
of truth and informed in facred myfteries, 
call friendihip ; and than which, in both 
worlds, a nobler connedion cannot exift. 
Doubtlefs> iimilar ideas muft have been 
reflefted on the mirror of the enlightened 
mind of your Majefty, exalted as the 
heavens, and refplendent as the pleiades, 
whofe ibul is the fource of the rays of 
fincerity and kindnefs. However, as 
our bufinefs is with the multitude, who 
•V** judging merely from appearances, have 
no opinion of their own on reality; there- 
fore the mind, venerating concord and 
friendly to agreement, of this dependant 
on the divine throne has become anxious, 
that the regulation of the connedions of 
alliance and unanimity, and the confir- 
mation of our mutual friendihip and 
intimacy, may be made appear to 
the inhabitants of the world, and the 
extent of our fincere regard be known 
as publicly as poffible by all ranks, in 

order 
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order that the high alliance between our 
two auguft families may be preferved 
until the diflblution of night and day^ 
and remain a rule of condud to all fu« 
ture glorious fovereigns. 

'^ In confequcnce of the above im- 
portant confiderations^ the chief of a 
noble family, famed for loyalty and attach* 
ment, head of faithful fervants verfed in 
fincerity, founder of the edifice of life- 
reiignation, fully acquainted with our 
inmoft defigns, who, from his infancy 
to the (eafon of youth, has been nouriihed 
under the fliade of our bounty and fa- 
vour, and been educated in our auguil 
prefence, which is the trying touchftone 
of the gold of ability, has been difpatched 
to the court of your Majefty adorning the 
throne of empire, in order that, without 
the mediation of a fecond perfon, he 
may reprefent the accounts of our 
friendfhip and regard, as he was ho- 
noured with them in our heaven-like 

G 2 court, 
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court, and deliver a charge ^ which was 
entrafted to his oral communication. 

^^ There is hope, from the auguft 
difpofition of that centre of the circle of 
majefly and royalty, that, having tinged 
Ihe fingers of the bride of our requeft 
with the Hinna ' of affent, they will give 
with the friendly moifture of bounty 
and kindnefs, lading freflinefs and bloom 
to the garden of unanimity i that, hav- 
ing cleared away the damp of eftrange- 

ment 

^ Requeuing the princefs in marriage. 

' The leaves of a flirubi which bruifed is applied 
to the palms of the hands, and dies them red* It is 
frequently ufed by all Afiatics ; and before marriage, 
the application of it is made with particular cere- 
monies both by the bride and bridegroom. Dr. 
RnfTelly in his Hiflory of Aleppo, defcribes the 
leaf, its preparation and mode of application. It is 
efteemed not merely ornamental, but medicinal : 
and I have myfelf often experienced in India a moft 
refrefliing coolnefs through the whole habit from an 
embrocation, or rather plafter, of Hinna, applied to 
the foles of my feet, by prefcription of a native 
pb} fician* The effed lafted for fome days. 



I 
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ment from the mirror of the heart with 
the poliih of benevolence and condefccn- 
jfion, they will render us bound by obli- 
gation and pledged to gratitude. By 
this means they will in this unftable 
world beftow durability on the edifice of 
friendfhip, by a new fecurity and im- 
proved conftruftion. 

*^ To the adorners of the chief feats 
in the aflemblies of wifdom, and the ex- 
plorers of the walks of the Garden of 
Knowledge, whofe illumined mmds are 
as the mirrors refleifting truth, it is not 
unknown that, on all the produftions of 
creation, on the pages of formation, 
and tablet of difcovery, a more approved 
figure from the pencil of the depiftor of 
divine decree, (which is the contriver of 
all forms of exiftence,) has not been 
pourtrayed, than Friendlhip, as moft 
pf aife-worthy in all ranks of men. Now 
as this connexion among the common 
degrees of mankind is produftive of a 

G 3 thoufand 
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thoufand benefits and advantages, it is 
evident what good confequences muft 
enfue from its confirmation between 
heaven*>exalted fovereigns and princes of 
iublime rank> who are the prime of area* 
tion, and feleft produftions of beings and 
whom, after the prophets (to whom be 
all refpeft) the divine creator has diftin* 
guifhed above all created beings and 
things. 

•^ Our reafon for defcanting on thefe 
felicitous fubje<5ts> and'Our objeA in dis- 
playing the above beneficial illuftrations> 
is, that Ihould any conceited fecretary, 
ignorant of the rules of prudence, and 
void of the treafure of wifdom, (whofe 
fenfations have no feeling of the foul- 
delighting perceptions of friendfhip, and 
to whofe view the portals of truth have 
never been expanded, but who efteems 
being employed in fuch important afl^irs 
a mean of difplaying his own abilities) 
enter upon criticifm, and^ veiling him- 

felf 



% 
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felf appttrendy in the robes of loyaltJ^ 
tOr . wJbichi USb fa£)^ his difeourie is inimi** 
calj reprefent the beautiful aipedi: of die 
charmer of this important requeft^ which 
ia the living Leila^ "^ acceptable to our 
jbeart^ contrary to truth ■ Your Mft- 
jcfty may^ not fuffering your gracious 
mind to be difjpleafed with fiich ignorance, 
examine it with your own juft penetrar 
tion and innate judgment^ in the retired 
chamber of your own pure mind> and 
view it with impartial eye and truth- 
deiking view ; fo that> in a proper man- 
ner, the degree of her charms reaching 
the. place of difclofure, the ^cimen of 
her world-plcaiing beauty may afibrd 
unbounded delight to your heart. 

" It may have reached the hearing 
of the refle<fted-upon by the rays of 
your Majefty's yicimty, that in a region 
dependant upon the empire of your 
friend, fome of the borderers (who for 

G 4 generations^ 

'^ The heroine of a Ferfian lore poem. 
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generations had bowed their heads under 
the line of fubmiillon^ and who^ like 
the medial dot, removed not from the 
circle of obedience and fubjeftion) at the 
inftigation of fome fhortfighted leaders, 
in whofe brains the fumes of pride and 
vanity (which are the bafeft of human 
imperfeftions) had arifen, having gone 
aftray in the mazes of error and miftake^ 
had rifen in rebellion. Suppofing high 
mountains and difficult pafTes, almoft 
inacceflible, their refuge and ihelter, 
having extended the hands of rapine on 
the treafure and goods of the inhabitants 
of the neighbouring cities, they rufhed 
into the path of their own deftrudtion. 

" As the care and protedlion of man- 
kind, (the committed charge and truft of 
the creator) and the punifhment of fadious 
fchemers, was incumbent upon our au-' 
guft genius. We detached a powerful 
army of our gallant foldiery, under the 
command of one of our diftinguiflied 

generals 
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geneFals. The divine aufpices, favour, 
and bounty; have ever attended the 
ftandard of our government, and the 
gale of viftory and fuccefs Jiath con- 
ftantly waved the flags of our proipe- 
rky. In a ihort time, the rebels became 
fo- trampled under the feet of our hoft- 
4efeating heroes, and crufhed by our 
gallant forces, as to become examples 
to other evil-minded wretches. The 
ftrength of our heaven-fupported govern- 
ment, and afliirance of the divine ailift- 
ance to the ftandards of our auguft family, 
made heartfelt impreiSons on all mankind. 
True it is, that whoever girds up the . 
loins of enmity in falfe pride, and rival- 
fhip againft the chofen of the throne of 
the Supreme and the exalted in the courts 
of God, that fin becomes the deftruc- 
tion of his life, and he falls quickly, like 
a wrongly direfted arrow, to the ground. 

*' Attheinftigationoffriendfhipand 
regard, the above amicable fentences 

have 
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have been penned. If tt bdiediTine wSl, 
the'conneftions of dliancewHl attain frefll 
reguktion^ and the foundations of amity 
new ftrength. 

•' We hope that your Ma]efty> who 
addd Q)Iendour to the afp ed of royalty 
and proipenty> regarding die cuftoms 
of friendihip and union^ will relate to 
this dependant on the divine throne^ 
who is innately anxious for alliance, ac- 
counts of your auguft welfare s the intent 
of your wiihes and high defigns i the 
glory of your throne, public and private j 
the modes of adminiftering juftice ; the 
punifhment of the leaders ^of faftion 
and contention; alfo, an explanation of 
the laws for fccurity of your empire, re- 
ligious eftablifliments, and profperity of 
your fobjefts ; the extent of the rays of 
your bounty to mankind, and of your 
proteftion to religion j likewife, the vic- 
tories and fuccefies which may have 
attended you, and are the chief graces 

of 
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of royalty and empite. Farthers the 
light-footed deed of the pen has not 
found permiflion to proceed on the phun 
of prolixity. 

" May the Sun of Empire and Suc- 
cefs^ and the Luminary of the (plendour 
and good fortune of your Majefty, fa* 
youred by the divine court, continue 
fhining in the iky of permanence and 
firmament of eternity ! '* ** 

* The above epiille feems to have been copied 
from thofeof Akbar, written by the celebrated Aboa 
FcKAol, and is exadUy fuch an one zs an emperor of 
Hindooftaa would fiend to a brother potentate on a 
fimilar occafion in the prefent day. The traniladon 
is as literal as poffible. 

Of this kttGtf and the whdechi^ter, Daw has 
glven^ what cannot be called mon Asm a fiunt one* 
line of (he ozigmal; 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

The ambaflador, bemg cUfmHTed 
from the king's prefence, became ardu- 
ous in the path of travel; and, ufing 
expedition in his journey, in a fliort time 
obtained the honour of audience. Ac- 
cording to the cuftoms of the verfed in 
ceremonial, and the rules of the ac- 
quainted with prudence, he prefented 
the royal letter, with a prefent of valu- 
ables and rarities ; and, after the proper 
compliments^ delivered his commiflion. 

The 
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The Sultan, when he was informed of 
the purport of the requcft, reddened with 
anger; his colour changed, and the 
marks of difpleaiure appeared upon his 
countenance. He pufhed the hand of 
l^fufal againll the breaft of the envoy, 
and would not by any means comply 
with his petition. 

VERSE. 

The arched bow of his y throws was coum 

tra8ed\ 
From the fiercenefs of his look^ the fpeaker 

trembled. 
So angrify he darted his eyes at the mejfenger^ 
That his brain was confufed at their ardent 

glances. 

The attendants on the carpet of pros- 
perity, on obferving the change whichv 
took pkce in their fovereign's manner, 
were alarmed, and ftood mute as painted 
figures; while the ambaflador, turning 
pde from excefs of mortification, bound 

the 
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the burden of hopeleflheTs on the camels 
of despair. The very day of his arriyad^ 
(more uneafy to the unlucky envoy than 
jdiat of his deadi) a learned iecretary^ by 
order of the kingj drew up a reply to 
his mailer's letter ; with which returning 
towards his own country without the 
objeft of his wifhes^ he paced the road 
of difappointment. 



THE REPLY. 

*^ After laud and thankfgivings to the 
pure Eternal, and praife and reverence to 
the Prophet — To the facred mind of the 
adorner of the garden of royalty, (prefix 
dent in the affembly of empire, rediner 
upon the culhions of fovcreignty, gracer 
of the throne of dignity and power, 
giver of fplendour to the crown and 
throne, introdudion to the volumes of 
learning and knowledge, chief link in the 

chain 



^ 
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chain of command^ principal band of 
the ties of dominion and heroifm)-^Be it 
known^ that the garland of finoerity and 
regardt namely^ their epifUe perfumed 
with friendftup, every word of which was 
as a newly-coined phrafe "* on the page 
of learning,) having made its honouring 
defcent in a moft aufpicious period, when 
various delights and pleafiires employ* 
ed us— rendered happy our auguft mind. 
The expreffions refpedting the rules of 
friendfhip and regard, fo well written, had 
the honour of perufal^ and the charmer 
of mefTage,^ to introduce whom, the 
eloquent tongue of your ambaflador 
was neceffitated, found admiffion to the 
chamber of our fublime audience. 

^^ Praife be to God, this obliged by 
the divine Majefty has, from his bound* 
lefs favour, gathered ample ftores of the 
flowers of knowledge, and numerous 

garlands 

. * This ftntence^is meant as a fatSrical remark on 
the poropofe %le of the emperoi^s letter* 
' The requelt of family alliance. 
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garlands of the blofToms of pradence^ 
into the lap of his condition. Accord- 
ing to his high genius and expanded 
mind, under the heavenly diredHon, he 
is diftinguifhed by the infpiration of 
truth and information. Watching, there- 
fore, ftridly as an enemy, his own foibles, 
he makes conftant remarks upon his 
txwn proceedings, public and private, in 
the volume of obfervation, hoping for 
pardon; and is not to be enfnared by 
the fool-deceiving exprefEons of felf- 
interefted perfons. Diftinguifhing be- 
tween falfehood and truth, he does not 
engage in any matter that may prove the 
occafion of fhame, and eipecially of ridi- 
cule, among mankind. 

'' It becomes the high dignity of mo- 
narchs of heaven-like ftation, who fhould 
be examples to the world, and whom the 
creator has diftinguifhed among its inha- 
bitants in the circle of being as central 
points and proteftors of the public, 

that 
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that in every alFair which they medi- 
tate, they fhould, like compafles, draw 
the line of confideration around the plan» 
and having weighed its propriety and 
objedkions in the fcales of argument, 
then commit to the flight of execution 
the eagle of performance. Should they 
themfelves not pofTefs a fufficient por- 
tion of difcriminating wifdom and clear 
judgment, then, having joined to their 
•own ideas thofe of their ably-reflefting 
viziers, they fhould feek afliftance from 
their advice j and, agreeably to their 
opinion, difplay upon the pages of ap- 
pearance the plans of high defign and 
important objeft ; fo that they may be 
applauded, and no difficulty or hindrance 
occur to their completion. To boafl 
of unaccomplifhed plans, or commit 
them to the pen, wifdom direds not ; 
and, doubtlefs, no confequences but 
ihame can accrue from fuch condud."* 
VOL. II. H May 

s This alludes to the boafts of viflory made in 
the emperor's letter. 



^ 
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May the cvcr-exifting God afFord you 
the grace of rightly-guiding wifdom ! 
and may the fun of your royalty ihine 
in the firmament of perpetuity !" ' 

' Of Dow*s imitation of this, I tm coDftntned 
to make the {$mc remark aa on his lail chapter. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 



W HEN the embailador, without 
the objed of his miffion having returned 
in mortification and fadnefs^ obtained the 
honour of kifiing the carpet of the king 
^f kings, and prefented the denial-pour- 
traying letter, inimical to alliance, be- 
fore the attendants on the fteps of the 
imperial throne j the fovereign, on ac- 
count oC the charaders of gratification 
not being imprefled on the tablet of his 
defiresj and the deviation of the father 

H 2 of 
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of Bherawir Banou from the ftraight 
path of friendfliip, became exceedingly 
ibrrowful/ and inexpreflible anguiih on 
this account afflifted his mind. Calling, 
therefore, the prince to a private audi- 
ence, he informed him of the ftate of 
af&irs ; and again opening the portals of 
admonition, offered arguments againft 
the ill effedls of obftinacy and periiftance 
in fuch a difficult buiinefs and hazardous 
imdertaking. He hoped that, having 
heard them with the ear of attention, he 
would lay afide his defign, and quit fuch 
a dangerous fcheme : but, as the fea of 
paffion agitated the prince, and the wine 
of love fermented in the ftill of his 
heart, the precious gems of advice had 
not with him the value of a grain of 
barley, nor had the remonftrances of 
propriety more efFedl: with him than 
wind. Suddenly raifing his head from 
the knee of forrow, he exclaimed : 



re 



The 



» 
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*' The juft obferyations and gracious 
<^ admonitions of your Majefty^ ail merit 
** to be impreffed on the tablet of my 
** heart, and to be written in charafters 
*^ of gold i but it is neceflary to know, 
/^ that love is all contradiddon, and at 
** perfed enmity againft worldly wifdom. 
*^ Like Mujjenou, I have yielded the 
*^ reins of felf-controul into the guidance 
*^ of madnefs. What profit then can re- 
*^ monftra^ce yield, and what eafe can 
*^ wiiUom afford me ? 

VERSE. 

" Seek not admiffionfor advice into wy hrain^ 
" For that recefs is filled with the found of 
,*« tho Chung and Rubbaub.'* \ 

In fhort, the inward diftradKon and 
mental diforder of the prince paffed all 
bounds; fo that, Mujjenou like, love 
wrefting the bridle of patience from the 
palm of his command, made him a 

H 3 wretched 

• Mufical inilrtimentB* 
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wretched wanderer^ bewildered in the 
mazes of fearch. Remedilefs^ and de- 
termined upon exile from his family and 
country, he chofe poverty before royalty, 
and gave the preference to wretchednei^ 
over the command of a world. He 
eAeemed toil better than rqx»fe, and 
pilgrimage than home. Coftbg off thie 
crown of royalty frcnn the head t)f 
profperity, he ailttmed in ks room the 
o^ of a fakeer ; and tearing the fiik^ 
robes from his delicate fc»tn> put on tife 
coarfeft raiment. His fun-refembling 
face, more gentle than the rofe, he rub- 
bed over with aflied; and with tortured 
heart, and tear-flowing eyes, in queft of 
his beloved, with the foot of defire and 
pace of fearch^ meafured the defart. 

VERSE. . 

Ifyw pkafant is kve, th4i when hephmders^ 
The mnarth can put 9h the vefiment of the 

ieggar! 
Docs he ea/e the head rf the king of a crown ? 

Let 
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Im Mm aQumt the dvlk^ and h$ will ctmfa 
Rayaky* * 

At fight of the prince's unhappy 
ilate> lamentations ifiiied ftom the bor 
&ms of alil^ and high and low flied the 
.tears of .regret* All ranks, beating t<v- 
-gether the hand of forrow, hit the 
Angers of . amazement. The echo of 
;fighs reached the fldes from every blade 
'0f gra& in the country ; and the moan- 
ings of the afflii£ted people afcended to 
the azure vault of heaven. The pillars 
^ the ilate and chiefs of the country^ 
tm hearing thia foul-diftraAing ^tvA^ 
Jbeconsing overpowered with the wine 
of regret, without delay hailed to the 
prefence of the princcj and, with an 
hundred agonies and pangs, fhed tulip- 
coloured tears Uotcl the goblets of their 
cyeis on their venerable cheeks. Again 

H 4 introducing 

* The drcfs of a dirveih. 
« The dirv€ihe8 are caUed alfo (haws or kiogf, as 
being fovereigns of their paflioni* 
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introducing advice and entreaty, did 
they implore his relinquifliment of fuch 
a foul-terrifying refolve. The prince, 
wandering from the maniioa of (anity 
and underftanding, having emitted from 
the fiery recefs of his heart the eafe- 
confuming fparks of ibrrow, kindled 
upon his tongue, as in a lampj the life- 
deftroying flames of defire. Having 
poured forth his heart like grain, bit 
-by bit, from his deluge-flowing eyes 
down his cheeks, he (aid : * 

" O ! ye wife men, fince the diipen- 
<^ fers of providence have from the table 
*^ of the nine difties* of heaven decreed 

*^ my 

^ This lail fentence, and the following fpccch of 
the prince, are another fample of the myftical and 
incohereht ramblings of eailem devotees, as well as 
lovers. The tranflation is literal, fo that I hope the 
rea4er will excufe nonfenfe not my own. 

' Some divines among the mufTulmauns fay there 
are nine, others, feven heavens, in ftones one 
above another. The word for ftory and dilh is the 
fame in the Arabic* 
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*^ my food to be the blood of my heart, 
** and the pourtrayers of divine will 
*^ have drawn on the tablet of my fore- 
^' head the figures of ill fame, and my 
^' fatemuftbetheibrrowsofloveandthe 
vexations of pilgrimage, how can I 
try to obtain repofe and lay hold 
** of the rdns of reputation ? 

VERSE. 

** Since ny deftiny is^ that I muft drink 
•* the blood of griefs howy alas ! how 
" J^ould Ifuaffthe wine of enjoyment ? 

** To erafe the charafters of fete, 
*' from the fliining paper, with the 
^^ penknife of contrivance, and to ftrug- 
^^ gle with divine command, is in vain 
'^ to human nature, which is bound in 
the chains of fubjeftion, and confined 
in the enclofure of imbecility. Now 
that madnefs tortures my brain, and 
" defire has rent the robes of patience, 

^^ what 
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/^ what room is there for advice and 
^^ remonftrance ? This is rather a time 
'^ to £x)the and affift me. If then you 
<< can, withhold not your ^vour, but 
>' help me from your hearts; or elfe 
*V Withdraw your hands from me and 
f ' my affairs, that I may commit myfelf 
as I chufe, in the path of fean:h^ to 
the thorns and rocks ; plunge the ada^ 
mant of calamity into my entrdls> 
and pierce my heart with the point of 
despair. For me, the ground of my 
beloved's path is a fufficient bed^ 
'* and for a foft pillow, the ftones of 
^ my miftreis's dbode will iufBce. 

VJBSIS£« 

^ A^ JitiitfsSKoH €dn (mfy be where ntf 

•* iow is: 
^ I Wfidiitymy utfmji to reach her abode.^ 

Having fpoken the above, he laid 
^fcold «f the ftrohg hancUe of refignation, 

which 
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which is the beft mirror for (hewing 
the reflcAed diarmer of attainment, and 
reclining on the ftafF of divine compaf- 
lion, the fureft fupport to wanderers in 
the path of diftrefs, bound the burthen 
of defign on the casnel of defperation, 
and became, like the weftem breeze, 
intent in the road of travel. The parrot, 
who was the intimate confidant of the 
aflembly of fidelity, he carried with him. 
Several of the loyal courtiers, who had 
their brains frefh moiftened with oil of 
violets and almonds,^ at fuch a crifis, 
regarding it as impiety againft the faith 
of fincerity and tonftancy, and apoftacy 
from the religion of truth and fidelity, 
to turn afide from the road of accompa* 
niment; in order to prove their duty 
and attachment, and enjoy the felicity 
of ading right, feeking honour in the 

glorious 

r Meaning, I fuppofe, gratitude. The aOufion 
proceeds from the cufiom of prefenting perfumed 
oils and eiTences t6 guefts. 
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glorious attendance upon his ftirrup^ 
joined in the praifc-worthy expedition/ 



* In Dow*! imiution of thi^chapter,, a fcanty 
fprinkling of the original metaphors, widi many 
of hia own, forms the compofition 1 and I rather 
fofpeft he called our ibng of Mad Tom to hia 
afliiUnce. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP- XVL 



W HEN the prince, devoted to 
defpair, like Mujjenou, at the defpotic 
command of cruel love, who in every 
quarter holds the hearts of illtiftrious 
monarchs enchained in the locks of 
moon-faced Venus-browed damfels, and 
dependant as Harut * in the well of their 

dimples 

« 

* Harut and Marut» fome fay, were two ma« 
gicians or angels, fent by God to teach men magic, 
and to tempt them ; but others tell a longer fable, 
L c* that the angels expreiUng their furprize at 

the 
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dimples, like the gul Peaddeh, ^ with- 
drawing his mind from the garden of 
repofe, mounted the fteed of toil ; hav- 
ing advanced his foot in the path of 
labour, and regarding as light the diffi- 
culties of the defart, he in a ihort time 

meafured 

the wickednefs of the Tons of Adam, after prophets 
had been fent to them with divine commiilions, 
God bid them chuie two of their own number to 
be fent down to be judges of the earth. They 
pitched upon Harut and Marut, who executed 
their office with integrity for feme time, tiJl Zo- 
hara, or the planet Venus, defcended and appeared 
before them in the ihape of a l)eautiful woman, 
briAsing a complaint againft her hi^/bsmd : though 
others ftty (he was t mortal female. As loon as 
they iaw her they fell in love with her, and en* 
deavoured to prevail upon her to fatisfy their 
defires ; but fhe fl^w up again to heaven, whither 
the two angels alfo returned, but were not ad- 
nritlgrl. However, on the intereeiien of a certain 
pious man, they were allowed to chufe, whether they 
would be puniihed in this life, or the other. They 
diofe the former, and now fuffcr puniihment in 

Babel, 
* What flower this is I know not. It iignificfs 
walking rofe or flower. It may be the fenfltive 
plant* 




CH. l6. GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE. I29 

meafured a confiderable diftance^ and^ 
like the moon, with unceafing Telocity, 
in a few days travelled oyer a long {pace. 
At length, a broad lake oppofed his 
progrefs, the oppofitc flxore of which, 
like the boundary of grief for a lover's 
abfence, was undiicernible. Such was 
the raging of the waves, that even the 

fiih 

Babel, where they are to remain till the day of 
judgment. They add, that if a man has a faBcy 
to learn magic, he may go to them and hear 
their voice, but cannot fee them. 

This ftory, Mahummud took from the Perfiau 
magi, who mention two rebellions angels of the 
fame name, now hung up by the feet in the ter» 
ritory of Babel; and the jews have fomewhat 
like it of the angel Shambozai, who having de- 
bauched himfelf with women, repented, and by 
way of pennance hung himfelf between heaveh 
and earth.— Vide S alb's Koraun, page 20, note <• 
May not the apocryphal dory of Sufamia and the 
two elders have given foundation to this tradition ? 
In the mode of pennance, that of the Hindoo 
hanging by the feet from a tree (which is com- 
mon,) has fome affinity to the puniduncnt of 
Harut and Marut. 
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fifli fainted at their fury, and the rocks 
were divided by the force of the dafliing 
furges. As, without a veflel, to crofs this 
red fea-refembling ocean, was out of the 
circle of poffibility, the prince (his lip 
parched in the road of fearch, his heart 
anxious for the fountam of love, and 
who Mrifhed to borrow wings from the 
roamers of the air, and, foaring like 
them, to reach the defired country ) 
now became deprefled, and from excels 
of defpair began to gafp like a fifh on. 
the ftrand. 

The parrot, who in the firmament 
of friendfliip feared on the wings of 
fincerity, was vexed in heart at his af- 
fiidtion, and faid, " O thou wanderer in 
** the wildernefs of toil, and loft in the 
maze of pilgrimage, now that thou 
art thyfelf confined in the iron cage 
^' of diftrefs, and captivated in the 
*' mournful fnare of love, to keep me 
^' ftill imprifoned is not advifeable. 

" Nay 
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*' Nay, it is even politic that, approv- 
** ing not of the confinement of a 
^^ faohleis and fincere flave, fuch as I 
am, haying loofened the chains from 
my wings, thou ihouldft liberate me 
*^ from this iron fortrcfe, ^ that I may 
ipread the plumes of endeavour, and 
fly to all quarters in fearch of a re- 
medy for thy cafe, until I may grafp 
^' the tablet of defire in my talons. 
** Pojflibly, the difficulty-opening key 
^* may come to hand, and thy fearch 
*' reach its objed-'* 

The prince replied, ""^ Ah ! my fym- 
'* pstfhifing friend, thou knowcft that, 
*^ in tills diftrefsful joimiey, what alone 
** can fupport my heart and for an inftant 
** lighten my fofrows, is thy company 
" and converfation. I dread, left when 
« freed from thy cage, and roaming on 
^* the wings of liberty in the air, the 
** love of thy fellow-parrots fhould fe- 
VOL. II. I " duce 

<^ Hit cag?« 
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* ducc thee from thy attachment to me, 
' and the inftindt of defire, towards thy 

* natural friends and fellows, fpeaking 
^ the fame language, diveft thy mind 
' of inclination to aflbciate with me. 
^ If fo, the pain of thy defertion will 
^ be added to my afflidtions and trou- 
^ ble.'' 



The parrot anfwercd; ** Though 
certainly the aflertion of a poor bird 
like me is not in general deferring 
confidence, ( and indeed, to expe<5t re- 

'* turn from a liberated fongfter is not 
the maxim of the prudent j ) yet, 
know and confider, that the depidor 

*' of the volume of contrivance, has 
not drawn all objeds fimilar in this 
plan of creation ; nor has the Mani 

^* of omnifcience in the arzung of be- 
ings, fketched with the pencil of de- 
fign all his portraits after the fame 

*^ likenefs. However, praife be to God, 

^^ who has molded the compofition of 

^' this 
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*' this humble foarer from the clay and 
water of conftancy, and planted nor 
thing in the tillage of my mind, (who 
am at beft only an handful of fea- 

^ thers) but the feed of fidelity. 






VERSE. 



/ do not think IJhould nmove my head 
^* from the line of attachment^ though^ like 
** the reed^ they fhoUld feparate me joint 
^' by joint. 



€K 



I promife folemnly to your high- 
*^ nefs, that until you attain from thi 
*^ ocean of fearch the pearl of your de- 
** fires, and acquire the objedt of youl- 
" wifhes, I will not leave your gracious 
•*^ prefence j but, inceflTantly ftretching thft 
^* wings of endeavour in faithful fervice-i 
'^* will regard the approbation- of youi- 

12 . ^^ heart 

* The Egyptian reed, of which the orientals 
make pens, grows to a great length in joints like 
the, cane* It is called callum. Henct the ktiii 
•Word Calamus* 
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heart as the mean of gsunlng the 
applaufe of my creator. 
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VSR98* 

" Ihsve no ajjlum but attkf thr$fhld\ 
** whert can I lay nrf heaj^ but at thy gate? 

^* li die ikirt of wtf diedaration 
^^ fhoold prove intereftedj may the 
•* diTiiie power, who created parrots 
with green veilure and red bills> in 
th(i judgment of the refurreftion, 
'^ caufe me to riie again accurfed and 
^* black as the raven I and may he, in 
" this prefent confined ftate of exiftence, 
*^ render me tormented in the claws rf 
^^ the blood-fliedding and execiilioner^ 
** like cat* No other reafon for the(e 
*^ declarations pervades my heart, but 
** fmcere wifhes and anxiety for thy 
** welftre. My eameft defire is, that 
** having been the fburce of impprt- 
*^ ant advantage,.! may fatisfy the daims 
^ of thy bounty upon xne." 

Thf 
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The prince, regatdir^ the profeffionk 
of the wife bird as worthy of credit^ 
releafed him from his cage^ and faid; 

VERSE, 

** Ta the man of honour^ nothing is 
more binding than a protnife. Fix the 
hand of fidelity on the Jkirt of promife^ 
** and ftrive with all thy might not to rend 
*' it. Be cautious that thou break not thy 
** promife^for bfe^ though precious^ is no* 
*• thing worth if Jiigmatifed by breach of 
" faith:* 

The parrot inftantly foared alofti 
and fkimming through the air, glanced 
his eye over every quarter of the coun- 
try • At length he perceived a cottage, 
lowly like the minds of the humble, and 
fmall like the eyes of the Tartars. He 
alighted on the branch of a tree near it, 
wifliful to know who was the owner, 
and why he had chofen his habitation 
in fuch a wildernefs. He beheld a hut 

formed 
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formed of reeds, the door of it expand- 
ed like the forehead of the virtuous, 
aiid its infide clean as the minds of 
the innocent. Within, fat an old man, 
bowed down with age, repofing in an 
afhy coloured veft, like the devoted to 
contemplation of the Divinity and fearch- 
ers of religious truth. Hehadfpread the 
fujjadeh of abftinence, and was employed 
with all fervour and devotion in the 
Tufbah and Taleeh* The glow of fin- 

cerity 

« Counting his beads, and repeating the attributes 
of God. The MuiTulmauns ufc, like the Roman 
Catholics, a rofary of beads called Tuibah, or 
implement of praife. It confilts, if I recolleft 
aright, of ninety nine beads ; in dropping which 
through the fingers, they repeat the attributes of 
God, as, " O Creator, O Merciful, O Forgiving, 
O Omnipotent, O Omnifcient, &c. &c." This 
aft of devotion is called Taleel, from the repetition 
of the letter L, or Laum, which occurs in the 
word Allah, (God), always joined to the epithet 
or attribute, as Ya Allah Khalick, O God, the 
Creator ; Ya Allah Kerreem, O God, the Merci- 
ful, &c. &c. The devotees may be feen muttering 
their beads as they walk the ilreetS| and in the 

interval 
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cerity ihone upon his brow, and the 
light of true knowledge btemed upon 
his open front. His heart was delivered 
from the blandifhments of the world. 
A white beard round his expreffive 
countenance, appeared as fhining rays 
about the fun^ and from his afhy- 
ftaincd forehead ^ the light of truth dart- 
ed as a lamp from the veil of a fliade,* 

VERSE. 

He was as it were a garden blooming 
in a dejarl^ and as a Jky objcured by dujiy 
miji. 

14 He 

interval of converfation in company. The rofaries 
of perfons of fortune and rank have the beads of 
diamonds, pearls, rubies and emeralds. Thofe of 
the humble are flrung with berries, coral, or glafs 
beads. 

' Dirveflies rub their faces with afhes, as the 
emblem of mortification. 

8 When placed (as in hot climates the natives 
fit at night) out of doors, the lamp is furrounded 
by a fhade of gauze or glafs, fometimes of filvcr 
pierced with holes, like our ftable lanthorns. 



"% 
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He had retired from mankind^ and was 
thin as the threads of his religions haHi. 
He had no objell but devotion \ wr inleni^ 
but that of fiety. 7he lightning of his 
tfe was a lamp of hope^ and his momir^ 
afpirations favourable to future hUfs. 

The parrot, when he perceived the 
tablet of the dirvelh's afpedt clear as 
the polifhed mirror, immediately began 
to talk J and in the manner of the 
acquainted with the rules of compli- 
ment, uttered Ibains of gratulation. The 
good-hearted hermit, from the fweet 
eloquence of the bird, glowed with zeal- 
ous admiration of the works of God; 
and, like Solomon,** attending to his 
condition, enquired his iituation \ faying, 

** O emerald 

*> Solomon ia faid to have underHood the ]aii« 
gitage of btrdsy who, when he travelled, flocked 
together and formed a fliade over hit throne, whicb 
was placed upon a carpet of green filk large enough 
to hold all his forces. On his right hand flood 
the men, and on the left the genii. The wind 
at his command conveyed the carpet wherever he 

plcafed 
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'' O emerald feathered foarer^ elo- 
quent as Jefu8j from whofe rofeate 
beak the living water of eloquence 
^« diftiisj what affair art thou engaged 
^< in ? and in whofe (earch haft thou 
•* extended the wings of defire ? for 
** from thy foul-delighting words, the 
*' fcent of truth and conftancy pervades 
** my fenfe/* 

The parrot replied, ** O Adorner 
of the garden of divinity, and ac- 
quainted with the myfteries of facred 
" love ! fince the reflection of the be- 
" loved objeift of this tired wanderer 
** can be beft feen on the world-difpjay- 
^ ing mirror of thy gracious mind, 
" what occaiion is there for thy fervant's 
'' engaging in impertinent detail? 

V£RS£» 

pleaicd, nvHile the army of birds ibeltered all from 
the fun. Sale's Koraun, vol. II. page 223. The 
French muft have taken the idea of their invading 
balooD from this fabuloiu tradition* 
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VERSE. 

** // is not mceffary to fpeak our wants in 

" thy auguft court. 
^^ The forrows of none can be unknown ta 

" thy enlightened mind. 
** Though the heavenly fun is the eye and 

" lamp of the worlds 
« Tet the bejlower of light on it^ is the 

« duftof thy feet:* 

The dawn-like minded fage, having 
by his internal light developed the 
myfteries of the parrot, commanded 
him to bring the prince to his prefence* 
And the bird, exulting with joy at fuch 
felicitous tidings, laughing and caw- 
cawing* like the cockatoo, conveyed 
himfelf at one flight to his mailer. Hi's 
crimfon beak, like the rofe-bud at the 
waving of the zephyr, feemed to blufh 
with a brighter glow. 

Tha 

* I truft this coinage of a word may be forgiven 
sne» as I could not find one to ezprefs the 
caw-caw of the original* 
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The prince, who from defpondency 
and wearinefs being bound in forrow 
and diftrefs, had his eye fixed on the 
path of his parrot, fmiled in hope at his 
lively manner of approach, and impa- 
tiently demanded his adventures. The 
joyful bird, having informed hini of the 
circumftances, became his guide to the 
hermit, immerfed in the wine of unity, 
whofe aufpicious meeting was the key 
of the gates of attainment. The prince, 
whofe every hair was bound in obli- 
gation to the kindnefs and fidelity of 
the parrot, without delay haftened to 
obtain the felicitous interview with the 
Jefas-like dirvelh. When he arrived 
near his bounty-giving threfhold, and 
his view was gratified by the fight of 
his enlightened countenance, having 
performed the cuftomary obedience . of 
difciples, he advanced, and feating himfelf 
on the earth before his door, (which 
was as a coUyrium to the eye of hope) 
exprefled his wants in the following 



rtrk. *' The fea and mountains are in 
'* 017 path. Affift my ckfignj O rir* 
^ tudusfiige!" 

The dirveih rq)liedj '^ O fmtunatt 
^' youthi pnuie be to the Lord of the 
•* univer(e» who is the difpeller of the 
^ difficulties of his fervants. Be fiuth-* 
\^ fulj for faith is the ojyener c^ the por^ 
^ Cal of attainment. Depend upon the 
'• ftrong hold of the fecred prayer in 
^* the Koraun^ (we fubmit ourfelves to 
•* . thee, we entreat hdp of thee \, for, 
y except God, there is no true helper 
'^ to befeech, and, excepting him, none 
•* can help. Plgnt the foot of hope on 
•* the ftrcmg bridge of refignation, for 
^^ it is the fafeft pafTage of our objeds. 
^^ Go. alone, for (blitude is a fecure 
^^ path to enjoyment. Shut thy eyes 
*' to every other objeft, if thou defireft 
*^ to meet thy beloved.*' 

The 
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Thepriace^ agreeably to the orders 
of the Khizzer-Kke dirveflit having dtf* 
miflcd his domeftics and attendants, ckh 
led his eyes upon his own ex^ence. 
When he opened them, he found kiiB* 
felf mth the parrot on the other fide of 
the lake. 

T£RSE« 

The mirror of hofy dirvefkeSj atom tm 
rtfieR the obfeS of the praters of kh^s. 

Primes are indeed the KiMahs ^ ofpray^ 
«r, hut the reafon is^ iheir Jidmjjkn to t/k 
venerabk religious. 

Though the paflage of the ftormy 
lake^ and the company o( the wife and 
eloquent bird was a fburcc of pfeafure 
and gratification to die prince's heattj 

and 

^ The tempk of Mecca is the Kibkh, or point 
of prayer to the MaiTulmauns } as the eaft is with 
Chriilians in the weft as the point of the hoi/ 
fepttlchre. 
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«id the gentle converfe of the feathered 
-poet gave eafe to his mind ; yet, from 
-iblitude and deprivation of the accom- 
paniment of his domeftics in fuch a 
boundlefs defart, he became overwhelmed 
an a fea-of defpondency, and, like thofe 
who have loft their way, plunged in 
difficulty. As delire after the country 
of his beloved forcibly impelled him, 
*and love guided the reins of his mind, 
like Mujjenou, he meafured the wilder- 
nefs. From deep diftrefs, tears of crim- 
ion hue bedewed his cheeks. He heed- 
Jiefsly trod over ftiarp thorns and pointed 
rocks. Relying on the divine favour, 
the confoler of thofe who fit in the dark- 
Jiefs of the night of confufion, and the 
guide of lonely wanderers in the wilder- 
nefs of error, he made the nightingale of 
Ipeech melodious in this verfe : 

VERSE. 

If the flame of Toor^ will not aid me with 
a Jingle r^^ 

• ' ' '^las! 

' The mountain in which Mofes faw the burning 
l)u(h. 
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jilas! What remedy can I of^ofe to the 
darknefs of night ? 

When the prince, his lips patched 
in the fands of affliftion, and over- 
come by the fumes of frenzy, in this 
dreadful wildernefs, ( at whofe horror 
even the wild and favage natives were 
panic-ftricken) had proceeded fome fer- 
fungs on a road which had no refting- 
place — fuddenly, an old man, whofe 
hody from exceffive weaknefe appeared 
l}Owed like a waning crefcent, but whoie 
forehead beamed with the light of devo- 
tion, advancing from a ftraw hut, faid to 
him, " Thou haft done me a kindnefe, 
and'brought good fortune with thee, by 
cafting the ihadow of royalty over 
my humble dwellihg. Two days 
have elapfed fince I expeded a gueft, 
and have had my eye ftretched upon 
^^ the road. God be thanked that my 
defire is accompliflied, and that thy 
gracious approach has gladdened my 
^^ eyes/' 

The 
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The prince^ regarding this oceumnce 
as an omen of good fottuae, accepted 
the company of the old man, and par- 
took ivith kim of what be had ready; 
the delicacy of which brought to ftcai- 
leftion the miraciiloiss aiesds of Jefink 
Whea refrefhment w» afibrded him 
from wcgam/t{9 md hunger, he entreated 
the M man^saffiftance in the attatnincat 
ofhsohjedl. The (firvefh replied ; 

" UnforMnafe yonng man f Before 
•• this about thirty years, 1 out of oi* 
^ riofiey fraf^lted orer the regions of 
^ Ac gfefee, and furveyed with the eyes 
^ <ff oWervation the good and the bad 
^ of the nniwrfe. When I became 
•* feUy acquainted with its concerns, 
^ having caft f5?om my mind all defire 
*• for its vanities, I withdrew my feet 
^ within the ikirt of retirement ; and 
^ dep ar tin g from the confines of popu- 
** fetSott-, took Bp my abode in this 
** wiHemeft. I have now no objedk in 
** view but my creator, nor do I ccn- 

*' cem 
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** cern myfelf-'with the afiairs of men, 
'** thou muft excufe my interference in 
*^ thine. However, fince. thou haft ad- 
^^ vanced thy foot in the path of love, 
*< every dew-drop of which is as a 
*^ burning ocean, flirink not from trou- 
** ble, but boldly rulh on through the 
'* fires of affliftion and toil. Throwing 
*^ afidc cautious policy, be fatisfied with 
" the preparations of refignation and 
*^ felf-devotion, taking poverty for thy^ 
** guide, and folitude as thy compa- 
^ nion. 

VERSE. 

•* Love is no trifling play \ offer then tkf 

" head, O heart ! 
^* For the ball of love is not to befiricken 

** by the mace of vanity.^* 

As the gale of bounty waved not on 

the rofe-bud of hope from the point 

of the fecluded traveller, and froih the 

cup of his genius no drops of aififtin^ 

VOL. II. K cordial 
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cordial retched the throat of the prince, 
he became involved again in the iea of 
perplexity, ieeing no path to the objeft 
of his fearchi wandering in die maze 
of disappointment, and tormented by 
his ttnlttcky ftars. Love at firft appears 
pleafing, but at length it becomes full 
of difficulties. His lip parched with 
defire in the mifty vapour of deception^ 
And his heart devoted to deaths he ut- 
tered the following drains : 



VERSE. 



From whence this love arofe I know notj 
from which every vein and artery aches with 
fain. 

I have hut one Ufe^ while a thoufand 
lightnings of deJiruStion flafh around me. 
Ah ! how Jhall the humble grafs efcape on 
41 iUmng mountain ? 

IVkf haft thpu affaubedmej O Calamityf 
mid what haft thou in ambujh for me^ O Fate ? 

What 
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Whai armies haft thm brought to deHroy 
me t Hhe cufiom of wkai region is fuck 
unequal attack f 

O Planet of wy fortunes^ Ibum^ I burn i 
have fome compajfton on nrj tortured breaft. 

The parrot now faid, *' Ah ! thou 

** chief of the afflidlsed In the path of 

*^ love, whofe every ftep requires a (a- 

*^^ crifice of life, and at whofe every ad- 

^* vance it is neceflary to offer up a 

*^ head refignedly; this murmuring d©^ 

** fpondency is unbecoming thy charac* 

" ter. The brave in the path of diftrefs, 

** the firm amid the tortures of fincerc 

*' love, efteem every drop of blood 

** that flows from their agonizing breafts 

^^ as the promifing fruit of attainment* 

** In love, fortitude is required. Steel 

*^ then thy heart. Never, open thy .lip 

** in complaint and lamentation, nor let 

" thy tongue vibrate, like the Idle bell, 

** with ufelefs moans. For a while lay 

KZ " faft 
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** faft hold on patience; while I fly 
** abroad in fearch of relief, and, amid 
*' the darknefs of perplexity, explore 
" an outlet to deliverance." When he 
had faid this, the parrot hailed towards 
the four points of fearch, to find out a 
remedy for his mafter j who, becoming 
fomewhat cheared, took up his abode 
with the hermit, till' the return of his 
bird. As the fage was wholly occupied 
by his penances and devotions, he 
converfed but little with the prince ; but 
the heart of a Sharok, " who was one of 
the inhabitants of the hut, was touched 
with his forrows, and courted his fociety 
with fympathy and gentlenefs. Under- 
taking to divert his melancholy by amu- 
fing tales, he in fome degree eafed the 
wounds of his impatience, by the balfa- 
mic unguent of confolation. 

" A bird refeinbling a fleer, \ln India it is 
called Mina. 

CHAP^ 
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CHAP. XVII. 






1 HE wife Sharoky having, ren- 
dered melodious the fugar-billed nigh* 
tingale of his tongue in fpeech^ faid. 
Know, O my intelligent prince, that 
I am an experienced bird, who have 
** feen much of the caprices of the 
5^ world, and the ftrange vicifEtudes of 
** fortune. Whenever I have beheld 
the flame of devotion arifing on the 
gale of true piety, I always faw, that 
at length, through the kindly moifture 

K 3 ** of 
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'* of boundlefe mercy, the flowers of 
hope and fhrubs of enjoyment became 
expanded and flourifliing. Though 
the devious-moving ikies, being for 
a time inimical, may keep thee fet- 
tered in the path of adverfity, yet be 
not heart-fhrunk, like the blighted 
•* rofe-bud J for divine mercy can afford 
•* thee relief, and the perfume of luccefe 
may yet be conveyed to the perception, 
of thy foul. 

" Say to the rofe-budy Be not meafy at 
•* ihy confinement^ for thou wilt foon be 
•* releafed hy the breath of dawn and the 
♦• wavings of the zepkfr. 



€€ 
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According to the {acred declara- 
*• tions, fbrrow and joy are infeparable, 
•* Behind every misfortune follows re- 
** Kef i and after confinement, deliver- 
*• ance. Doubtlefs, the end of trouble 

" is 
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^ is cafe, Md the guide to repofe is 
^ labour. 



VERSE. 



(« 



€( 



The abode ofpleafure is not to he attained 
" without toil. 



'^ Moreover, it is neceflary, fhouldft 
thou attain the objed, which at pre- 
*^ fent is the caufe of affliftion to thy 
** breaft and diftradion to thy heart, 
** and again repofe on the pillows of 
*^ eafe and enjoyment, that thou efteem 
^ refraining from four points as moft 
** incumbent upon thee and religioufly 
** binding* Firft, remember that it is 
*^ not prudent to introduce from the 
** recefs of fpeculation any important 
^^ meafure upon the plain of aftion, 
" without the ferious confultation of 
*' experiences in order that, like the 
*^ merchant's daughter, thou be not 
*^ fubjefted to the hazards of chance and 
the calamities of fortune." The prince 

K 4 afked. 
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aiked, what the adventure of the mer* 
chant's daughter was ? when the fharok 
replied as follows : '^ 

* Of this chapter Dow onl/ gives t faint outline. 



CHAP. 
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STORY OF 

^he Merchant's Daughter. 

* J[ HERE was a deflitute youths 
who took up his abode in a certain 
city^ about which he ftroUed in (earch 

of 

* Dow thus begins this tale. *^ In t feafon of 
** hoftility, when grafs grew In the public markets, 
*^ and the owl built in the chimney tops^ &c.*' 
His author never faw t chimn^ top in India tx 

Perfia^ 
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of that mere fupport for which human 
nature has no alternative* From want 
of acquaintance^ the inhabitants of the 
city attended but little to his petitions ; 
and though he requefted to be entrufted 
with the meaneft offices^ and engaged in 
the loweft employments^ he coiild not 
iiicceed ; which occafioned him the 
fliarpeil diftrefs. After a long time and 
tedious interval9 a charitable old man^ 
by trade a confeftioncr, commiferating 
his poverty, entrufted him with the charge 
of lighting his ftoves, and fopplied him 
with . bread as * a reward. The poor 
wretchj^ regarding this as the higheil 
bleffmg, exerted himfelf with the utmoft 
diligence in his office, in hopes of encou- 
ragement J and the old man, imprefled 
by his unceafing attendance, and ftridr 

fidelity 

Perfia. He ha$.in the remainder of this ftory taken 
fiill greater liberties of deviation from the original, 
of which very little appears; and has introduced 
into it a vidon, borrowed either from the Spcflator 

• • • • • • 

or Rambler, (I forget which) where the deity- 
allows c^ery one their wiih, &c. 



b 



CH. l8» GARDm OF KNOWLEDGE. 157 

fidcKty^ at length iatrodaced htm from 
the confinement of mesuinefs into the 
ample fpace of diftindion. Appointing 
him his foreman, he committed to bh 
direction the management and contion! 
cf his houfidtold aflairs9 and prefented 
him with a fnit <^ handfome raimmt* 

When he was grown fleek and come* 
ly from good livings he began to give 
himfelf airs, afliimed confequence; and 
thinking himfelf even fopcrior to his 
mafter, prcfimicd to put himfelf on a 
footing with the head of the trade : who 
being enn^cd, comjjfeined of his info^ 
lence to his icmployer f faying, *' Thoui 
** notwithftandihg thy rcfpedaWe fitiia- 
^^ tkm and claims, of caft, haft never yet 
'• fet up pretences of equality; how 
*• comes it then that thy deputy, (who 
*« butycfterday was only a lighter of thy 
** ftoves^' puts himfelf on a footing with 
" me ? I will not draw the pen of for- 
" givenefs over his crimes, until, being 

•* convinced 
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^' convinced of his improper conduft^ 
** he lay hold of the ftirmp of entreaty. 
^* I regard it incumbent upon thee to 
** reprove him. Take care, then, or 
*^ thou ihalt not be fecure from my 
** difpleafure.'* The good old ,inaii 
made excufes to his chief, pleading the 
ignorance of the youth ; whom he called 
to him in private, and honoured with 
the coftly pearls of admonition ; fay ing,^ 

** My ion, dear as life, to vaunt 
*' thyfelf on equality with thy fuperiors^ 
*' and to imagine thyfelf, notwithfland- 
ing thy low origin, of confequence, is 
a dear proof of ignorance; for vanity 
*^ will not attdn thee the pillow of 
^ dignity. Unlefe thou canft produce 
•' all the requifite proofs of honour, 
f • never again prefume to behave {o 
^' haughtily and unbecomingly, for the 
*^ diipleafure of our chief cannot be 
** profitable. 

VIRSE. 
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VERSE. 

" / inform thety that the aged fpeak from 

" experience. 
*' Take care^ «wy fon^ and before thoU' art 

" old lijien to advice J 



$9 



The ungracious youth, according to 
the maxim, that the innately vicious are 
attached tq no one, having feized this 
occafion for a means of rupture, obfti-> 
nately took the money of difmiifion in 
his palm, and breaking the chains of 
long kindnefles, and the juft claims of 
the old man to advife him, committed 
himfelf to the highway of ingratitude* . 
He retired into the quarter of the mer- 
chants, and after fome days, becoming 
from diftrefs feated in the dufl of po- 
verty, knocked at the door of beggary. 
By lucky chance for him, the daughter 
of a rich merchant, admiring his hand- 
fome figure, without proving his intrinfic , 
value on the touchftone of experiment, 
or weighing his merits in the fcales of 

trial 
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trial, tied herfelf to him in the knot of 
marriage. Sometime after the union* 
the vain young man having uttered many 
fpeeches on the high defcent, dignity 
and wealth of his family, urged his wife 
to accompany him to his own country. 
The lady's head became filled with 
the defirc of vifiting the lands of her 
hufband, of prefiding over his houfe- 
hold, and laying the foundations of eafe 
and luxury -, but above all of continuing 
to enjoy his perfonal charms. She afked 
her father's confent through fbme friendsi 
but as her requeft met not with accept- 
ance, (he rafhly, in the darknefs of night 
quitting her paternal manfion, accompa- 
nied her hufband in travel. After a 
Journey of fome days, having paffed over 
a long traft, they reached a wildemefs, 
where the fcent of population greeted 
not the perception. The wife now ex- 
claimed, " What fpot can this be, 
'' where mankind, like the phoenix, is 
" uufeen. From thirft, my throat is 

•^ dried 
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^^ dried up^ and m^ tongue almoft incMr 
^^ pable of utterance; for God's iake 
^^ dired me to fome water, for my fiml is 
^* at my lips." 

The young man replied, " De(pair 
** not, and for a little longer caft not 
^* patience from thy fkirt. Near this is 
a fpot very populous and flourifhing, 
abounding in all forts of'* fruits, and 
every defireabie produftion. Through 
every quarter of it flow rivulets, dear 
^* as Sulfubbeel and Tunfeem;** on the 
'^ banks of which are gardens of flow- 
*^ ers and fhrubs fragrant and blooming, 
" fo that you will efteem it as a model 
*^ ofparadife and the abode of the blef- 
" fed. There is the refidence of my 
parents. We fhall foon reach it, and 
repofe from the fatigue of travel." 
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The wife, pleafed by this defcription, 
though flie had fcarcely the power of 
ifidtion in her limbs, made fhift to ad- 
vance 

' Riven of Mshuminud's paradife. 
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vance. When fome diftance was mea- 
ilired, a miferable village appeared in 
iighty. whofe . wretched huts prefented 
themfelves to view. The wife exclaimed. 
Ah hufband, this village has neither 
garden, nor orchard, nor ftream. 
Surely it muft be the habitation of 
*^ barbarifm, which to civilized man 
*^ muft give a thoufand difguftful fen- 
'^ fations." The young man replied, 
" Woman, it has greater beauties and 
perfedions than I have already men- 
tioned i why doft thou, who haft not 
feen it, foolifhly extend the tongue of 
audacity againft it ?'* 



cc 
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In fhort, the young man having 
feated his wife at the foot of a tree, 
continued J " According to ancient 
" ufage among our tribe, all my relati- 
*' ons and friends will come to meet thee 
with drums and trumpets ; and hav- 
ing prefented to thee robes and valua- 
ble jewels, will condudb thee with all 

** honour 
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^^ honour and refpedl to our dwelling ; 
" where, having prepared a coftly feaft, 
*^ they will fpend the day in mufic and 
*^ banqueting till the evening. Stop 
" therefore a few moments under this 
*' tree, that I may inform them of thy 
*' approach." The wife, captivated by 
the foothing fpeeches of her hufband, 
fat down, and he fpeeded with fwift- 
nefs towards the village. 

An hour had not elapfed, when the 
found of drums and trumpets ftruck the 
cars of the wife, and fhe perceived at a 
diftance a crowd of men and women ad- 
vancing, finging and dancing. The un- 
fortunate woman now became impatient 
for the promifed jewels and ornaments, 
and anxious to meet the females and 
relations of her hufband's family. At 
length, fome favage-looking men, of 
ftem afpeft, and butcher-like minded, 
ran up, and feizing her, tore off her 
cloaths, and ftripped her naked as the 
VOL. II. L dead 
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dead arifing to judgm«it. Her cries 
and lamentations had no efFeA. At 
length, hawing tied her with cords, they 
ihaved her hair, and having made a fort 
of fcaffold of bamboo, bound her upon 
it extended at full length. All the com- 
pany now returned towards the village, 
excepting two archers with poifbned ar- 
rows, who remained ki ambu(h> as if 
expeding prey. - The poor woman was 
nearly exhaufted by pain and terror, 
and lay on the fcaffold almoft without 
fenfe or motion. 

In half an hour after this, a monfter- 
like bird, of immenfe fize and wondrous 
form, which ftruck the beholder with 
panic, defcended from the air. His 
wings appeared as the (hadowy branches 
of a vaft tree, and his beak like the trunk 
of an elejrfiant. From the horrible 
noife of his fcreams, the bird of fenfa- 
tion deferted the neft of humanity. 
Seizing the fate-devoted woman in his 

beak. 
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beak, he foared aloft. The cords with 
which flie was bound burft afun- 
der eafily as the fpider^s web, and the 
fcafFold being rent in pieces, fell to the 
ground. 

The two concealed archers now let 
fly their poifoned arrows, which lodged 
in the wings of the monfter, but with- 
out difabling him. The bird had foared, 
probably an hundred ferfungs through 
the air, when he became faint from the 
efFeft of the poifon, defcended towards 
the earth, and at length alighted on an 
ifland. His weaknefs encreaiing, he 
loofed the woman from his beak, and at 
the fame inftant let fall from his mouth 
an emerald of oblong fhape, of fuch 
beauty, fize, and luftre, that you would 
fuppofe the moft fkilful lapidaries and 
expert polifhers had with all their art 
cut it into elesrant form^ No fooner had 
he done this, than the bird of his life 

L 2 defertcd 
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deferted her cage, as if the emerald had 
been his lafl breath. 



The unfortunate woman, wearied 
and exhaufted, remained for fome time 
fenfelefs j but at length being fomewhat 
revived, found herfelf alone upon a defert 
ifland, her body clotted with blood, no 
friend or confoler near, and deftitute 
of food. She however returned thanks 
to God for her efcape from the mon- 
ftrous bird, took up the ftone (which 
indeed had been the caufe of all her 
miferies), and, weeping and wailing, 
walked feebly onwards, in order that 
Ihe might find fome place of repofe, 
and be fecured from wild beafts. 

When fhe had proceeded, according 
to guefs, about two ferfungs, the golden- 
winged bird, the fun, had reached his 
weftern neft, and night hung her fable 
mantle over the horizon. The helplefs 
female, through fear of her life, crept 

into 
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into the hollow of a rock, and was con- 
cealed. At this time, from excefs of 
hunger, fhe became afHidted with painful 
craving. The cold air, damp dews, 
nakednefs, and the agonizing pain of 
her wounds, afflifted her ^ while foli- 
tude and forlornnefs made her condition 
deplorable beyond meafure. All night 
did fhe lift up her hands in prayer at 
the throne of the Reliever of Wants, 
who is the faviour of thofe in peril, and 
Redrefler of the complaining, befeeching 
deliverance from the whirlpool of defpair 
and fea of diftrefs^ — but no figns of 
the acceptance of her petitions appeared. 

When the heavenly bridegroom, hav- 
ing arifen from the bofom of dawn, 
threw a veil of light over the world, the 
forlorn and wounded female, having 
quitted the cave, proceeded, rifing and 
finking like the duft of the road. About 
mid-day, when the world-illuming orb 
had reached the zenith, the intenfe heat, 

L 3 fatigue. 
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fatigue, and pain from her wounds, 
were intolerable, and her agonies beyond 
exprcffion. Yet, though her foul and 
body were pierced by the fword of af- 
flidlion, and no figns of relief appeared, 
fo that fhe longed for death, fhe re- 
signed herfelf to the divine will, and, 
refolved in feeble hope to crawl onwards 
till the feparation of the thread of life. 

At laft fhe arrived on the (hore of 
a great lak^, and fell down, worn out 
with fatigue j when a monftrous ferpent 
of enormous fize and thicknefs, fiiddenly 
advanced towards the water. Such was 
its length and breadth, as not to be 
feen at once by the beholder. In dark- 
nefs of colour, hardnefs of fkin, and 
irregularity of form, it appeared like a 
huge mafs of black rock. From its 
motion, the circumftance of its having 
animation appeared, otherwife, you 
would have fancied that it was a mound 
ftretched on the fhore of the lake. The 

woman 
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woman, whofe hope of life was cut off 
ixom fortune, and who .wiflied to die, 
feated herfelf on the tail of the monfter, 
fkintly fuppofing that by his conveyance 
(he might pafs the lake, and reach an 
inhabited country. The ferpent, from- 
his vaft fize, did not feel her weight, 
and fwimming over the lake, landed on 
the oppofite coaft. 

The woman defcended from the 
tail of the monfter with the utmoft cau- 
tion, and ftopped awhile that ftie might 
offer up thankfgivings to the divine- 
goodnefs, the only healer of wounded 
minds. When the ferpent was departed 
from fight, ftie again advancing her feet 
in the road of toil, walked onwards- 
Scarcely had fhe proceeded a ferfung, 
when a charming fpot, of inviting beauty 
and fragrance, appeared. You might 
have ftiled it a part of paradife extended 
on an earthly plain. Clear ftreams of 
delicioufly tafted water flowed on every 

h 4 fide, 
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fide, like thofe of SulfubbeeL Groupes 
of various flowers were in fmiling bloom, 
and heavy laden fruit trees caft a kindly 
fhade over the furface of the ground. 
The adorning zephyr had fpread a foul- 
delighting carpet of frefli verdure, oa 
which the purveyor of providence had 
placed a divine collation of fruits in 
every variety. 

VERSES. 

A parterre lay concealed in the lap of 
every MoJfomJ Every leaf appeared as 
illuminated. 

Waving the goblet of the full blown 
rofes^ the intoxicated nightingale uttered 
Jlrains of mirth. 

Each parterre to the eye of the beholder 
feemedas an enamelled pavilion^ Jhimng like 

chryJtaU 

The 

' Allading, I fancy, to the numeroas feeds of 
each bloiTom. 
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The drops of dew on the fre/h^grown 
verdure appeared as moift pearls fprinkkd 
over emeralds. 

The wearied female, who was agoni- 
zed by the pangs of hunger, now fatis- 
fiedher craving appetite with the delicious 
fruits 5 after which fhe fimk into repofe 
under the fhade of the trees, on a bed 
of filkv verdure, which was fofter than 
velvet of a double pile, and at laft found 
folace from the fatigues of travel and 
the torture of famine. After the refrefh- 
ment of a long ilefep fhe arofe 5 and fit- 
ting on the mofly cufhions of eafe, rega- 
led herfelf awhile in viewing the flowers 
and fhrubs of this heaven-formed garden, 
which, far as the profpeft extended, 
prefented an expanfe of verdant herbage, 
fragrant bloflbms, foul-refrefhing rivulets 
and bowery trees. 

While thus engaged, fuddenly ad- 
vanced a numerous troop of favages, 
who dilperfing themfelves through the 

groves 
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groves, afcended the trees> and began to 
pluck down the fruity ripe and unripe* 
On beholding the garden of paradife 
thus filled with mortals, the woman 
became apprehenfive of fome new and 
worfe misfortime than ihe had yet enda« 
red. Having afcended a tree, and con- 
cealed herfelf among the thickeft foliage^ 
fhe (at down, but was fo overcome wit|i 
dread, that a univerfal trembling feezed 
her frame. 

Suddenly a meimoon of fuperior /?ze, 
who was diftinguiflied as chief of this 
favage nation, came under the tree, and 
perceiving the woman between the 
branches, began to flcip and dance with 
pleafure. He then commanded one of 
his attendants to feize and bring to him 
the unfortunate captive in the talons of 
calamity. The accurfed meimoon, throw- 
ing his arms about her neck, drew her 
to his bofom, and began to kifs and 
embrace her. At this heart-melting 

event 
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event, fhe fhrunk like a blade of wi- 
thered grafs, and all colour fled from her 
countenance. When the favage beheld 
her thus alarmed, he treated her with 
gentlencfej and having led her to his 
home, difinifTed his followers. Having 
prefented his c^tivc with differeixt 
viands and fruits, he ufed all his 
endeavours to confolc and pacify her 
fears. Moifl:ening the roots of herbs in 
clayey water, he rubbed the mixture 
over her whole body, which in an inftant 
was healed of its fores, and foon covered 
with a new fkin more delicate than be- 
fore, fo that her form appeared in perfeft 
luflre and beauty. Though flie thus 
found relief from her bodily hurts, ftill 
her mind was deeply wounded by being 
obliged to aflbciate with the favage, and 
life became to her as a prifon ; for a 
connexion with hateful objeds is moft 
affliding to the foul. 

The 
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The favage was not for an inftant 
negleftful in guarding and taking care of 
his prize, who at length becoming preg- 
nant, brought forth twins j when he, 
flippoiing love for her children might 
gradually remove her di(guft to himfelf, 
became fure of her remaining with him. 
He now ventured to leave her in charge 
of his hut, went upon hunting excur- 
fions, and often paffed many hours of 
the day abroad. The woman, at the 
inftigation of policy, pretended affedtion 
for him, and received his carefles with 
feeming pleafure and fatisfaftion ; while 
inwardly flie waited for an opportunity 
to efcape. 

After fome time had elapfed in this 
manner, the favage, perfeftly convinced 
of her afFeftion towards him, and cafting 
from his mind all fufpicion, went upon 
a journey of fome days to a diftant part 
of the ifland, leaving the woman in 
charge of the houfe with her children. 

Regarding 



CH. l8. GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE. I75 

Regarding the opportunity of his ab- 
fence as precious, flie wandered on every 
quarter, to examine the paths, and mark 
a way for efcape. At the diftance of 
two ferfungs flie came to the fea fliore, 
which, from certain appearances, (he 
perceived had been vifited by fliipping. 
Overjoyed at this circumftance, flie re- 
turned for the prefent to the hut of her 
favage mate* At every favourable op- 
portunity flie repaired to the ftrand, 
in hopes of feeing a vefl^el i and looked 
to the divine goodnefs, which is the con- 
foler of the forlorn in the path of diftrefs, 
for the attainment of her wiflies. 

At length, one morning, which 
proved the dawning of her fuccefs, 
being arrived at the fea fliore, flie beheld 
a fliip at a diftance, but in that fituation, 
when the crew (having made ready for 
departure) were juft going to Weigh an- 
chor, and unfurl her fails to the wind. 
Trembling with apprehenfion of difap- 

pointment, 
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pointment, fht haftcned to the ftrand 
nesrefl the fhip, and exclaimed, ** I 
^' am an hclpleis woman, O worfhipperar 
*• of God, perfecuted by the ftrokea 
^ of adverfe fortune, and toffed to and 
*' fro by the mace of ill luck, tormented 
*' by an unfortunate ftar and unpro(pc- 
** rous {^anet, having experienced ad- 
•' vcrlities from unpropitious fate, and 
•* am now a captive in this blood-de- 
<• vowing wild in the hands of a favage. 
'^ For God's fake, have compaflion on 
•* my wretched fituation, and, with 
*' mercy and feeling for the helplefe, 
*^ afford me deliverance from the whirl- 
*^ pool of calamity, and admit me under 

** the fliade of your bounty." 

« 

The fhip's crew, not in the leaft at- 
tending to the petition of the unfortu- 
nate woman, affented not to her requeft, 
but replied, *^ We are merchants, and 
** have a valuable capital on board. ^ At 
** this time affifting thee would poflibly 

" b« 
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*^ be a great lofs to the owners of 
'* our veflel, as the army of favages 
*^ might attack us and plunder our car- 
*^ go. For the deliverance of one per- 
" fon, to put a great number in hazard 
" of dcftrucaion, policy ivill notjuftify.'* 

The woman, now in the greateft 

anxiety, bowing her head to the duft, 

Exclaimed, '* My virtuous friends, as yet 

*^ the favages are not informed of ray 

*'*^ leaving them, and you are perfeftly 

** fecure from the dangers you appre- 

*.* hend. For God's fake, then, with- 

*^ hold not your compaffion from me, 

who moft urgently need it. From a 

good deed, in which your future wel- 

*' fare is concerned, and which may 

*' caufe you great reward, refrain not. 

<^ By that hope which you have from 

^* the throne of the all-righteous God, 

" ah! render me not hopelefs. Receive 

'^ from me this emerald, as a reward 

^^ for your benevolence/' They ftill 

pufhed 
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pufhed the hand of refufal agalnfl her 
breaft^ and faid, " Wifdom will not juA 
** tify our hazarding the lofs of a cargOj 
** worth more than the revenue of aii 

« 

" empire, for the temptatipn of a finglc 
ftone. Pafs from this unbecoming 
requeft, and endanger us not with the 
hoft of favages." 



€€ 

* 

€€ 
€€ 



The poor woman, according to the 
axiom, that the diftrefled by want are 
mad, made entreaties, beyond what can 
be imagined by fancy ; and as they he- 
fitated, the more fhe was diftraded, being 
fearful of the coming of the favages. 
She knew not what fhe fhould do, or 
how ihe fhould contrive, that her peti- 
tion might meet acceptance. 

At lafl the captain of the fhip took 
compafEon on the forrows and diflraftion 
of this wanderer in the mazes of misfor- 
tune J and alfo the prefent of the eme- 
rald was a means of his interference. 

He 
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He faid, '' Ah f thou afflifted by 
** heaven, although affifting thee at pre- 
^* fent may not be politically confiftent 
"^^ wiA our own fafety, yet, feeking the 
*^ ^probation of God, I will afford thee 
*• he^- Make hafte, then, deliver the 
^^ emerald to my boat's crew, and hide 
•* thyfetf ia the loweft part of the 
^^ veficL"* 

When the woman heard the joyful 
tidings of acceptance, her pallid counte- 
iiance, frcwn excefe of joy^ iluflied into 
the fcarlet hue of the pomegranate 
flower, and the rofe-bud of her heart 
expanded into bloflbm from the breeze 
of gladnefe; Taking the emerald from 
a covering of leaves, which fhe had 
made to ccmceal her nakedness, fhe deli- 
vered it to the commander's fervants, and 
like an atom of duff: put in motion by 
the rays of the fun, haftcned exulting to 
the boat; but the crew, having ob- 
tained their prize, refufed her admiflion 
VOL. IX. M with 
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with cruelty and force; thus barring 
the door of hope to her agitated bo- 
fom. On this aiHifting occurrence, the 
flames of defpair raged in the mind of 
the woman, already half-<onfumed by 
the fire of forrow. Like the opprefled 
by calamity, fcattering duft upon her 
head, fhe rolled herfelf upon the ground 
as a bird half killed, and fhedding fcald- 
ing tears from her eyes upon her glow- 
: ing cheeks, exddmed— 

** Though you fear not me, yet fear 
. ^* God.. Permit not all this cruelty to 
** fuch an helplefs wretch as I am, for 
. ** in fad it is an injury to thyfelf. 
^' Dread that period, when, at the throne 
** of a divine judge, I fliall alk judgment, 
** and complain of thy oppreffion.'* 

The captain of the fhip was alarmed, 
and imprefled by this fpeech, and com- 
manded the wretched female, fb long a 
. ftranger to the path of repofe, to be 

brought 
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brought into the vefTeh ?eing now 
relieved from her diftrefles, and in a 
place of fafety, fhe gave thanks to God, 
and fat down filent in a corner, her 
heart being at eafe^ The crew weigHed 
anchor, and juft as the fhip was getting 
under weigh, the favage appeared oh the 
jfliore with the two children in his arms, 
attended by a numerous hoft of his fel- 
lows. The failors, when they beheld 
the multitude of the favages, from dread 
and cowardice lofing the power of com- 
mand over themfelves, were ftricken 
with panic. • • The woman obferving 
their alarm, and fearing left they fhpuld 
throw her overboard, and fubjeft her 
again to the captivity of the favages, 
exerted all her courage, and faid, " Brave 
*' Tailors J it is not- becoming to ftiew 
*^ all this terror. Fear not, as no injury 
can poffibly happen to you from the 
favage&, for they are afraid of you, 
but laying that alide, they cannot 
make any exertions in the water." , 

M 2 The 
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If he crew, being affurcd of fafcty, 
exerted th'emfelves in trimming the vef- 
fd, and by lucky cfaahce a favourable 
Mnd arifing Wafted them into deep water. 
The faVage then perceiving his want 
of po^ei'^ (t6od on the fliore in a fop- 
plicating attitude towa^dd the woman, 
and holding out his chitdren, feemed 
to fayi '* Have compaffion on their 
^ fender years and fockling ftate, for, 
^ after aD, they are thy offspring, atid 
^ without £hee thdr Kvihg will be ha- 
^ zardous," He continued to fhew 
figns of gnef till the fliip Was out of 
iight. The woman, once more eafed 
of aTarm, repeated grateful thankfgivings 
f o the Atmighfy for her deliverance. 

As the changefid ilky i^ ever produc- 
ing rtew revolutions from its azure canopy 
611 the face of a;ppearance, it fhortly 
brought abbXit an event, cruel, and ino& 
diftrefling to the mind. After three 
tiay'^ faVodrabte failing, at the i«ftant 

when 
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when the golden veflel of the fun^ quit^ 
ting his anchor^ was whehned in the 
whirlpool of the weft, fiiddenly, from 
the point of divine anger, a contrary 
wind arofe .; which {hatching the fails of 
controul from the hands c^ the pilot 
and failcH^j in a few hours carried the 
fhip two months paflage gut of the 
defired course, and whirled it into the 
eddy of deftrudion. 

VERiS£. 

Fate will hear the vejfel where it ehufes^ 
though the pilot Horm and rend his cloaths* 

Though the crew, lifting up their 
hands in prayer to heaven, made eameft 
petitions to the awful throne of the 
Divinity, acceptance was not imprefled 
on the tablets of their fate, nor did any 
fign ^f compliance appear. Decree was 
not -to bedianged. Suddenly a mon** 
ftrous fifti, like g, vaft rock, whofe bulk 
and ftrength .cannot any way be con- 

M J ceivedj. 
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ceiycd, lifted his head from the fea, and 
in the twiokling of an eye nifhing againft 
the devoted veflel and the ill-ftarred 
creWj grafped it in his jaws. By com- 
mand of the fupreme power, the fliip, 
notwithilanding its bulk and ftrength> 
at one crafti of the monfter's teeth was 
broken in pieces, like chryftal againft a 
ftone, the brittle glafe of the lives of 
the crew fhattered on the rocks of de- 
ftrudtion, and all with their cargo, hur- 
ried by the waves into the abyls of 
annihilation. The unfortunate and ill- 
fated woman alone remained upon a 
plank, which was driven by the wind 
for three nights and days, with the 
fwiftnefs of an arrow Ihot from a bow. 

On the fourth morning, when the 
golden boat of heaven appeared in the 
azure fea of the firmament, the plank 
refted on the furface of the water -, and by 
order of the ever-exifting God, in whofe 
boundlefs contrivances Why and Where- 

fore 



k 



CH. l8» GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE. iBgi 

fore have no admiflion, remained ira- : 
moveable for a night and day. You 
would have fuppofed it fixed by a pon- 
derous anchor. On the fecond day, at 
the firft difperfion of the gleams of 
dawn, when the gale of morning gently 
waved, it fuddenly moved, and in half 
an hour reaching the.fhore, (pontaneoufly 
flopped upon the beach^ 

* * " 

The woman now quitted the plank^ 
and fat down awhile upon the ftrand, 
offering up thanks to God with the ut- 
moft fervour of human devotion ; then> 
having recovered herfelf, ftie advanced 
onwards, and began to haften on the 
wings of fpeed,. in hopes that flie might 
conduft herfelf to a cultivated fpot, and 
be gratified by the fight of population.^ 
Far fhe journeyed, but no other objedfe 
appeared in view on her right and left, 
except a wild wafte and frightful defart, 
Wearinefs overpowered her limbs j but, 
z^h^rt was.no defireable place of repofe, 

M 4 fhe 



ike de^ndingly proceeded. At kngdi 
fhe reached a }Mece of w«er, of trsnf- 
pareiit cleanrefss otv^^r ivlioib margin 
grew nttm^4>us trees laden 'widi ^&uk> 
the fliade •f which> whh ^e ]igkliiel& 
of tite air, the moifture ^ die ^rerdaM 
gvafSj, and the bloom of the A^meim^ 
aferded her new life. Having ttfiiefiked 
herfelf with the fruit, flie hy down .to 
repofe, when fleep overcame her, and 
cafting his mantle over her eyes, relieved 
her awhile from the vicifSewfes of the 
world. When fhe arofe, fhe proceeded 
timidly, left in this wildcmefs a new 
calamity fhould befal her. At length 
flit perceived un<ter fome trees a band of 
human fignres^ at fight of whom the 
rcrfe-bud of her heart expanded wiA the 
gtUe of rejoicing, and fhe advanced to- 
imrds diern with exultation and delight. 

When fhe approached nearer, flie 
beheld forty men and women, who, like 
Adam and Eve;, were naked, excepting 

from 
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from a flight covering of leaves round 
their waifts. They refrained from fpeak-^ 
ing, and their eyes were intent only on 
the perfeftions of the Divinity. Sub- 
mitting to a ftate of mortification and 
penance, they were employed in con- 
templation of the Deity. The unfortu- 
nate woman, led captive in the army 
of famine, at fight of this religious band, 
who -fed t>nly on roots and herbs, was 
once more plunged in defpair, and 
experienced difappointment in propor-. 
tion to the hopes ihe had cherifhed. 

As the foul-ettKghtened devotees, 
with minds clear as ^e fun, from their 
internal knowledge were acquainted with 
the wifli of the woman, they beckoned, 
and pointed out to her a certain path, 
which flie purfued. Speedily a grove 
of beautiful trees ftruck her view, and 
underneath a moft transparent fountain, 
which might be (aid to originate fcom 

the 
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the fpring of Koufir/ On its border 
was a hut of reeds, but no one within: 
iti yet on the floor flood an earthen 
pot upon a clay ftove with fire under it 
blazing. Seeing the place empty and 
the pot boiling (to her of all fights the 
moft gratifying j, flie entered it with all. 
eagernefs, and lifted up the cover, but 
found only a few leaves ftewing in water^ 
More defpondihg now than ever, front 
cxcefs of weaknefs, flie fell down, faint- 
ing under the fliade of a tree. 

When a fhort interval had elapfed,. 
a perfonage of fliining countenance, 
and afpedt brilliant as the fun and moon,, 
flood before her. The dignified looks. 
of this quaflFer of the wine of unity, and 
diver in the fea of divine, refearch, fo 
overcame the woman, that trembling 
feized her frame, and flie lofl her recol- 
ledion. The heavenly youth, inwardly; 
enlightened, without her opening her. 

• One of the rivers of Paradife. 
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lips in fpeech to relate her ftory, was ac- 
quainted with the fecrets of her foul, and 
all her adventures. With compaffionate 
gentlenefs, laying his hands upon her 
head, he eafed her fears, and commanded 
her to ihut her eyes. She obeyed hia 
orders, and on opening thenj, through 
his life-faving kindnef$, enjoying deli- 
verance from the mazes of adverfity, 
found herfelf on her father's threfhold ; 
and after the experience of fuch numeroua 
misfortunes and occurrence of fo many 
calamities, arrived at the afylum of 
repofe. 

It is clear, my prince, (continued the 
fharok) that had not the merchant's 
daughter, (without trying the intrinfic 
value of the young man's merit on the 
touchllone of experience, or proving the 
juftnefs of his claims to dignity by proper 
enquiries) bound herfelf in the knot of 
matrimony, Ihe would not have become a 

butt 
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tnitt for the arrow of calamity^ or a 
target for the darts of misfmtune. 

y£RSE» 

S^tTfw heavihf Umds thoft wh§ an ra/h 
h nndirU»kings^ Take juft Mm when thou 
hitiftfly at the mark^ rather than exert fupe^ 
rkr force umiecejfmhf^ 

Look not iqKHi thy enemy as defpw 
cable; left, like the Prince of Geelaun^ 
thou become branded over the world 
with ihame and dishonour. The prince 
enquired the ftory of the chief of GeC'-^ 
laun ; and the fharok related the foUow- 
lAg tale. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP- XIX, 



STORY OF 

THE PRINCE OF GEELAUN, 
AND THE KING MOUSE. 

Ancient hiftorians have related^ 
<hat in paft times, owing to the viciffi- 
iadts of fottune and the revohitions of 
the fkies, in a wildernefs on the confines 
of Gtclaun, a Moufe being feated on the 

throne 
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throne of empire, extended the (hade of 
his command over all the wild beafts and 
reptiles of the vicinity, A fox being 
cntrufted with the important office of his 
prime minifter, exerted the utmoft acti- 
vity in condudling and regulating the 
afiairs of his kingdom. 

VERSE^ 

Gracious heaven! with fuch a vizier^ 
end fuch a monarchy why Jhould not the 
tmpire be well^overned? 

Enquire not the caufe why heaven pro-- 
tests the infignificant^ for its favour is a 
means without a caufe apparent* 

By . chance, a caravan paffing through 
the wildernefs, a camel belonging to the 
tafiUa fallar,* through fatigue and weak- 
nefs being exhaufted, funk under his 
' heavy burden, and v/as left behind in the 
defart. When he had forgotten the 

, .. -ftrokes 

< Cl^ef of the caravan. 
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ftrokes of his driver, and the painfulnefe 
• of his pack-faddle, having grazed on the 
verdant forage of divine mercy, in a fhort 
time he grew fat, and began to look fleek. 
The fox having obtained intelligence of 
his fituation, reprefented it to the, mo- 
narch moufe, faying. 



cc 
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In the dominions of your majefty, 
*^ a camel of broken mahar," delivered 
from the burden of the pack-faddle, 
has taken up his abode ; and in that 
part of the wood particularly a:ppro- 
priated to the royal ufe, commits de- 
predations on the trees and fruits of 
which your majefty delights to eat. 
Whatever pleafes his tafte, without 
'^ fear or dread, he devours. Without 
*^ your majefty's permiffion, his eftab- 
" Jifhment in thefe dominions cannot 
*^ accord with the didates of policy; 
^^ becaufe, if fuch a ftrong and bulky 

** animal 

■ A bridle formed of a ftick pafling through the 
noRrils, to each end of which a cord is tied. 
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^^ animal fkould long roam tlvus^ at his 
*•* pleafure^ in procefe of time he will 
*' grow powerful, and, the fomes of felf- 
** conceit and vanity cuifing m his hrsan^ 
•* he may entertain the defign of wreft- 
ing the empire from yoer majefty's 
pofleffion, and x^nteni tfce hand of 
*^ rebellion on the royal domains. At 
*• fuch a tinffe, to-repFefe^ lam will be 
*** airduous^ for when con^entioa has 
^^ once opened bep eyefids;, t^ jsdunge 
^' her ag»n info llismber is excee&igly 
"^ ^fiicuk. It 15 therefcwe advii^able 
^ that yotfr majefiy fimrnKm him to the 
** prefence, that in pcrfew being threat- 
^* ened with the royal dii^ea^ure, he 
*^ may be terrified from fuch unbecom- 
** ing conduft. If, by the direSion of 
*^ his lucky ftars, he fhooH bow his 
head in humility and fobmiflion to 
authority, yam* majefly having linked 
him in the cham of your dependants, 
"^ may diftinguifh him by favour j for, 
*^ to draw over fuch a powerful animal 
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■ • " ■ 

*' to the royal fervice is highly beneficial 
*' to your interefts, and may prove the 
*^ caufe of refpedt and awe for your 
^^ authority. If, from foolifh pride and 
^' empty conceit, he ftiould look with a 
*' vaunting eye upon his bulk and 
^^ ftrength, and deviate from the right 
^^ path of fubmifSon and liege obedience, 
now (as he has not acquired much 
power, or confpired with the factious) 
^' it will be proper for the royal wifdom 
*^ to plan the extinftion of rebellious 
*' flame, and by degrees to overturn the 
*' bafis of hrs exiflrence by jftratagem ; in 
^' order that it may be apparent to the 
*' world, that oppofition to fuperiors, 
** and placing the feet in the path of 
*^ enmity to princes, is to court felf-de- 
*^ ftruftion, and plunge into the gulph 
^' of ruin. 

VERSE. 

» 

*' To oppofe the will of the monarchy 
*' is towfljh thy hands in thy oven blood J^ 
vdL. ir. N The 
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The king moufe, improving his ftu^ 

dent vizier's advice^ commanded the at« 

tendance of the camel 1 and the fern 

undertaking the bufine& himielf9 by art 

and cunning having drawn the siakar of 

obedience through the no& of the came!, 

condudad him to the inipeftal court. 

The camel) when he &w only a moufe, 

was not ImprefTed with his digmt]r» and 

paced off ^ain withcmt notice ; upon 

which the littk kii^, feeiii^ thift aflSront 

aa a caufe of degradation itx the eyea of 

his Gourtders and dsp^ndkhts, thus ad- 

drefled the £cfx : 
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O loyal vizier^ although thy advice 
is deubtlefB ^ways founded on fidelity 
^^ ^nd attachmerit, yet notwitiiflanding 
thy wifdom and fiijge .policy^ this alFair 
has turned out contrary to the kWs of 
*^ propriety. As the form of our gra- 
*^ cious perfon fe fomewhat diminutive^ 
** though the penetrative of mind and 
^^ judges of intriniic worth may conceive 

«' the 






** the dignity of onr nature, yet the wor- 
fliippers of appearance, judging only 
fxom outward objefts, are not endow- 
^ cd with fuch happinefs. The ftupid 
^ camel was not worthy of the honour 
^ of adnii0k)n to our prefence, and the 
^^ bringing of him to our court was 
*^ departing froni dre circle of prudence. 
*^ Perhaps he might unfeeing have had 
^ £>me dread of us in his mkidj but 
^^ now it has vanidhed in an inftant, 
^^ f>ri<ie 18 'encreaied in hist^ofem, and 
^^ the «iiP6fledtliig partizans of faAion 
^^ have nftw tiflie -aaeans of difturbance 
^< ftud^t^emott/* 

The f&x. f«plifd, ^^ L«t iiot the 
^^ heart -of your maj^fly ^admit «krm 
•^ from this "Kidtt^I^^^GcidentjIbr^JKmgh 
^ *1hs beaft -is Hfong, intd 4wn his 
^ Cfooked nature has strength in his 
<^ «edk, yet, ttgrecjfcUy to the axiom that 
^ orery overgrown body is a fool, he is 
^' ^lfiendowed4)y ^ifdom. Hence it is 

N 2 that 
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'^ that an infant, putting the mahar 

*^ through his noftrils, leads him where 

*' he pleafes. With all his ftrength, 

^^ his heart is cowardly. By God's 

" will, I will fpcedily fubjefl: him to 

*^ your majefty's authority, and feat 

*^ him on the knee of fubmiflion in 

*^ the clafs of your dependants/* 

In ftiort, the camel with content erf" 
mind roamed through the wildernefs, and 
lived in perfed eafe and fatisfa(5tion, 
while the fox was daily ftretching the 
cords of deceit, and laying fnares to 
entangle him. At length, the camel 
one day out of greedinefs, the vileft of 
all faults, lifting, up his head, brouzed 
the branches of a tree, ,andj the firing of 
his mahar entangling in them, his head 
remained hanging. The unfortx^nate beafl 
began to cry out ; when the fox, learning 
his condition, acquainted the monarch 
moufe, who, rifing from his throne, ad- 
vanced with joyful exultation. Afcending 

the 
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the tree, and fitting on the branch near 
the camel, he vauntingly addrefled him, 
laying i " Happy beaft! that feafteft 
*' thus on delicious fruits.'* The fox 
next exclaimed, " Ignorant wretch, foch 
*^ is the confequence of thy difobe- 
^^ dience. Hadft thou bowed thy 
*' head in fubmiffion to his majefly, and 
*^ fought an afylum under the fliade 
" of his proteftion, thou hadft not this 
*^ day, with fuch difgrace and helplefs- 
^^ nefs, been taken captive in the fnare 
** of adverfity. There is now no other 
*' alternative but to lay thyfelf refigned 
" on the duft of annihilation.'* 

The camel now, from his great folly 
and cowardice, began to cry out, and 
faid, " Though great crimes have been 
committed by me, yet I now aflc 
pardon for my faults. With inward 
fidelity, I proftrate myfelf at his 
*' majefty's throne, and feek refuge 
** under the fhade of your lordftiip's 

N 3 " bounty. 






^ Hsfonntf. If^ co^fbif itty^eMffaiid 
!« e^^fs witk th^ fiUMRli of forpretiaAj 
^* tbey vOr»{ dcTiftt tm hom this cat^ 

*^ Irttty, and ««civd iffC ittidef the flia- 

♦* dow 0f fhdf mercf , it wft «ot be 
** disviatmg from their mgtA virttiet.'* 

The mouie^ having hMcnsred the 
lifMft df ttie cMticft with ^nt> tore in 
f^^ ^;rfth hk teeth the rcupe df the 
mi^ttr entdfigled among the branefce^> 
ftftd tefiev^d him ftcm his diftrefs. The 
ftl^kl k^g^necked animal^ having retijrtl- 
tA pf &pct th^nk§, bdnred his head to the 
authority of the litffc long-tailedy fbort* 
necked fovereign, and, with all his 
fetilk and fuperior Btt, fubmttted to 
fht moufe 5 who, from fwelling exult^ 
ifion^ could fcarcely contain himfelf iii 
Ikii hdle. He order^ the camel to grUze 
eH day tt his pleafure, and, at night at- 
tending at the pfefertce, to gtiard the 
royal apartments. 

Some 
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Some time after thisj the woodcutters 
of the prince of Geelaun^ ieeing the camel 
in the foreft without un owner^ feized and 
conduded him to the prkice's ftaMes s 
of which the fox being informed, repre- 
fented the affair to the AiUime audience. 
The Kttle hero of the fiild of viciffitttde 
was enraged at the occurr^ce, ^d the 
next day, when the woodcutters re* 
turned to work, addrefled them from his 
hole, faying, *' Without any caufe of 
** diQmte, to lay the foundation of eil- 
'* mity and contention is unbecoming a 
^' nobk mind, and generosity of ibul. 
" Wifdom di<ftates, that your maftcr 
^' return me the camel, and avoid ihed- 
*^ ding the blood of the innocent. If 
this is not done, regarding himfelf 
as infecure from my vengeance, let 
him prepare for war, for I will not by 
any means depart from my claim." 
The woodcutters were overwhelmed 
with aftonifhment at this terrific addrefs 
from the moufe, which had not the lead 

N 4 accord* 
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accordance with his* nature ; and> as a mi- 
racle^ reprefented it to the prince ; who 
laughed at it as ridiculous, and forbad 
his courtiers tb talk of it. 

When intelligence of this reached 
the king of the mice, he addrefled the 
fox, by way of learning his opinion i 
faying, " It cannot be anyways confiftent 
** with the iiiftitutes of dignity and com- 
" mand to fubmit to thefe affronts^ 
** therefore, our wife refblve is taken to 
," call together the commanders of our 
*^ forces, and prepare in the beft man- 
^^ ner for this important undertaking. 
'^ Having colleded the requifites for 
" warfare and defence, we will march to 
*' battle." The vizier according in 
opinion with his majcfty, an army fo vaft, 
that to coimt its numbers the moftfubtile 
arithmeticians confefled themfelves in- 
capable, foon furrounded the imperial 
throne. The whole plain of the country 
was covered with mice. 

Firft 
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Firftof all> by direftion of the vizier/ 
it was refolvedto undermine the tre^tfury, 
of the enemy, and carry ofF all his mo- 
ney, . This was effcdted in a fliort time r 
fa that nothing remained in the vaults of 
the prince of Geelaun, but torn bags and; 
moufe-eaten chefts, ; while the trcafurerar 
had not the leaft fufpicion of the theft,* 
This important objedl being happily at-* 
tained, the king commanded his vizier 
to look out fox fome.fon of man graced 
with the jewels of ability,, who might 
take upon him the further operations of 
the war, and : raife an . army of moi*tals 

for his majefty's feryice. ) 

» 

By chance, a diftrefled foldier of for- 
tune, with his brethren and dependants, 
having left his home in fearch of em-^ 
ployment, pafled through the defart, 
where he beheld numbers of mice ikip-r 
ping about, and. playing, with golden 
coins in their mouths. The officer, much 
diftrefled, and fo poor that he wodd have 

let 
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Ictfif hit arrow at the iinaO mor&l of 
a cat, longed bjr any meaas in his power 
to ieize the money from the fitde ani* 
fluals. Suddenly, a vtncrable moufe 
popping his head from lush<A^ addreffod 
him, fiiying, ** My kMtl, the i|»ttte <^ 
^ ardent longing feems to flow from 
^f lipf mouth. If thou defireft in ^ite 
^ of fiHtmie to enjoy the goods of the 
^ world, and ac^iirennxch money, ent^ 
^ ktto our fervice, and at once be rich 
^ m fflrer and gold.'* 

The young captain, regarding the 
opportunity as mc^ happy, now found 
his ftar fortunate. Through the medi- 
ation of the mouie, he was introduced 
to die whiilcered nxmarch -, who agreed 
to allow him a ium, far exceeding his 
hofeB or deferts, for which he iigned an 
immec&te order <m his fecret treaiures ; 
and haying conferred upon him the im* 
portant ftation of generaliifimo, recom* 

mended 
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mended the tttmoft ^xjed in fevying 
forces, and collcdlmg ftorcs of war. 

The officer hnmediately wrote to all 
his friends 2trtd eomntdes of Ins wtmderfb! 
tLd v t ti tt tt e y oWerrihgi that at a time when 
Vfrtae and fibeiuBty had dcferted from 
among mankind, encotfragement and 
gencfott^ treatment were only to be found 
m the ferrJce of the king of mice, who 
jpofleffcd inwncrtfe fecrct treafiires and 
htxritd hoards of weaJth. Bafely-minded 
men, who are naturally the ilaves of 
nioney, regardmg the dpportttnity of 
acquiring it as moft precioiw, now col- 
leAed from all quarters 5 fo that in a 
fliort time a great army was embodied^ 
and all the requiiites for ofFenfive ope- 
rations in readinefs. 

The king of the mice, attended by 
his motley hoft, tmtiingthe reins of ex** 
pediticm agamft the Prince of Gcehftm, 
now marched from his ibbterraneotis 

capital^ 
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capital, and founded the drums of valour 
in the field of war. The prince, whofe 
cars till now were filled with the cotton 
of fupinenefs, opened his eyes at. the 
noife of the drums from the heavy} ftupor 
of negligence, and having fummoned 
his minifters and generals to an ailembly 
of council, confulted with them on the 
cxtinftion of the flames of difturbance^ 
faying, " Though in this manfion of 
viciflitude ftrange events occur, yet 
fiich a ridiculous one as the prefent 
is very vexatious. To be engagei 
againft a moufe is truly difhonouring. 
However, having confidered well what 
is neceflary to be done, let us form 
our plans." 

The council reprefented, that fince the 
enemy had beaten the drums of war, 
there was no remedy but to light up the 
flames of battle. Upon which the prince, 
ordering out his troops, commanded 
his ftores * to be opened, and the fums 

necefliary 



i 
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neceflary for warlike difburfements to be 
iflued i but when the gates of his treafures 
were unfolded, the path of his hopes be- 
came obftrucfted, for, not a veftige of 
the ftolen money remained. Remedilefs, 
having for the prefent fatisfied his troops 
with promifes, he marched from his 
capital, and planted the ftandard of war 
in oppofition to his enemy's on the field 
of battle. 

When the golden moufe of heaven 
had defcended into the cave of the weft> 
the king of the mice commanded his 
body-guards to execute a fecret expedition 
which he had committed to them. The 
army of mice, more numerous than fwarms 
of pifinires, or flights of locufts, having 
in the night entered the enemy's camp, 
gnawed to pieces with their teeth the lea- 
thers of the ftirrups, the reins of the 
bridles, the parchment of the drums, 
the bow-ftrings, and, in like manner, 
whatever they foimd made of leather or 

doth. 



A£gpB^ dbejr i-etnraed tritunpkaiit to^t» 
ctn^ <^ tbfiir finrereign; vho^ st ijm 
tmportant crifiSf drawing out lib homaflt 
jiHes in line of iattfe» natdied it thcar 
JKttU iiid cofiunaodfid. iiicoi like h&on 
to di^pkiy thebr uraloor. 

The djptes of the prince lofenned 
him of the motions of the enemjr i0 
furprifc his camp j upon which he com- 
-OHMifed the hetaids and geoeiAls to 
jmopane^he racuiiia diriAowofibt^itmy, 
tuid make scm^ lor battle* The lxoops> 
am ha&eBmgib9 ioftm, were eotafeunded 
)M: tChe. dsttBA^ done io their iaddks and 
weapooSf and yittiir-roacbsn ^ thetr 
ihrben onsdition. The hands ;af the 
.finicneigii ffioti&, regaDding the eon&B^ion 
-adF.the . entas^ -as iiie ibremmter vfriBtory 
juid'&iQodsj chargednrtth f uckius valour^ 
.«ad in an -inftant made whok fqnadrons 
.tt morj lcfe &crifice to their &afp t&hreSi. 
The itirvircRTS :regarding eicape as moft 

precioui^ 
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precious, meafured the road of flighty 
and faved their lives by difhonour. The 
4>rince, with much difficulty and diigraoe 
having efcaped from the field, ihut him^ 
IHf up in his citadel; leaving all hi$ 
effe&s, tents and royal equipage an <>f- 
fering to the plunder of the conquerora. 

When the warrior of heaven, wl& 
golden fcymetar, aroie from the faordeis 
of the ikies to fubdue the world, the 
prince, out of humility having difpatdbed 
an ambailador, requeued, that without 
the feizure of hia country, he might he 
received under the fliadow of protediim: 
zad the kin^of mice, notwlthfiandii^ 
his meanneia of nature, agreeably to the 
axioms of theiiberal,pnu£fcifiagthelflW^of 
generoiity ami difplaying ma^nanimitjr> 
fent back all the plunder^ and &idi 
pur motive &r kindling the flames 
of flaughter was not the conqueft of 
*^ your dominiqns, but reftoration of our 
^ cameL" 

The 
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The prince efteeming this demand 
as moft aufpicious, having caparifoned 
the camel in gorgeous houfings, trap- 
pings fet with jewels, and a filken mahar, 
difpatched him to the prefence of the 
Idng of mice; and opening the^ doors 
of apology, made many excufcs in order 
to obtain pardon' of his faults, which 
was granted. The king of mice, hav- 

• * ■ 

ing returned vidorious and triumphanl: 
to his fubterraneous capital, difmifTed hii 
human auxiliaries with fatisfaftory re- 
wards ; and the camel, as I?efore the war, 
was allowed to forage at large in the 
wildernefs, having the higheffi rank of 
nobility conferred upon him by his 
fbvereign; who, from his unexpefted 
fuccefs, exalted his head to the fummit of 
the fkies, and notwithftanding his (hort- 
nefs of neck, from felf opinion and pride, 
afted as if cats were not in exiftence.*" 

If 

^ Dow*s paraphrafe of this talc, , though con- 
taining very little of the original, is certainly fupe- 
rior to it in invention and entertainment. He 

concludes 



If the prince of Geelaun, at firft 
not contemning the itioCife> had prepared 
to eradicate the caufe of quarrel and re- 
pel his enemyt by a v:ery little atteatioiv 
the blaze of difturbance might have 
jbeen eictinguiflxed^' and all this dif- 
jgrace .and JxumiUation would not have 
happened to his fortunes. Had he xJiofc^ 
to quench the fire of enmity by the waters 
of gpnciiiatum^ that depended ^nJjron a 
jfingle camels wif h/J had tent his^tr 
tention properly to the dpftru^bm of ju? 
enemy, one cat would have efFedted the 
johj^. As he devuifb^ &QmJli^pf^ims 
of the prudent^ (who-Mviie tJf^ ^iP^^ 
joj f)9ould i^ever jbe de^nfed) af d. piufwrd 
4%'pM^s.of uegjiigence and felf^nceit, 
h^ iiiffered tfa^ ^'^ canra|ueip^s of fuch 
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concludes it by making the fox vizier (hut up the 
monarch moufe in a cheefct v^hile he ufurped aU 
Wf€t to himfclf. 
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VERSE. 

Be an enemy humble or powerful^ con^ 
iempt of him is a great errifr, 

Defpife not an inferior opponent^ for thou 
marfeft be conquered if thou watch him not 
narrowly 

The fcorpion is a more dangerous enemj 
than theferpenti for the one 4s afecret^ the 
cth& an open one» 

Thirdly, my prince, (continued the 
Sharok) never difclofe thy fecrets to a 
wonttn; that, like the merchant's fon, 
thou mayeft not be involved in everlafting 
regret. The prince enquired the ftory 
of the merchant's Ton, and the fharok 
related the following tale. 



CHAP* 
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CHAP, XX. 



STORY OF 

ne Merchant's San and the Peries. 

Xt is related, that in a city of 
Hindooftan there was a merchant who 
had a Ton in the bloom of youth. The 
young man one day, owing to his inex- 
periehced years, in argument with his 
father, having loofened the bridle bf re^ 

o 2 fpeft 
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fpcft from his hands, was impertinent 
beyond meafure, and pafled the bounds 
of difcretion. From his improper 
fpeeches the anger of the father became 
raifed, and, in the warmth of paffion, he 
drove him from his houfe -, which the 
ion, in the ftubborn intoxication of youth- 
ful folly and falfe honour, haughtily 
quitted ; and chufing the life of a col* 
linder, rubbed his face over with aihes, 
and committing himfelf to wandering 
about the world, meafured the path of 
travel. 

On the firft day, however, as he 
was but little acctrfhomcd to the hard- 
fhips of t|^vdiit\g ;md the ii^ionveniences 
of abfence from home, before he could 
reach a ftage, be became tirod> . and the 
iniipreflic«i§ of weariuefs afliifted im 
iiiaabs. Defpondingj, he qtuitti?d the l^g^ 
road, an4 reclined himfeljf at the fbot q( 
a trecj op th? margin of a piece of 
wat^. 

At 
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At the clofe of day, when the world- 
illuming fun, haying finifhed his courfe 
round the globe, had retired to his weft- 
ern abode, four doves alighted from a 
tree on the edge of the water, which 
proved to be Peries, who had taken 
upon them the form of thofe birds. 
Having now afliimed their natural fliapesj 
they laid afide their vefture, and employ- 
ed themfelves in fportive bathing. The 
merchant's fon obferving this, advanced 
fbftly, and taking up their garments, hid 
them in the hollow of a tree, behind 
which he fat concealed. The Peries, 
after a fliort interval afcending from the 
water, became much diftrefled at the mis- 
fortune of lofing their cloaths, and ran 
on every fide mournfully in fearch, till 
at laft they beheld the young man, whom 
they befought with prayers and entreaties 
to return their garments. 

The youth did not meet their peti- 
tion with acceptance, but faid, *^ Till 

03 " fuch 
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* fuch times as my objefi fliali be fatis- 
*' fied by you, it is impoffible tliat your 
" requeft fhould receive compliance." 
The Peries replied, " If thy wiihes dc- 
** pend upon us, we will not withhold 
" our affiftance." Upon which the 
youth continued, faying, " My defire 
" is, that one of you /houtd confent to 
" live with me as a companion, and 
*' agree to the union of marriage." The 
Peries anfwered, " Rafh young man, as 
" the Almighty Creator has formed our 
" bodies of fire, and your's of water and 
" clay, with fuch difference of natures, 
" how can the knot of union be tied i 
" Give up thefe unreafonable defires, 
" and depart from fuch unattainable 
" wiihes, for they never can be fatis- 
" fied." 

The young man, not in the leaft at- 
tending to their eloquence, prefled his 
defires, and became more importunate 
for the fulfilment of his demands. 

Pointing 



CH. 20. GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGB. 217 

Pointing to one of the Penes, much 
handfbmer and younger than the reft, he 
£sdd, ^^ Refign this angel to me, and I 
*^ will give up the raiment of the reft/* 
The Peries, on account of their dif- 
trefled fituation, havmg confented, took 
leave of their fifterj who, remedilefs, 
and diftrefled at feparation from her com- 
panions, as well as the calamity of being 
compelled to ailbciate with one of a 
different nature, flied floods of tears. 
They ftrove to confole her, faying, 
*^ Since this fentence upon thee has 
" been entered in the volume of di- 
*' vine will; what remedy is there, and 
" what can we do in the afiair ? Allow- 
ing that we fliould all be taken 
captive, what good would it do thee ?" 



tc 



The young man having thus gained 
the Perie by his ftratagem, gave up the 
raiment of the reft, who fled away,. 
Having adorned his captive with rich» 
deaths and valuable jewels, he regard- 

04 ed 



« ■ 

cd her company as tfte cMcf good of Kfcy 
ami fhidied to gain her dik&tons m^t 
tnd day; withdrawing not his eyes fbf 
an mifent from gaxing on her heart- 
rarifhmg conhtcnance, and hcphg afidc 
tSl bufincft btit that of love for her 
enarmS) he nnremittingly (joaffed from 
the cup of pleafure the wine of deKghf 3; 
and> gathering from the rofe-bu& 
of her beauty the flowers of rapture, 
Kfcc the nightingale, exulted with cc- 
ftacy, and, as that bird when fafcinatcd, 
made his tongue melodious with the 
following ftrain. 

VIRSE. 

Make my ctipjparkky cupbearer^ with 
the brilliancy of the wine ; tell the minftrel 
that fortune is favourable to my dejires. 

hi proceft of time, the Perie alfo, 
from conftant aflbciation, was attached 
to the yoimg merchant, and placed her 
foot in the path of regard and her head 

on 



<w the mpet of dledHoft J till at fetigtilr 
flitr 6ore chiMrcn, "Wteif* htiTttM. ttivtctffs 
bcgaii to pfeafir heif . She ncrw feemecl 
ttir tApy tfi-e actjuafirttoce of her htrf- 
btocfS femafe refatSvts and iiei^bourt, 
tUS cfigftgdd ift tfacT Hfiatrdgctiteitt or do ' 
meftic concerns with "i cheatfU ctrtttite- 
nance. The young man now caft from 
his mind vH dottbti of her aiFciftion, 
a*^ Ai9f heart becamfe affirred of hcf' 
teve and attachment. - 

It chanced after a period often years, 
that misfortunes af&ulted the young 
merchant, and his pro p er t y became ejc- 
ceedmgly reduced. Remedilefe, in order 
to gaan a KveKhood and find out means 
of fubfiftence, having made preparations 
for a long voyage, he fiibmitted his mind 
to the pangs of feparation, and commit- 
ted the Perie to the care of an aged 
matron, whom he regarded as deferving 
of confidence. To her in private, hav- 
ing pointed out the Ipot where he kept 

the 
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the Perles* original raiment buried, he. 
revealed the important fecret of his ad- 
venture; and having repeated his ad- 
monition to ufe proper caution in guard- 
ing her charge^ placed the foot of 
departure in the ftirrup of travel, and 
purfiied his journey. 

The Perie, now become the partner 
of forrow, would often complain to her 
old domeftic of the pangs of abfence, and 
in the agony of grief utter expreilions 
of regret; which the matron believing 
realj ufed endeavours to conible her 
mindj and would fay, " Confent not to 
*' dim thy moon-like afpe6k, the envy of 
" the fun, with the wane of forrowi or, 
" like the moth, confume thy heart and 
'^ life in the blaze of the lamp of de- 
fpondency -, but take courage, for the 
dark night of abfence will foon come 
to an end, and the bright dawn of in- 
terview gleam from the horizon of 
divine bounty/* 

From 



ic 
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From the occurrences of Providence, 
the Perie, having one day bathed, was 
drying her amber-fcented trefles with a 
comer of her veil, when the aged do- 
meftic, being ftruck with her dazzling 
beauty and numerous charms, opened her 
lips in admiration and praife. The Perie 
upon this exclaimed, *^ Ah ! nurfe, 
'^ though you think my prefent charms 
*' great, yet had you feen me in my na- 
tive raiment, you would have witnefl^ 
ed what beauty and grace the divine 
*' Creator has beftowed on Peries ; for 
know, that we are among the mofl; 
finifhed portraits on the tablets of 
*^ exiftence. If, then, thou defireft to 
** behold the fkill of the divine artift, and 
*^ ^admire the wonders of creation, bring 
the robes which my hufband has kept 
concealed, that I may wear them for 
an inftant, and fhew thee my native 
beauty, the like of which no human 
eye, but my Lord's, hath gazed 
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Thefe 
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Thtft foof-enfnafittg remarks tempt* 
cd the nuHe out of At cifcfe o>i^ that 
prudence and caution requifite to a dif- 
tihguifhing judgment i to that ihe in- 
stantly arofe^ and taking the robes but of 
{he hole^ prefented them to the Periej 
who eagerly put them on^ and^ as a bird 
efcaped from a cage^ expanded her i^migSj 
and having exclaimed '* Farewell," 
Ibared aloft towards her native regions. 
Though the matron, like the afflifted by 
ibme fudden calamity, fcattering duft 
upon her head, uttered loud entreaties 
and complaints, they had no effedt upon 
the liberated Perie ; for a bird who has 
broken the fnare will never return to it. 

When the merchant's fon, returning 
from his journey, reached his houfe, 
and found no figns of the rofe of enjoy- 
ment on the tree of hope, but the lamp 
of blifs extinguiflied in the chamber of 
felicity, he became as the Perie flxicken,* 

a redufe 

* That isy pofTefTed by an evil fpirit. 



% 



a, reduTe in the cell of jmadadL fia* 
jooflied &)m thi&|tttb of WKlerCbuid^ 
wmauiod ioft to sdl the hannfips pf i^- 
tune, and the ufeful purpofes GfHiCt^ 

It is dear (conttnued flie Iharok) 
that had not this raih deviator from the 
road of wifdom entrufted the precious 
gems of his fecrets to the old nurfe, 
he would not have fuUied the head of 
his fortune with the afhes of adverfity, 
or fhed the clear water of his enjoy- 
ments on the ground of difappointment; 
neither, having given fiich a ihawbauz ' 
of good luck from his hands, would have 
become a wanderer in . the wilds of 
calamity. 

Fourthly, if by chance, prolperity, 
greater by comparifon than that of anoh 
ther, (hould become thy lot, be not 
felf-fccure of it's continuance, that, like 
the young thief, thou mayeft not lofe 

the 

T The royal Faulcon. 



224 BAHAR-DANUSH ; OR^ CH. 20« 

Ac treafurc of thy life in the plain of 
deftruftion. The prince enquired the 
ftoiy of the thiefj and the fharok related 
88 follows.* 

* Dow his contrived to miogk this ftorjr and 
ihtt of the Thief| foUowiDg next, In 0De» with oaJ/ 
bere and there a fentence of the original. 
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CHAP.XXr. 



y 



STORT OP 



THE THIEF. 

• 

J^ HE depiftors of occurrences, and 
expounders of the tchaiaders of events, 
iisve thus drawn the flburiflies of the 
following curious hiiioiy on the chapter 
of reutioiu 

In 



In an empire of the regions of the 
world, there was a king, in whofe 
mind a fondnefs for jewels, like love for 
the fun in the dufty atom/ was ftrongly 
imprefled. A fight of a clear ruby, 
like the fumes of iparkling wipe, would 
fill his foul with rapture; atnd he re- 
garded pearls as more precious than th^ 
teeth of ruby-lipped maidens with roiy 
cheeks. On this account, having colled- 
ed together all the jewels in his treafiiry, 
he v^ould frequently place them at once 
in his view,, that ,Jic m^ht have the 
pleafiire of examining the particular 
beauties of each— The officers entruft- 
ed with the care of them, by repeatedly 
carrying them frohi tlie treafury, un- 
packing and-iqpnplqpgr^iffi daily, were 

unable 

^-'*»*Ttr'tiWefrtfeiftd tilik 'I5gif^ pediapLit may 
i^^ticcefary it'(»'4^Mli:ih4 teaiW 16 4»t)(&iitf Hie 
kfllitlfel MXntJt vohmfi itwMi> h9 Ae : {fffpTp 

every variety of gem feems to float yi^j9ce£knt 
mfition. 
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pnahle to bear fauthmr fatigue^ and often 
from the weakneis of human nature, 
^on which failure and omiffion are at- 
tendant,^ ftewed a flown^s which fub* 
j^ed them te reproof, and occafioned 
diiSatisfadkion in the^ king^s mind. In 
0rder> therefore, to enjoy his wifiies 
without the difficulty of labour and in^ 
terruption of trouble, he commanded 
the goldfmiths ikilful as Samri and per- 
fect in their art, who had given exqui;- 
'&te Specimens of their elegant woti:- 
manikip in gold and jewelry, that they 
fliould make a flfh of gold, elegantly 
Aaped and nicely • formed, on which 
flibiild be fet the mod precious jewels, 
aaii tUc qleareil pearl; feleAed fir om the 
royal treafiires, the prime rarities of ti^t 
mines and ocean. What a fifh ! It was 
in itfelf an inconceivable treafure. The 
fcales were compofed of rubies and 
pearls, and its fins of .diamon4§ ^d 
other preciQ^s ftone?* .AH cr^ajign, 
VQjs. II, f ifrom 
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from the moon down to a fifii,^ was cap- 
tivated by its unparalleled elegance. The 
ocean fhrunk into the (and from envy 
of its beauty^ and the diamond mines 
funk ftill lower at view of its briUiancy* 
Its fplendour made the Piices of heaven 
dive into the vafe of humiliation^ and 
the filh of Koufir and Tunfecm* ac- 
knowledged their inferiority. From the 
¥ratcr of its own brilliancy, it wan^ 
not the ftreams of Paradife ; and as by 
its beauty it captivated the hearts 
-of heroes like Alexander, it had no 
occafion for the fountain of Khizzer.' 
In fhort, the fame of it, like the liber* 
ality of the king, reached the extremities 
of the globe, and, like his imperial glo- 
ry, pervaded the world* 

A thief, 

* A pun in the text; Mah fignifying the moon 
and a fifli. 

* Rivers of Mahunimud's paradife. 

* The fountain fahulou* of the water of im* 
mortality. 
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A thief,— who was a profeflbr in his 
art, and by his confummate ikill in rob- 
bing could fteal the golden rays of the 
(un warm from the heavenly crucible, 
filch the ruby from the reins of Sol ere 
it could reach the womb of the mine, 
fnatch the liquid pearl. from the Nei- 
faun* before it could enter the ftiell of the 
oyfter, and draw. up the iign pifces from 
the feven coerulean feas, — having intelli- 
gence of the filh, in order to prove his 
fuperiority in thievifli art, and fhew his 
prowefs in knavery, formed the refblution 
of dealing it. Fixing the faddle.of in- 
tent on the fteed of refolve, he courfed 
over the expanfive plains of contrivance. 
Having nieafured the royal palace with 
the line of contemplation>.hj5 marked 
well the place, where to enter, and 
where to make his efcape. 

p 2 When 

« Showers, whofc drops falling into the oyftcr,- 
are fuppofed to generate the pearl. 
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When the golden fifli of the fky 
had dived into the fountsin of the weft, 
and night exalted her (kUe canopy over 
the world, this celebrated traveller of 
darknefs, talcing with him his imple* 
ments of robbery, paced round the 
fbrtrefs, in order to try the alertnefs of 
the guards and wakefulnefs of the centi* 
nels. Every \n*ere he heard repeated 
the cry of *'Takc care!'* and on aH 
fides refounded the watch-words, *' Be 
vigilant, be watchful." He therefore 
neceflarily fat down in a comer, wait* 
ing for favourable opportunity, till at- 
length the fecrets of the heart of dark- 
nefs began to be revealed, and the adomer 
of time bound over the fable head of 
night a gem-befpangled fillet of hicid 
dew-drops ; or, in other words, half the 
night had paflcd away. The centinels 
now, from the damp of the dew and the 
coldnefs of the air, having drawn their 
cowls over their heads, between fleep 
and wakeing pronounced their chailengesa^ 

faintly 
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faintly as the found which murmurs from 
an empty veflel. 

At this crifis, the courageous thief, 
extending himfelf on the ground and 
winding on his belly like the ferpcnt, 
reached the walls of the fortrcfs. Hav- 
ing unfolded from his wrift a long 
cummund,^ twifted and entwined as the 
curly trefles of the fair, he threw it over 
the battlements, and with the agility of 
a rope(5anc6r fwarmedupto the pjwapet, 
from which he let himfelf down into the 
fort. Having entered the fleeping a- 
partment of the king, he beheld him 
repofing on the couch of profperity, and, 
like the planet of his enemies, immerfed 
in fleep. A lamp flood on the floor, 
and the fifti (on account of which the 
thief had mounted, as it were the ladder 
of the fkies, and defcended again to 
earth; lay under the pillow. A hand- 
maiden, beautiful, as the Peries, was 

P ,3 . . getttly 

^ A rope with a hook or noofc stt t!ie end. 



23* BAHAR-DAKUSH^ OR> CH. 21. 

gently nibbing with her hand^ foft and 

delicate as the rofe-leaf, the king's feet,* 

advancing lightly, the thief concealed 

/himfelf behind a curtain, till fleep had 

overpowered the damfel, and reclining 

her head, ihe funk to reft. Gently fnatch- 

-ing her veil from her fhoulders, he 

covered himfelf with it, and performed 

:the fame office for the Sultaim that ihe 

•Jiad been engaged in." When a fhort 

time had elapfed, the king turned him- 

,felf on his fide, when the thief feizing 

the opportunity drew the fifh from under 

the piliow, and quitting the fortrefs in 

the manner he had entered, efcaped un- 

obferved through the midft of the drowfy 

guards. 

As the fifh, from its length, could 
not be concealed under his arm in day- 
light, and the gates of the city were 

yet 

K The A/iatics in general^ have a domellic to rub 
tnd pat the feet while tbcy fleep. They fay it pro- 
motes circulttiuo. 
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« 

yet fhut, the cunning thief thought 
within himfel^ and faid, " At this fca- 
*^ ion, when night aiFords privacy under 
*^ her fable mantle alike to the robber 
and thofe who keep the vigils of 
prayer, not to finifh my undertaking 
and keep the precious fifh in the 
town, is to walh my hands in my 
" own blood. The king muft foon find 
*^ out his lofs, and the ftrideft fearch 
*' will be made ; the city gates will not 
*^ be opened, by way of preventing 
efcape, and I may be caught with my 
fifli in the net of deftru6lion. Sup- 
poling, however, that on the fmile of 
dawn, they Ihould open the gates, 
" in the light of day to attempt con- 
" veying fuch a prey as this, which is 
as well known by its brilliancy to the 
world, as the. moon, is. departing 
from the circle of prudence.'* 

Having at length formed an artful 
ftratagem, he wrapped the filh in the 

p 4 veil. 
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lOeily if^hich he had takto from the dam- 
iy , as a reward for fopplying her office^ 
fat the form of a ihrood orer a tjead 
faifant, and covered it With wreathe of 
white flowers ftolcn from At houfe of a 
garfcticr. After the manner of diofe 
afllided by foddcn calamity, with all 
violence and clamom- raifing his voice 
in mournful ejcclamations, he came to 
the city gates. The guards enquired, 
faying, *' Who art thou ? and on whofe 
•* account doft thou lament ?'* To which 
he answered, "I am a poor wretch, 
^ without property, of empty purfe, 
perfecuted by the fickle flcies, and 
ruined by cruel fortune, I had a fon, 
who prattled fweetly as the paroquet, 
who was as a nightingale giving the 
mdody of a garden to my lowly hut, 
and who made the blighted buds of 
' my defponding heart to bloflbm into 
the flowers of chearfulnefs. This night 
he died of the fmall pox, and left 
* me captive in the fiiares -of grief, and 
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^* my heart feared like the tulip by the 
** wounds of forrofw and defpair* As 1 
** was unable to procure the reqtdfites 
** for laying out and enihrouding after 
^* the manner of my relations and equals> 
^ I became fearful of Ae taunts of my 
** enemies and fneers of my acquaint- 
*^ ance ; fb that I was anxious at a filent 
*' hour, like the prcfent, to lay him in 
*^ the grave, and commit him to repofe 
^^ in the cradle of the tomb, in order 
'^ that my relations and friends might 
*' not be informed of my poverty, and 
'* that my heart, already torn into a 
^^ thoufand pieces by the death of my 
*« child, fliould not be pierced with 
** the fcorpion fting of ridicule, which 
*^ would be an aggravation of my for- 
*^ rows, and add the fcandal of the 
*' malicious to the poignancy of my 
« grief/' 

One of the guards, agreeably to his 
forly nature, beginning to growl like a 

cur. 
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CHTy.iaidt '^ At this midnight hour, to 
" open the gates of the city walls with* 
<* out the orders of the magiftrate to 
fuch a poor wretch as thee> can be 
of no advantage. Sit down quiets 
ly> therefore, till the dawn of morn^ 
^^ ing ; refrain from thy nonfeniical 
^^ lamentations, and do not unreafonably 
" difturb our delightful repofe. Unleft 
<< thou defireft a found drubbing, do 
'^ not, like the frantic, make fuch a 
** bawling." The thief for an inftant, 
heaving a cold figh from his inflamed 
heart,, fat down to wait the attainment 
of his wiihes, but immediately after, 
burfting into louder complaints than 
ever, raifed fuch a clamour, that the 
guards all together abufed him,, and 
opened upon him the portals of reviling 
and threats. The well-e:q>erienced thief, 
bowing himfelf before them with humi- 
liation and entreaty, began to pray for 
mercy, and faid j " Ah ! ye light 
** walkers on the fhore of chearfulnefs^ 

" Have 
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*' have coitopaffion upon me involved 
" in the whirlpool of grief and fbrrow, 
*^ and avoid the tormenting path of the 
** afflidted, who have the pangs ojf d^ 
*' fpair imprefled in the footfteps of their 
** fouls." At length, the guards, when 
they faw that unlefs they opened the 
gates, and got rid of this troublefbme 
interruption, it was impoffible to enjoy 
the (weets of fleep from his clamorous 
vociferation, remedilefs, let him through, 
and difmifled him. 

As it happened, another moft fkilful 
thief, intimately verfed in the myfteries 
of chicanery and profeflbr of the cheat- 
ing art, having formed a love connexion 
with a loofe woman who lived near the 
gate, was enjoying her company, when 
he heard the feigned lamentations of 
his brother robber. From his experi- 
ence he guefled the caufe, and followed 
after him unperceived, before the guards 
could fhut the gates. The guards en- 
quired 
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qcdred what was his caHing, and why he 
wanted to go out atfoch a time of night ? 
He. replied, ** The peribn who has now 
^ juft gone forth in (iich forrow is my 
^ brother. His (on, whofe innocent 
'^ prattling brought to mind the chatter 
*' of the paroquet, has in tender infiincy 
*' taken flight from this narrow, pcriih- 
^' able world to the expanfive regions 
'* of eternity, leaving the w;ounds of 
^* forrow in the hearts of his father^, and 
'* me his lamenting uncle. I go, that I 
** may fhare in my brother's forrows, 
'^ and aflift him in burying my poor 
" nephew." By help of this artful 
ftory, having pafled the city gate, he 
followed the firft thief. 

The firft thief went direftly to the 
place of execution, where he faw three 
robbers upon the ftakes impaled, and a 
fourth ftake void, clofe by. From this 
laft, having counted a fsw paces, he 
buried the fifh in t3ie earth, and fetching 

a ftone 
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9 ftone dotted with blood from beneath 
one of the pales, placed it as a talifmati 
upon his treafare^ that he might withoat 
difficulty know the fpot. The thief who 
had followed, while the firfl: was em- 
ployed in diggmg the hole and burymg 
the fifti^ having fwarmcd the vacant 
ftakej feated himfelf upon it. The firft 
thiefi when he had finifhed his bufxnefs^ 
l}y way of ftri<Jt obfervance again camb 
to the ftakesj where he now faw alfo a 
inan upon the fourth. Afioniihed an4 
amazed at this circumilance^ he faid 
within himfelf, ^ Within a ihort inter- 
^^ val, I certainly thought I faw pne 
•*^ palp void, how comes it that there is. 
" now a man upon it ! but I may have 
''^ been mifled by my eyefigbt at the 
"^^ firll view, or my memory may have 
« failed me." Alarm ^ftill fiUed his 
mindj and he exerdfed his wits to 
obtain certainty and cut the knot of 
fiich a myftery, Firft he ftlt the 
breaft and temples of each criminal, that 

he 
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he might diftinguifti if they breathed^ 
and find out the living from the dead i 
but they all proved alike to his feel^ 
without the leaft difference. 

Overcome with furprize, lie con- 
fidered awhile; then advancing to the 
(bipicious flake, and holing for a full 
quarter of an hour the thiePs nofe, tried 
his breath j but the artful rogue fo held 
it in, that it would have been impoflible 
fpt- ' the finger of Plato to perceive the 
motion of his veins. The firft thief, 
after he had ufed all this trial and cau- 
tion, according to the axiom, that the 
f#ord is the laft refource, drawing a 
fhort fabre, ftruck it with all his force 
at the cheek of the fecond, who flirunk 
not a hair's breadth, or moved the lead, 
thbugh he received a fevere wound. The 
fii'ft thief now difcharging fufpicibn from 
his mind, became eafed of apprehenfion, 
and felf-fecure from mifchief, went his 
way. 

When 
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' When the firft thief had taken his 
departure, the other defcendedfrom the 
ftake, and going to the fpot where the 
jewel-formed fifli was buried, xlug it upi 
and become overjoyed at theacquiiition 
-of fuch a treafure. - Having congratu-* 
lated himfelf lipon his own penetration^ 
fagacity, and firmheis, he depofited the 
fifh it another place, and retiring, bound 
up his wounds. 

■ 

. When the .fifti of day, ariiing fixjm 
the ocean's depth, enlightened the iur« 
face of the globe by the rays of its 
fparkling gems, he returned to the houfe 
of his miftrefs ; who obfervrng the gafhes 
upon his face, enquired the caufe. The 
courageous thief, refolved to keep his 
fecret, did not admit iier iqto 'the path 
of knowledge,, or commit the myftery 
to his lips, but &id, ^^^Afkhoqueftions, 
" and procure a fufgeon that he may. 
" affift me in the cure of my wounds." 
The proftitute having called her attend- 
ants. 



mdHtM^ Ivka were of hec own profeflion> 
fittU ^^ During the long fpace that ycm 
^' jwne'kept alive die gbrw of Iove> his 
5^ UQT ode of 700 had a fiurgeon as your 
^'gaUant?'' A finilutg'^fiited damfcl^ 
adv an ci ng with nods and glances^ ro* 
pfied* ^^I haveformy brer a fiirgooh 
<^ of tlie highefl: Jcitt and Icno^vkdge in 
*^ hid profeffion*" The fnifixda^ havnig 
thanked her with condefcnnfioii and 
kindne&t defired her to fetch the flir^ 
gem i who being arrired^ es^amined the 
wdmis of the ithief ; and having pen* 
formed hb operations^ praifed the courage 
§nd fbriittude of hii patient. 

In . the couHe of die day, the thief 
who> had ftolen the fiQi from the royal 
bedchamber^ to fadsfy his mind and 
take proper precautions, revifited the 
^t* If e faw that his prize was car** 
rie^off" by a flood, all the exertions he 
had Vtki fcattered to the winds, and that 
t&e thief he had wounded on the pale 

was 
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was .vanished like the phoenix. Rage 
enflamed his borom> and he became like 
a fifh, floundering in the net of defb-uc* 
tion. Gloomy and dcfjtonding, he re-» 
turned to the city like one diftradted, 
his back bowed under the cruelty of for- 
tunCj. and retired to his lurking place in 
a ftate of defpair* Reclining his headj 
Uke a ball in the curve of the mace, 
upon his knecs> he employed himfelf as 
the melancholy mad, in forming ufelefs 
conjedures and idle fancies. ' 

At length he heard a great nolle,' 
and the following proclamation was made : 
' A thief laft night ftole the king's fifh 
^ fct with jewels. Whofocver willre- 
^ cover it, ihaU be diftinguifhed by the 
* royal favour, and may teke the phccixix 
^ of riches in the fnare of attainment." 
Upon this, the mournful thief again 
hafkncd to try liis fortune at the xoyal 
palace, and being introduced to the Ra- 
dons audience by the chief magiftrate, 
VOL. ir. Q firft 
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firft entered the afylum of pardon^ and 
then, having related his adventures from 
beginning to end to the confidential at- 
tendants of the imperial prefenee, (aid, 
'^ The wounds which I inflifted on the 
*^ face of the truly-fkilful robber will 
^* be the means of his detedion, but 
let the woiid-commancUng order be 
ifluedy that I may be admitted where^ 
ever I may think fit to (earch for the 
^^ ill-ftarred wretch, fo that no one be 
*' a ftone in. my path, or flop my pro- 
** grefe." The king commanded the 
judge of police to aflfcrd Him every affift- 
ance, and kt him at liberty. 

The thief now began to examine 
ail the ftreets and allies, and wherever 
he faw a furgeon vifiting patients, infill- 
ed on accompanying him in his rounds. 
After fome days he followed the right 
perfon to the houfe of the proftitute, 
where he beheld his rival reclined upon 
a princely couch, and drinking wine, 

which 
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which is I the moft abominable of aU 
aftions. His wounds were gettmg bet- 
ter, and faft healing. Having made a 
low obeHancej . he expanded the tongue 
of complimentary gratulation, and faid,^ 
*^ A .thoufand praifes are due to fuch a 

magic-performing thief as thou. Mo. 

ther earth glories in (lich an able fon. 

Withoutexjaggeration I.may fay, that 
V the eye of time hath never beheld a* 
7 more able profeflbr than thyfelf in 
i^ the myfteries of filching^ and arts o£ 

roguery.: Through thee the thieving 

trade has become renowned throughout 
" the world, and in thy perfon the fci^^ 
" ence of cheating diftingujihed over. 
" the gl6be. True it is^- that fcience 
f *: receives credit from the abilities of 

the profeilbr, as the diamond its full 

luftre fropi the (kilful pdliih of the 
^' jeweller's hand. Now^^ then, rife up, 
^' and take the trouble juft to vifit thq; 
<^ paradife-like abode of. the king Qf 
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^ kiiigs> for his Majefty expeds thy 
<* nobk approach/' 

The ciiuiietit tfaier^ who ttw tnafc 
there was no remedjbut to commit him«^ 
felf to the padi of tnxdi^ replied^ '^ Pm/e 
^ and thanks be to God^ that foch afi 
^ able teacher as diou^ fb difUngoiihed 
^ m art, .dte guide of thieveryj and 
** mftmftor of rogues, who canft fix 
^^ thy ladder njxm die H^eft heavtn> 
•• and fteal from the cnictble of the fir- 
** mament the glowing metal of the /un> 
^ haft extended thy tongue in my praife 
^ and proved the gold of my flcill t6' 
be pure, on the touchftorie of impar- 
tiality. How great IS my fortune f 
•* how glorious my fuccefs 1 how atifpi- 
^' cious my ftars ! Howierer,. generofity 
** and libttality diftated, that till the 
•* healing of my wounds and recovery 
*• from my hurts, having exercifed thy 
•• noble nature, thou fhouldft, after the 
•* manner of th^ benevolent, have given 

** me 
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me quarter. Then, by the guidance 
of my ftars and dire'ftion of fortune, 
having arrived at thy prefence, I 
fliould l^ve gained the treafures of 
felicity, and, with thy approbation;, 
'* taken the fifli to our gracious fove- 
*^ reign. Since, what was incumbent 
*' on ^ generous nature and worthy a 
** noble mind has not been performed, 
•* what can I now dd, but lay my head 
at thy ftct ? My fkill has. made foiv 
tune draw her fword againft me as the 
objed of her envy, and as I am in- 
vincible in the field of knavery, time 
has doomed my blood to ftain the 
point of the pale/* Having finifhed 
his fpeech, he arofe, and accompanied 
by death, having come to the Sultaun, 
delivered up his prize, and was inftantly 
executed. 

To the experienced in the field of 
knowledge, who (having meafiired the 
depths and heights of events with the 

Q 3 foot 



cc 
cc 
n 

i€ 
€€ 



248 BAHAK-DANUSH; OR, .CH. 21. 

foot of trial) have reached the place of 
convidionj it is clear, that if the fecond 
thief^ not being felf-fecure from the ven- 
geance of the £r&, had chofen a diftant 
ufylum, he had not confumed the ftore- 
houie of his life in the fire of annihilation* 

VERSE. 

]f thou hafi done evil^ reft me felf-fecure 
etgmft danger \ for retribution is a natural 
tonfequence. 
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CHAP. XXIL 



CONTINUATION OF 

27/^ Htftory ofjehaundar Sultaun. 

W HEN the divine affiftant intends that 
he will conduft the objeft of his refigned 
{ervant to fuccefs, without his ufing ex- 
ertion or endeavours, he prepares for 
him the neceflary means. Of the jufticc 

Q 4 «f 
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of this obfervatiofij the following is a 
proof. When the parrot, being difpatch- 
td from the prefencc of the prince a- 
doming the mufnud of pilgrimage and 
beftower of dignity on the court of tra- 
vel, (Jehaundar Sultaun), had expanded 
the plumes of genius, and, fbaring on 
the wings of fearch in the sir of endea- 
vour, took flight in the path of enquiry, 
in a fhort time he reached a foreft, the 
ground of which, from its beautiful 
grdens refembling enamel, finiled with 
fcorn at the verdure of paradi/e. 

In this heaven-like fpot were feated 
two brothers, waiting for an arbi- 
trator to decide their difputes and 
adjuft their differences. In hopes that 
fome perfon would appear accidentally 
and fulfil their wiihes, they had their 
eyes turning to the four points of hope j 
the reafon for which was this. 

Among 
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Among the efFefts left by their fea- 
ther were four articles ; the di vifion of 
them was the caufe of difpute and means 
of a contention, which could not impar- 
tially by themfelves be decided. The 
firft was an old fakeer's cloak, fluffed 
with cotton ; the fecbnd a corden fatchel r 
the third a coUinder's bowl 5 and the 
fourth a pair of wooden clogs : appa- 
rently of trifling value, and to fight 
feeming as the effefts of poverty and 
diftrefs ; yet, in faft, the forty treafureS 
of Karoon, in eomparifon with them, 
were not worth a lunip of clay. From 
the cloak, all forts of rare cloths, and 
the curious manufadures of everv region 
of the world, with the moft precious 
perfumes and eflences, could be produced 
in any quantity defired, and at any time. 
In the fame manner, from the fatchel, at 
the defire of the pofleflbr, came forth 
unparalleled diamonds of the clearefl: 
luftre, the moft beautiful pearls, and 
every precious gem, which under the 

azure 
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azure iky^ is produced on the faqe of 
being> from the ocean and mine. From 
the bowI> which was full of countle^ 
bounty^ nay^ was a river of divine mcrj 
cy, iilued> without the delay of escpe&a- 
tion^ at the wifh of the owner^ all 
ibrts of edibles and drinkables^ both 
common and rare^ which the divine 
purveyor has ipread upon his variegated 
board. The wooden clogs in travelling 
over the earthy refembled the throne of 
the bleiled Solomon^ iwifter than the 
wind. Whoever had them on his feet> 

* • 

if he wifhed to go from the eafterix to 
the weftern extremity of the globe, arri- 
ved, notwithftanding the diftance, to the 
place defired in the twinkling of an eye^ 

The parrot when he obtained know- 
ledge of the above circumftances, flut- 
tered with joy; and then> fpreading^. 
his wings in the Iky of exultation, at 
one flight conveyed himfelf to the pre- 
fence of the princc> and received the. 

honour 
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honour of an interview. Having given 
an account of the properties of the curio- 
iities, and the fituation of the young 
men, he f^d, " At this crifis, when you 
have an important bufinefs occupying 
your princely mind, a long journey of 
great peril and difficulty irt agitation, 
and the point of defire unknown, it 
is advifeable for your highnefs to feize 
by any means thefe goods, each of 
*^ which to obtain elfewhere in the whole 

r 

*^ habitable globe, is without the verge 
" of poffibility; for, by their means, 
" you will without trouble reach the 
** country of your beloved. Though 
** in the office of fovereign guardian, 
<* to become fuilied by the crime of dif- 
honefty cannot be confiftent with the 
laws of religion or morality; yet, 
according to the urgency of political 
** exigence and neceffity of demand, it 
*^ cannot be approved by reafon to giv^ 
" up fuch unhoped for divine favours, 
" which folely from the particulai: 

bounty 
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^' bounty of heaven have been fent fit)m 
^ the worid above.'* 

The prince^ whoie bofom fermented 
. widi impatience^ like new wine in the 
veflel^ on the reprefentation of the wife 
birdj proceeded to the place without 
delay^ and arrived after travelling three 
nights and days. The young men, 
whofe eyes had been long ftrctched on 
the road of expeftation^ regan£ng his 
arrival as a fortunate event, referred the 
iirbitration of their dilpute to him. 

The prince confidering for a Jittle 
time, faid, «' As often as I caft the 
" dice of thought on the tables of con- 
" fideration and contrivance, no better 
** mpde . occurs than this. I will let 
*' fly two arrows from my bow on oppa^ 
*' iite quarters, ope eaft and the otfaeir 
*' weftward, and place the efFeds in diC- 
*' pute at an equal diftance between thehi 
*' on tjie ground; This done, let each 

'' of 
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<^ of yxHi at: ikt daj^ing of my kauad^ 
•^ run to a different point i axidvfhq&m; 
^' fooneft brings me an arroWj let hio^ 
^^ take for his fhat^e without hindtianct 
^^ the two things he likes beft, leayjkij} 
*« the other to his brother." 

This mode thejr both approved; and 
all being prepared, ran off to feize their 
feparate arrows ; when the prince without 
delay putting on the cIoak> throwing the 
fatchel over his flioulders, fixing the bowl 
in his girdle, and ftepping upon the 
clogs, wifhed himfelf at the city of 
Meenou Sowaud,** the refidence of the 
princefs Bherawir Banou. By permiilion 
of the Almighty, to whofe omnipotence 
the moft difficult things are eafy, he 
found hunfelf in the twinkling of an eye 
at the gates of the city, having in an 
inftant, without trouble or danger, paf- 
fed a diftance of many thoufand miles, 
which he could not otherwife have 

journeyed 

^ Regions of paradiie. 
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• • «. , 

journeyed in years., The prc^tioufly** 
winged parrot; like the phosnix ominous 
of profperity, fitring^ up(m the fortunate 
head of the prince, aUb arrived widi 

• • * * • ^ » . 

* Dow's imitation concludes here. 
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CHAP. XXta. 

* 

yV HEN Jchaundar Shawm the dif- 
guife of a fakeer, arrived thus at the city 
delighful as paradife^ and was going to 
6nttr it, a band of the king*s guards/ hav- 
uig Idd hold of him, hurried him awdy to 
the royal palace ; for it was an anciently 
eftabliflied cuftom of the happy king- 
dom, that whenever ftrangers arrived, 
whether in the equipage of dignity or 
tatters of beggary, they were inftaritTy' 
conduded to court, and cxamhicd f>y 

officers. 



officers^ who reprefented their conditioil 
to the attendants on the heaven-like 
ailembly^ and frequently the king would 
interrogate tnem himfelf^ as in this in* 
inftance he chofe to do. 

When the wife Sultaun, with intent 
to explore particulars, caft the looks of 
penetration upon the countenance of this 
traveller in the path of love and wan- 
derer in the plain of fafcination, notwith- 
ftanding his coUii^r'a diiguife and b^- 
gar's drefs, he perceived that his air and 
manners diflfered from thofe of the meanly 
bom, and faw the ftar. of dignity and rays 
9f grandeur beaming upon his forehead. 
With feigned furprize therefore he <aid, 
** Whence came this uncommon collin- 
" der ? . and why has he. wandered to my 
•' caf)ital?!' 

< - , » ■ • . 

The prince, withdrawing the veil of 
fiience from the damfel, of fpeech> intro- 
duced hp: into the afTembly of narration^ 

and 
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and in tHe manner of the informed' In 
the ruliss of compliment and the fkillcd 
in* the ceremonials of politenefe, thus 
reprefentedv *' I am immediate heir to 
^ the crown and ring of the paradife- 
envied regions of Hindboftan, and 
wa^ tenderly cheriflied in the cradle 
of royalty Mid high fortune. As all 
^ affairs are- bound in the knot of di- 
*^ vine will, agreeably to its eveHafting 
^^ decree and the motions of fate, defire 
*' of fubmiflion to thethrone emblematic 
^^ of benevolence took place in my heart, 
and the wifli to ferve your imperial 
majefty poffefled my mind. Inevita- 
bly impelled, I removed my afFedi- 
ons from my own family, and accord- 
ing to the verfe (to me, being thy 
fupplicant, is preferable to royalty) 
*^ chufinor the ftiation of a coUinder before 
** that of a prince, I eftranged my mind 
•^ from power and command. Regard- 
•* ing riie perils^ of the road ^d fatigue 
*♦ of travel as light upon myfelf, I haft- 
VOL. II, it " ened 
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ened onwards amid a thoufand un- 
looked for felicities. Praife and 
thanks be to God, that the glorifyiijg 
interview and blefled meeting with 
your facred majefty has taken placcj 
and that after the endurance of in- 

« 

numerable toils in my journey, the 
happinefs of kifling the . moft facred 
carpet has been obtained. Now, per- 
haps, the high bounties and liberal 
favours of your majefty may repay 
my fuiferings and exile. 






VERSE. 



" l/jile/s the beauty of the holy Kaaba^ 
** gratified the weary pilgrim^ the foul of 
*' the heart'Jick traveller would be confumei 
•^ in its burning defart.** 

The deeply-judging and wife fultaun, 
when he had heard the approved elo- 
quence and well-chofen expreffions of 
the prince in the above fpeech, was 

convinced 

,# "^ ^ The temple of Mecca. 
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convinced of his accomplifhments in the 
graces of courtly behaviour and polite 
manners. The coming of the embafla- 
dor, his bringing the letter containing 
affuf ances of regard and friendfliip, and 
delivering the meflage requefting a union 
with Bherawir Banou, now recurred to 
his mind 5 and from the wild air, dif- 
trafted demeanour, and penfive manner 
of the ftranger, he was convinced by 
whofe charms he had been induced to 
difguife his princely perfon as a coUin- 
der. Policy-confulting prudence, how- 
ever, would not permit his owning 
himfelf acquainted with the mylktty, or 
declare it openly* Plunging therefore 
into the fea of feigned difbelief, and 
knocking wilfully at the gate of igno- 
rance, he exclaimed, " Drive from my 
'* auguft prefence and royal palace this 
** infolent and lying coUinder, who, in 
*' order to enhance his value and increafe 
" his confequence and importance, has 
" .fet forth a tale contrary to probability, 

R 2 "With 
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^^ With defign that he may obtaoi enidk 
'^ and reputation in the fight of niM»j he 
'^ has embroidered the flcere of his cMh 
** dition with the deceicfid fteuriikes of 
pretended rank. As his f(^y> h&w^ 
ever, is greater than his hypecrify, 
*' he has not perceired, that his Bes, 
*' before the bright lamp in the ckwstt' 
*^ bers of penetration and judgment, 
«c could beam forth no fpfendoar.*' 



€€ 



Thou^ the fultaun, thus perrtritting 
the garb of the noble-minded and high- 
born prince's condition to be fuUied by 
the duft of fcandal, drove him from his 
heaven-like company, yet privately, he 
appointed intelligent and prudent officer^, 
who could diftinguifh reality from ap- 
pearanceSj in order> that being conftantf- 
ly informed of his proceedings, and 
watching his behaviour and employments 
night and day, they might report his 
amda^ con^ntly to the imperial minif- 

ters 
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ters and confidential attendants at the 
world-commanding throne, without ne- 
gledling the moft trifling point in their 
intelligence. 
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CHAP. XXIV- 



W HEN Jehaundar Shaw had quit- 
ted the palace, he unexpeftedly met, in 
afhy-coloured raiment, with marks of 
grief and fadnefs impreflcd upon his 
countenance, Hoormuz, the fon of his 
father's vizier, who had taken the habit 
of a fakeer. The prince, furprized at his 
appearance in fo diftant a countr^, faid, 

" Where- 
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" Wherefore haft thou fixed the place 
of thy abode in a foreign region, and' 
among a ftrange people, and courting 
" abfence from thy family, preferred to 
** affluence wretchednefs and poverty?' 
*5 From what motive haft thou efteemed 
*' as light upon thyfelf all this vexation 
" and trouble?" 

Hoormuz, agreeably to the maxim 
that the frantic have nothing to do with 
prudence, without regard to the rules of 
precaution, laying open the fecrets of his 
heart, replied, " The king of this 
country hath a daughter named Bhe- 
rawir Banou ; a daughter did I fay ? 
flie is a cOnfpicuous planet in the fky 
of beauty, a precious pearl in the fea 
of perfedion. The world-irradiating 
fun gained his fplendour from the 
glow of her cheek, and the moon, 
" from its exalting refleftion, her light. 
" From report, I fell, unfeeing, like a 
** fiih, into the net of her amber-colour- 

R 4 " ed 
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' cd locks, xtul being hurled from the 
' repoiing place of {cnCe into tfac wilds 
' of madncfe, my foul diflolving ]ike 
' wxx in the fire of loTe, I could find 
* no means of attaining my wiftics. No 
' fenfittion of hope has gladdened the 
' -pcTcqTtions of my heart, and from 
' the failure of my unhappy ftars the 
' cup of my delires has not been crown- 
' ed with the wine of enjoyment. But 
' wherefore do I complain ? She, like a 
' cruel turk, difdains to lead fuch mean 
' prey as me captive at her ftirnip, and 
' regards a condelcending look at fuch 
' a poor wretch grovelling in the mire 
' of the wilds of diftnwftion, as lefleniiig 
' the dignity of her beauty. 



*' My life wajled in hope that the dtfire 
*' of my heart would be attained, but it was 
*' nol. I loas tortured with this ftolipi 
*' exft^iattauy but, it was not^gralified, 

" In 
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" 'If$ Me ihope mtk mpume sfo Mifs her 
^* yrtdy ^Jips^ what ^blaul Jtas -n^ ^beartneft' 
•* Jhed^ 'but J alas ^! Jn^vaitu 

'** To .thee, ihcwever, my rpcince, >be 

tongratUlatioiK, ibr ithss f^OBhix ^oF 

the firmament of glocy^ill 'WidKKit 

** endeavour rfkll into thy inet. lit is 

long fince fhe has loft -her heart at 

the game of thy love, :and now ihe 

'^ (bars abroad in the wide osxpanfe jgF 

** defire in fearch off thy affedion. I 

** fcnow.not whether this blooming tofe 

^^ mayihave heard thy Au^iciousnaiitd 

** from the weftern breeze, jor .if \tliiB 

*^ radiant moon may iiave beheid thy 

'^ fun-like afpedt in ^ dreanu inform me 

*^ how> thou haitfiUenfrom die couch-of 

** prdfperity on :the dull of rmisfbrtmrey 

how funk from the: throne .of royalty 

on the Jowly mat of poverty, and 

f^ wherefore thou ♦ haft preferred the. cap 

*^ of a mendicant to the crown of mo- 

" narchy.'* 

The 
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• The prince at firft, on hearing of the 
captivation of Hoormuz in the love of 
Bherawir Banou^ the eniiiaring of his 
heart in the curly trefles of that Hoori- 
like.enchantrefs^ his infolent attempts in 
the path of fearch^ and his fitting on the 
ground of frenzy, was tortured with the 
fire of jealoufy. But from the grateful 
tidings, affording hope, that the feeds of 
mutual affeftion were fpringing up in the 
(oil. of his beloved's heart, and that 
through his favourable ftar the ihrub oi 
r^ard for him had taken kindly root in 
the. garden of her mind, his anguifh was 
allayed. Not admitting Hoormuz into 
the confidential recefs of his fecrets, he 
left the city, and took up his abode in 
the favourite garden ' of Bherawir Ba- 
nou, hoping that poffibly the zephyr 
might waft the perfume of his charmer 
to the perception of his foul. Like the 
wretched pilgrim and lowly mendicant, 

kindling 

* The gardens of the great in Aiia have ge- 
neral! jr cells for fakeers attached to them. 
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kindling a fire with the flame of his 
heart, and fprinkling the afhes of paflion 

r 

on his countenance, he added glory to the 
operations of love. He fifted drops of 
blood and fragments of his liver from th6 
feven fearced fieve of his eyes on the lap 
of his condition. * From the crimlbn 
tears, his eyelafhes, like the ruby of 
Buddukfhaun, became the envy of the 
Pleiades and the coral branch. With 
longing for the company of his love, he 
fcattered the duft of forrow over the 
head of his fortunes. Day and night, 
the companion of his folitude and friend 
of his confidence was the fancied " image 
of his. charmer. The ruling defire of 
his mind and objedt of his heart was the 
company of his miftrefs. A confidant, 
(to whom he might utter the fecret of 
his foul and complain to him of his for- 
rows) excepting the parrot, who was in- 
deed a prudent friend and fympathizing 
companion, he had npt. Before him, 
therefore, he would at times throw out 

from 
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(eom bis bumiQg bi^aft tljioii^uids of thf 
^»ris;s of forrpwj tf^ouQt lihe imguiib 
god^iifireis f)f his ibuU wd eatxeiit ly? 
i^Siftanoe ito explore a remody for hil^ 
G^, and fucce& tp Ims jaiO^* 

Th^ ffurrot, ^ he was a wUe smk^ 
tnoft intelligent fa»rd> whfm Jtxe beheld th$ 
jurince oycrwboUnpd in foixpw ^d icap^ 
tayatjed in the talons pf ^ef^ appro^jsW 
him in the path of fympathy and condpr 
ioncQ^ with CQxnfopt-exciting ^^hes ^md 
cafe-affbrding arguments j ^ying, ^* O 
*' thou chief of diftracftcd lovers, and 
'* fiiA in the chain of the hopeleis en- 
-** axnpwedi becaufe ibr a few days the 
** »fpentpf eiyoymentxeaqhos noittheper- 
** feption of thy foul from the grove of 
•*' hope, and the rpfe of thy wiihes in 
'^ -the garden rof .thy heart does not glow 
*^ with the tir^ge and fragrance of attain- 
*^ mcnt^ .plunge npt thyfelf into the ca- 
** rWicnSyof defp^ or 1;he wilds of difcon- 
•^/olfttwefs, 4io.r i»ihly withdraw the 

"hand 
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^* iitod of reliance from t&c mercy*- 
-'^ yielding fkirt of divine bounty. 
*^ Knoweft thou not, that the found af> 
'* Deipahr not of the mercy of God,* 
5^ is heard through all his wcMdcs ? At 
*^ laft,. the tender bud of thy hopes may 
^^ expand from the gale of ei^ymeilt> 

and the tree of thy wiflies bring ferth 

the &uit of completion. 
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*^ It is the atwientcuftom otiovtxin^, 
and time has long eftabliihed the hi^ 
*^ bit, that fee at firft bewilders the 
*' thirfty travellers in the path of defire, 
*^ by the mifty vapour of difappoin<^ 
*^ ment; but when their diftre6;and 
*' mifery has reached extremityi fedde»- 
** ly relieving them from the dark wind- 
•^ ings of confufion and error, fhe 
" cdndufts them to the fountains of 
*' enjoyment. Thou alotie hall not 
" e;cplored the paths of hop^lefs love and 
** diftraftion, or invented the habits of 

^^ madhefs 

" A line in the Koraun. 
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'* madnefs and frenzy. Many high- 
■*^ born princes and glorious kings be- 
*^ fore thee^ have exalted the ftandards 
^^ of extravagant paflion on the plains of 
^^ the worlds and founded the drums of 
*^ frenzy in the field of infanity.. The 
*' adventures of each of them form a 
<* body of events aftonifhing to the un- 
" derftanding ; . and even hearing the 
** dangers and diftrefles which occurred 
** to them in the intricate mazes of 
" love, is enough to make the gall of 
*' Ruftum-hearted heroes diflblve int6 
'* water. Even a tenth of the tenth of 
*' them has not yet reached thy ears ; 
** but thefe perfonages at length ob- 
" tained the pearl of fuccefs from the 
deep ocean of toil and difficulty, and, 
after many dangers and numberlefs 
perils, they gained their defires." 
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The prince replied, " O my grief- 
'* difperfing friend, I wifh thou wouldft 
** inform me of the hiftories of thofe 

" quaiFers 
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'* quaffers of the wine of the ftored of 
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love, partakers at the board of ardent 
afFedion, and ftruggiers in the ftormy 
ocean of diefpondence ; alfo of the ha- 
zards and difappointments which hap- 
pened to them in fuch perilous travels. 
*' Relate too their deliverance from the 
*^ gloomy ftate of defpair, and their ar- 
'* rival at the objed of their wifties.'^ 

The parrot, regarding fanciful tales, 
heart-attradling anecdotes, and memoirs 
of lovers, (that would in liftening to 
them, amufe the mind, and from the fla- 
vour of which the palate of the heart 
might obtain gratification) as a mean of 
calming the anxious breaft of the prince, 
determined, that until the appearance of 
the miftrefs of his hopes and the unfold- 
ing of the bloflbms of his defires, he 
would every night narrate to him a foul- 
delighting hijftory. He trufted thus to 
affv/age his frantic mind, and give heal- 
ing 



^74 ^MttAK^AwnsH' lOKy Clu- 
ing baUkm-tx) thewonmibdf hisBieeding 
hearts to aimiie him hj rmtty^, and 
ftfderve him for die profent &am. the 
dmgsioom pttoxyiaai of iuBBtitf.. 
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CHAP XXV, 



HISTORY OF 



THE PRINCE OF FUTTUN 



AND 



THE PRINCESS MHERBANOU- 



IrlisTORiANs have related, that 
in the city of Futtun there was a mo- 
narch of heaven-like power, the fteps of 
whofe throne the higheft ikies kifled, and 



VOL. II. 



the 
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the fully like a flave^ bore the badge of 
his commands upon his fhouldcr. He 
had a fon^ beautiful as the orb of lights 
about whofe rofeate cheeks ther downy 
frcflinefs had newly put forth, and 
round his face had juft appeared a duiky 
line, as the halo round the moon. His 
ftature was as a vigorous fhrub (hot up 
in the garden of youth, and fortune had 
gladdened the afped of his ftars with the 
water of profperity. 

y£RS£« 

His per/on was clt^anthf formed^ Ske 
the vigorous cedar. 

7 he wild cyprefs^ with all its freedom^ 
was hisjlave. 

His two ruly lips^ when fmilingy Jhed 
fwBctSy and-his mouth its com)erfation diffujed 
delight. 

When 
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ff^en laughing^ he ' feattered rays of 
light frem the Pleiades. Salt from his wit 
moft pungent flowed. 

Agreeably to royal genius, adopt- 
ittg the cuftoms of Caioos and Heiko- 
baud," he fpent moft of his time in the 
chaee, and frequently amufed himfelf 
with fifhing. When mounted to pur- 
foe the game upon his wind-footed 
charger, Bharam ** of the fky, from dread 
of his arrow, fell like the ghore to the 
earth ; and when he took aim, the lion 
of the heavens funk into his net. As he 
was on a certain day diverting hitefelf 
with fifhing, luddenly a boat appeared at 
a diftance upon the waters, but the rowers 
invifible. The prince, aftoniflied at the 
motion of the bark without hands, ran 
towards it, and as he approached nearer 
faw a princely barge, moft elegantly 
ihaped and fet over with valuable jewels, 

s 2 covered 

^ Ancient Perfian kings, 
• Mars. 
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covered with a fplendid awning, and its 
deck fpread with the richeft carpets, 
You' might have fupppfed it a refplendent 
crefccnt appearing from the horizon of the 
heavens, and with celerity proceeding on 
its courfe. In it, was a moon of four- 
teen years with an afpedt like Luna in 
the full, fitting alone, with a thoufan4 
iplcndours and glories brilliant as the 
fun. Her looks were as moiftened mufk 
playing over a moon of fourteen days, 
and her eyebrows like two amber fhades 
over the cheek of the ubber'' inclining. 
With the keen glance of her piercing 
looks, ihe enfhared the fifh of the wa- 
ters, and, with the kummund of her 
enticing ringlets, feduced the world-il^. 
luming fun from the azure citadel of the 
heavens into captivity. 

VERSE. 

Gentle as the early fpring ofParadife^ Jhe 
glided lightly as the breeze over the culti- 
vation. 

Coyly 

f A flower^ but what I know not* 
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Coyly looking^ yet not with arrogance^ all 
other fair onesfeemed before her earthly^ but 
fhe formed of light. 

Her lip refembled the leaf of the moiftened 
rofe filled with fweets. 

Her eye was like the nergus afleep^ but 
in its repofe dijiurbance lay concealed. 

Earth and fea adored her as fhe pajfed. 
^l nature waited her commands. 

The prince in an inftant, from her 
keen glances, fell half dead like a fiih 
into the net of her mufk-like trefles, 
while the bark darted fwiftly as the 
breeze over the waters. His attendants, 
who were employed in fiihing, had not 
feen the caufer of his diftrefled jfituation, 
which on beholding, they fuppofed to 
proceed from the exceflive heat of the 
fun> and fprinkled rofe-water upon his 
face. When no relief accrued from that, 

s 3 fancying 
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fancying him poflefled by a demon^ Atf 
had recourie to Jeamed men, not know« 
ing that he was {mitten by a Peri. 
Deeply as the (kill of the wife tried for a 
remedy, they remained in the maze of 
helpIefThefs, no favom^Ie change ap- 
peared in his condition, but he rather 
became worfe; fo that at length all 
agreed in opinion that he was diftradted. 
The king, much grieved at this, confblt- 
cd philofojrfiers and wife men ; but much 
as thefe explo r e rs of truth and ipecoladfts 
in wifdom tried medicines according to 
the recipes of the eaftem and weftem 
fchools, the hand of fkill did not in the 
leaft arrive at the fkirt of hope. Their 
applications had no effeft, nor could 
their fingers count the pulfe of his con- 
dition. True it is, that the pain of love 
cannot be cured by the medicines of the 
phyfician. 

When no means of relief appeared, 
and all the faculty laid their hands upon 

the 
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the ground of inability, the heart of the 
king, in forrow for his Ton, burnt like a 
grain of fuppund on the fire of defpair. 
In order, if poffifale, to procure a remedy, 
he iiTued a proclamation, that *^ who- 
ever could esctinguifh the flames of 
calamity in the mind of the prince, 
fhould be rewarded by a fourth part 
f* of the revenues of the kingdom.** 
This declaration was publifhed through- 
out the empire; in confequence of 
which every perfon extending the hand 
of endeavour according to his ability, 
explored the path of fearch after a cure. 

The prime vizier's fon, who in the 
feafon of childhood had been the fchool- 
fellow and companion of th^ prince, and 
in every way enjoyed his confidence fincfc 
their manhood, oti hearing of his melan- 
choly' ftate, haftened to vifit him. He 
beheld the rofes of his cheeks faded, and 
the feal of filence fixed on the cafket of 
his mouth, and that, a ftranger to him- 

34 felf 
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felf and friends^ he lay reftlefs on the 
bed of delirium. 

The vizier's fbn, having felt the pulfe 
of his fituation with the finger of {kill, 
removed all perfons from the chamber, 
and in privacy enquired his condition, 
^yi^gj " Ah ! my dear prince, lift up 
•* the cover of concealment from the 
" urn of fecrefy, and lay open thy heart* 
'* Tell me, from the bow of what inr 
'' fidePs eyebrow an arrow hath pierced 
" thy breaft, and what cruel fpoiler hath 
plundered the treafure of thy undcr- 
ftanding. Should fhe be the Venus 
** of the heavens, I can bring her down 
headlong to the earth ; or if a winged 
Peri foaring in the firmament, by 
the charms of my fkill, I can place her 
in the phial of thy controul. 
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'* Though Jhe be as a /park hidden in th§ 
*' flinty I can J or u her out like thefieeL 

« Be 
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" Btjhe as a Uri andJhouU mount the 
'' air^ my talons can feize her in her fight.'* 

When the words of his friend ftrucfc 
the ear of the prince, he inftantly opened 
his eyes, and having related his adven- 
ture, requcfted his afliftance. The vizier's 
ion, having girded faft round him the 
girdle of confideration, faid, *' I have 
" from the age of infancy planted the 
fhrub of thy fervice in the borders of 
my heart, and ftrewed the gems of 
my life in the path of thy ranfoni. 
While the gold of animation fhall re- 
main in the purfe of my body, I will 
not withhold my head from Ay fer- 
vice, nor depart an hair's breadth 
'* from the line of thy authority, in 
" whatever thy wifdom fhall command/' 

The prince, from fuch friendly af^ 
furances and fympathizing encourage- 
ment, found much relief to his burfting 
heart, and arifing from the mufnud of 

faintnefs^ 
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fiuntnefs^ faid^ ^^ My plan is^ in any 
** way that offers^ to convey myfelf to 
" the country of my charmer. If, by 
^^ the afiiftance of my ftarsj a union with 
^* her can be obtainedj it is well ; if not, 
to refign life as an ofiering in the 
path of a beloved objeft, is preferable 
** to the fovereignty of the feven re- 
^ gions of the globe.'* 

The expedition being fettled> the 
prince, accompanied by his friend^ tak- 
i;ig a fum of money and £bme valuable 
jewels, placing the hand of hope on the 
ftrong cord of refignation, and chufing 
exile from his country, departed, with- 
out fignifying his intention to others. 
He purfued his route, eagerly as the 
breeze, along the banks of the lake where 
the gilded crefcent of the full moon of 
the fky of fafcination had darted along 
the firmament of {wiftnefs. Agreeably 
to the maxim, that the refolved on travel 
dread not precipices or caverns, winding 

the 
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the paths of mountains attd defarts, bo 
made light of the uneveniiefe of the 
road and inconveniences of the Way. In 
the foul-melting wildernefs, in place of 
refrefliment, he fed on longihg for his 
miftrefs^ and with naked body, weeping 
eyes, and tortured heart, hurried on^ 
wards. 

The prince and vizier's fon had ad- 
vanced, in the manner above defcribedi 
fbme diftance, when they perceived from 
afar a perfon haftening on the wings of 
fpeed, as if ftriving to join them. When> 
after much endeavour, he came near, the 
vizier's fon faid, " Who art thou, what 

* is thy profeffion, and where goeft 
^ thou in fuch hafte ?" He replied^ 
M am a fifherman, who frequently 
^ caught fifh for the kitchen of the 
^ king, and now that our prince, chuf- 
' ing exile from his country, wanders 

* on the banks of the river, former 

* obligations urged, that, taking leave 

'' of 
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•* of my family^ I fhould attend him. In 
" my mind is a very wonderful property, 
*' for, if a traveller has pafled either by 
«* land or water fix months before, I 
^^ can without hefitation or trouble mark 
*^ his track, know who and where he 
« is/' 

The prince from this occurrence 
being enlivened with the wine of delight, 
r^arded the arrival of the young fifher- 
man as an important blefling, and faid, 
•* Knoweft thou whether htdy any 
'^ perfon has pafled over thefe waters ?*^ 
When the fifherman had for a fhort time 
caft the eye of attention over the river, 
he exclaimed, ^* My fkill informs me, 
" that a bark without the help of row- 
'^ ers has pafled along with great fwift- 
*' nefs." Upon this, the prince looking 
upon the young man's company as an 
omen of fuccefs, already faw his cup 
overflowing with the wine of accom- 
plifliment, and, in exerting the efforts of 

fpeed. 
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rpeed^ became loofe-reined as wind erf 

lightning. 

When they had advanced a little 

farther, they faw a middle aged perfon* 

running fo iwiftly, that the breeze could 

not reach hini> who flackened his pace ses 

he approached, and at length . joindd 

company. They afked him, '^ Whence 

^' doft thou come, and what is thy* ob- 

*' je<a?" He replied; " I come from 

5* the city of Futtun, and intend to ac- 

" company your party. I am a earppn-^ 

" ter, a mafter of my trade, and moft 

" exquifitely {killed in the art of joineryj 

" My chifel executes the woi4?;. of the 

," pencil of Mani, and the ftrokes of my 

y axe laugh . to fcom the images of 

" Azor^"* From a block of wood I 

" can carve fo beautiful a ftatue> that 

" the lovers of Khilje, like Ferhaad, 

^« ftiallto it facrifice the jewel of life 5 

" and 

^ Aa eminent carver of idols, faid 1 in the 
iCoraun to be father to Abraham. 
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^ tnd I can contnve ibch an degant pa- 
** vilion, that the dwellers in the palaces 
'^ of Paradife would haften to (towauT) 
<< adore it. I can, by the finoodiing of 
^ my plane, Hx give the poHfli of % mir- 
f^ rar to a boavd, that fugajveatii^ 
^ panpts fliall open tkeir nuMtdus in 
^ pmife. 

- •* *Biil my excetling piece of work- 
^ flfiaiifliip, whick tjhe Speculation of 
'^ matKematicians cannot reach^ is tiiis : 
" I tsoi hew eut-aplatfomx^tom a piece 
^* of wood, which without the aid of 
^* feathers or wings (hall foai* through 
** the air like a bird, and in the twink- 
*' ling of an eye convey any one who 
^* fits upon it to the place of his wifh, 
«^ though it be to the feventb heaven, 
** At the period, when the prince like 
*' the refplendent fun, making his au- 
** fpicious appearance from the horizon 



' A caremosy pcrfornMd by pilgrimi of waJk- 
ing and creeping roimd the temple of Mecca» 
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^^ of birth, illuminated the regions ef 
** the world with the rays of his ^ory, 
^^ atid reclined on the bofom of his hap^ 
** py-ftarred nuricj as the globe-enlight- 
*^ ening luminary on the breaft of dawn> 
*^ I made for him the royal cradle, and 
*^ in reward, received fuch a great {um, 
*' that I became a man of opulence. At 
^* the prefent crifis I wifli to return the 
^^ obfigationa of my lord's bounty, and 
'^ that, fharing in this hazardous journey^ 
** I may perform ^ fervice equal to my 
** gratitude." 

The prince, regarding the company 
of this fkilful carpenter as moft valuable^ 
cfteemed it as a mean of obtaining the 
felicitous interview with his beloved, 
and as a fure guide to the objedt of his 
defires. With the chifel of hope cutting 
off the inequalities of defpondency, he 
advanced on his journey, though the dif- 
ficulties of the way and the intricacies of 
the paths were fo great^ that at every ftep 

they 
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t}iey fell into the jawd of the alligator of 
diftrefs : on each movement, the waves 
of danger pafled over their necks, and at 
each breath the temped of peril howled 
around them. 

The fifherman> like Noah> (on whom 
be blefling) being their guide, direfted 
the ftruggler in the whirlpool of grief and 
forrow to the loft ark of iaktyy and his 
other two companions followed lys foot- 
fiep3. . For two. days and nights liad 
they trodden a burning defkrt, when.thsf 
faw a venerable fage, with white locks,- 
and of ftature bending . like the "violet, 
fittii^ at the foot of a tree, employed in 
putting together the feparated, ikeleton 
of a cow, on which he poured water. 

Immediately on fprinkling the water, 
the various blood-veflels and members re- 
united, and the flefh and fkin re-appeared 
on the decayed frame. The reality of 
jthe fcriptural revelation (^^ See how I 

reftored 



reftored the carcafe after it was fepa-^ 
rated!"') appeared in the example of 
this cow to the aftonifhed companions: 
By command of the almighty Lord of 
power, one of whofe peculiar properties 
is to raife the dead, life revifited the ani- 
mal) and inftantly ftanding up, fhe began 
to low. The truth of the facrcd text 
(" All things live by water,*') Was ex-* 
tmplificd, . 

Aftonifhment overcame the facul- 
ties of the travellers at fight of this 
miracle, and, from awe and veneration, 
tkoy ftood for fome minutes motionlefs 
as ftatues on the fpot. At length the 
vizier's fon obferved to the prince. Doubt-. 
*^ lefs this enlightened fage is the prophet 
*' Khizzer, (onwhom'bebleffings) who 
'^ holds the water of life in his palm. 
*^ Surely thy ftars muft be watchful, 
VOL. II. T ^^ and 

■ A fcntenCe from the Koraun, in a chapter 
Petitioning the mtrsnsles of oar Saviour. 
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*' and the happy fortunes of Alexander 
'^ await thee> fince in this mortal-devour- 
'^ ing defiut and death-threatening wild 
*' he has met thee. Haften, then^ and 
'^ afk relief from his liberality; prof- 
^' trate thyfelf at his feet, as poffibly 
he may take thee by the hand. Make 
the duft of his fteps a coUyrium to 
thine eyes, that the eye of thy ftar 
** may be enlightened. Lay the hand 
of entreaty upon his facred flcirts^ that 
die may relieve thee from the dark 
^ abode of forrow. " The prince con- 
fented, and with all humility having re- 
prefented the wifhes of his hearty be- 
fought him to confer the jewel of his 
defires. 

The reverend fage TOpfied, *^* O 
** young man, from me, enfeebled by 
•* age, who from exceifive <iebility can- 
** not move without the aid of a ftaff, 
*^ what can be affi)rded ?'* The prince 
exclaimed, *^ O thou feemingly weak^ 

" but 
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** but inwardly ftrong, my objeft is not 
^^ fb faintly apparent to thy mind that 
^^ I need explain it. If perchance 
** thou art Jefus, I am cert^nly expi- 
** ring in the path erf* fearch ; or art thou 
** Khizzer, I am bewildered in the road 
^* of fufpenfe. For. God's iake, fend 
** me not difappointed away^ nor with-^ 
^' hold from an humble fuppliant the 
'* look of bounty," 

- The fage replied, ** I am neither 
^^ Khizzer nor Jefus, but a frail mortal^ 
*' who has cloied his door a^nft man- 
** kind, who fhuns the fociety of men 
*^ like the wild animals, and has cut ofF 
'* all connection with the bufy ones of 
** the world. Near this fpot refides a 
** venerable and nobly-minded matron, 
proof againft the allurements of the 
age, who having ihaken her fleeve 
** over the goods of imftable fortune, 
^* and feeking retirement from popula- 
<' lion^ has fixed her abode in the wil- 

T 2 '* dcrnefs. 
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*' demdsy mtk z view to obtain future 
^' felyatioiu With her ihe has a yir« 
'^^ tuoiis daughter^ of . fottiments like 
<^ Rtbidi/ Bodi thefe heroic females 
^^ pais night and day in adoration o( 
^' the pure cUvinity, and their depend- 
'' ance for fupport was upon this cow, 
** which fuddenly a tiger killed, fo that 
^ famine ibrely opprefTed &em, and in 
** order to preferve life, Aey fed on the 
** roots of trees and plants. The Al* 
•^ mighty had beftowed on me diis wa* 
*' ter which can reanimate the dead* 
•' When in this bJood-dcvxmring defcrt, 
"^ the diftrefs of the two reclufes had 
'* reached its height, and the patience of 
** thefe ardent explorers of the paths of 
*^ truth and recliners on the pillow of 
^^ refignation had been proved at the 
*^ throne of the AU^-merciful, it was re- 
^* vealed to me, that I ihoukl fprinkk 
** the decayed and feparated bones of 

'' the 

< A celebrated femsrle devotee among the Ma* 
huiv.medans. 



•^ the cow, who would ;-ife again into 
*' exiftence from the abyfs of annihila- 
*^ tion, and become, as heretofore, the 
^* means of their fupport. Except a 
^* few drops of this water, I can afford 
^^ thee no relief, which if wanting, I 
•^ will not withhold." 



The prince exclaimed, '^ Ah ! gra- 
*^ cious fage, compaffionate my diftrefs, 
** and from thy bounty flied, like holy 
*^ Khizzer, the water of thy kindnefs 
*^ on the face of my condition* Blefs 
*^ me by thy accompaniment in this 
^^ journey, and be my guardian and 
*^ aflbciate in difficulty and in eafe ; for 
*' my heart afTures me of fuccefs by thy 
^' aufpicious prefence/' The venerable 
old man was moved by companion, and 
having afTented to his requeft, they pro- 
ceeded to explore the mazes of travel. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 



CONTINUATION OF 

The Hiftory of the Prince ofFuttun^ and the 
Princefs Mherbamu. 

W HEN the prince^ in company with 
the feeble-bodied but heavenly-minded 
fage^ had advanced fome diftance^ he arri- 
ved at a fpreft^ the air of which> like the 

vapours 
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• 

vapours of the infernal regions, was 
loathfome, and its expanfe abounding» 
like the plains of hell, in torments. The 
waters of it appeared as a boiling lake, 
from which every Inftant ofFenfive fteams, 
availing the fenfe, diftraded the brain. 
The trees were full of poifon as th? 
noxious flings of ferpents; and the 
herbage, like fnakes diftilling venom. 
Hell burnt with the fire of fhame at 
b^ing put in companion with fuch hor- 
rors, and the frozen zone was doubly 
chilled with fcorn at being likened to 
fuch a region* 

VERSE. 

The reptiUs in Us caverns were fcorpions 
and fnakes i the animals of its receffes wer^ 
tigers andlions% 

The paths were obflruRed by brakes of 
tangling briars^ and every fiep was hazard^ 
ens from moving fands. 

T 4 ^he 
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7he way was heaped with the bones of 
traveller Sy fo that the heart melted away tkrf 
dread of meeting demons \ and eviry now and 
then the chilling blaft benumbed the faffengers. 

At beholding this horror-creating 
fecne, fortitude deferted the prince's 
mind, and alarm overpowered his facul- 
ties ; his companions alfo fhook with 
dread, Hke the reedj and from fear, 
large drops of fweat trickled from their 
foreheads. 

The prince at \tn^ addrefled the 
fage, faying, ^^ What place is this of 
*' fuch horror and peril, and why is it 
*^ fo dreadful, that from its noifome va- 
*^ pour the fire of hell feemsto fhrink 
*^ like water, and, in comparifon with 
*^ its terrors, the tortures of the damned 
'' todiminifli?'* 

The truth-difcerning fage, who had 
travelled the globe, replied, " This 

^* quarter 
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quarter is the abode of an Afreet/ 
fupcrior of his kind, named Hullul,'' 
" of monftrous fize, ftrength, and fa- 
*^ vage fiercenefs, who has deftroyed 
*« numbers, and devoured a world. In 
** thefe parts every city and village, 
*^ from the rage of his cruelty, has be- 
*^ come defolate; and the people of 
** thefe countries, one and all, have been 
** the prey of his voracioufnefs. At 
*^ prefent, fhould you explore through a 
" tradt of one hundred ferfungs, you 
" will not find a man round this un- 
** lucky fpot, nor perceive a veftige of 
the flag or antelope j for them, as 
well as mankind, he has devoured. 
He often breaks' his fafl with a tiger 
*^ or a wolf, and can fwallow an ele- 
*^ phant at a morfel. Wherever you may 
look around this wild, you will per- 
ceive no figns of population ; for the 
^^ bats and owls have taken pofTeffion of 

'' the 

" A fpccies of demon. 
^ Angtici Devaftation. 
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*' the cities^ and ravens and crows occu- 
'^ py the gardens. To pais over this 
*' man-devouring wildemeis is impof- 
«' fible, unlefs the exiftence of this im- 
«' pure Afreet be caft upon the du& of 
<' annihilation.*' 

The prince replied, " Father, thou 
*' art certainly the wifeft among us ; 
*' devife, therefore, fome plan by which 
this grievous impediment, or rather 
mountain of calamity, may be remov- 
*' ed from our paflagp." " It is the 
" regular cuftom of the Afreet,*' an- 
fwcred the experienced fage, " during 
the fortnight in which the moon is 
incrcafing her light, to employ him- 
felf in hunting excurfions, when he 
" devours all animals and men that fall 
" in his way ; but in the fourteen days 
of her decreafe, he fleeps without 
once opening his eyes. In this ftatc 
he may be attacked, and eafily hurled 
** into the cavern of death ; but when 

^' awake. 
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*' awake, fliould a world confederate, to 
'' overcome him would be impoflible." 

When they counted the day of the 
month, they found that the moon's 
fplendour, being hidden in the mouth of 
the three-headed ferpent, kept mortals 
in expedtation of her appearance. The 
prince, regarding the remaining day as 
the new moon of his profperity, and the 
fleep of the Afreet as the wakefulnefs of 
his ftars, efteemed the opportunity preci- 
ous, and defired affiftance of his com- 
panions to deftroy the curfed tyrant; but 
no one dared to advance the fteps of 
courage on the plain of enterprize. Each 
pleiding his profeffion, looked up to the 
vizier's fon, feying, " Every one of us 
*^ is diftinguiflied by a peculiar flcill 
'^ which he can exercife, when neceflary, 
*' to advantage; but the defeat of an 
** enemy particularly depends on the 
'* wife policy of a vizier." 

The 
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The vizier's fbn perceiving that his 
declining the undertaking would be 
efteemed as cowardice and felfi/hne/s^ 
refblved on encountering deftruftion^ 
and with all fpirit and valour taking 
upon himfelf the expedition, was dif- 
mifled by the prince. Befeeching the 
aid of divine protedtion, (the fureft re- 
medy to the afflidions of the wretched^ 
and reftorer of the affairs of the diftrefled) 
and fixing the hand of hope on the ftrong 
cord of refignation, which is the beft 
guardian of the wanderers in the plain of 
difficulty and peril, he fpeeded towards 
the field of danger. 

When he had proceeded feme dlC- 
tance, he beheld a palace, whofe walls 
feemed to touch the clouds, and its bat- 
tlements to foar above the fkies. From 
fear of the Afreet he flruck into the 
furrounding woods, advanced cautioufly^ 
and having reached the gateway unper- 
ceived, entered with fo light a flep, that 

the 
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the found of his foot penetrated not 
even his own ear. He now, howeverji^ 
trembled like the reed with fear, his 
bofom feemed to melt like water from 
alarm, his heart to divide, and his gall tq 
diflblve away^ 

Suddenly appeared in the comer of 
the court a beautiful damfel, delicate as 
thei rofe, at whofe beauty a peri wpuld^ 
be fafcinated, and to whofe charms the 
hoor would facrifice life. The heart burnt 
iike a grain of fuppund on the fire of her 
cheek, the dark mole of which overcame 
patience and underftanding, and life and 
heart -fell a prey to the piercing glances 
of her eyes. The vizier's fon, at fight 
of the garden of her beauty, became con- 
founded like the love-ftricken nightin- 
gale, and he flood motionlefs as a ftatue* 

The cyprefs of the garden of excel- 
lence gracefully advanced near, and 
ihedding from the ruby caiket of her 

lips 
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lips the pearls of fpeech, laid, *« Ah! 
** thou ignorantly devoted to death, 
'^ knoweft thou not, that this place is 
^* the abode of a blood-devouring Afreet, 
'* where the bird dare not expand his 
** wings, or the fly prefurae to hum? 
** Wherefore haft thou placed thy feet in 
** the jaws of the alligator, and wilfully 
^ caft thyfelf into the fnare of death, 
«< unlefs thou art fatiated with life, and 
" become weary of exiftence?" 

The youth replied, ^' O thou angei- 
like fair one, I have a difficult objeA 
in view, and am engaged in a moft 
important undertaking ; but inform 
me, how thou (before whofe fpring- 
^* like beauty the rofe is of lefs eftima- 
** tion than the moon, and in comparifon 
** with whofe dazzling brightnefs, the 
•^ moon is voidof fplendour; haft been en- 
^' fnared into the company of this Afreet, 
*^ and haft reconciled thy heart to the 
^ fociety of fuch a monfter. Alas ! that 

" the 
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** the rofc fhould aflbciate with the 
*' thorns but apparently, thou haft a 
*^ view to policy in fuch conduA." The 
hoori-formed maiden, on hearing thefe 
words, having dropped fhowers of 
moift pearls from her ubbeer-like 
eyes on the rofes of her cheeks^ open- 
ed her lips in reply and f^d : 

•*' I was once a flower in the garden 
of royalty, and as a choice pearl in an 
imperial cafket. My queen mother 
named me Peri-nuzzade,* and my 
*' royal father had betrothed me to a 
^^ youthful fovereign ftiled Manochere, 
^^ who received tribute from powerful 
*' fultauns, and had wrefted crowns from 
" the heads of mighty princes. This 
*' Afreet, having firft gradually devoured 
*' the inhabitants of our dominions, ex- 
•^ tended the hand of voracioufnefs upon 
•'f the capital, and after fome time, when 
^^ no himian being remained in the city 

" or 

* AKgliciy fuch as a peri never bore. 
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or its environs^ entered the royal pa^ 
lace> where he difpatched one by one 
to the cave of annihilation the jafmine* 
** faced> filvcr-bodied maidenSi who were 
*^ wont to look with contempt on the 
*' funbul-coloured fhunblead,^ and de- 
^' voured the moon-cheeked damfels^ 
*' who in the pride of beauty, regarded 
^' the globe-illuming fun as their flave, 
^^ and eileemed the nergus and the fofun 
♦« as without eye or tongue.' At laft no 
*^ per(bn8 remained in the imperial 
** haram but the fultaun and myfelf i 
when the favage Afreet, having en- 
tered, feized him like a fparrow, and 
having difpatched the nightingale of 
his foul to the gardens of paradife, 
'^ brought me by force to this life-deftroy- 
" ing wildernefs ? 

VERSE* 

f A flower. 

» The nergus and fofun are in Perfian poetry 
compared with the eye and tongue. Richardson 
tranflates them narciffus and lily. Jt is impofliblc 
for a European to difccrn thcjuftncfs of the com* 
parifon, until we know the botany of Periia. 
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VERSE. 
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^he ruinating hail^Jlones beat upon 
** the gar deny and not a leaf remained upon 
** the ro/e-trees, 

** The moon of royalty feU from thehea* 
** vensy and the ftately typrefs lay proftrate 
** in the grove. 

" Cruel fortune has humbled me in the 
*' dufty and the blaft of autumn withered my 
*' opening fpring. 

** Inform mc now, wherefore haft 
^^ thou fought thy own deftruftion, and 
*^ wilfiiUy approached the maw of the 
*' dragon?" 



vot. II. u CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 



CONTINUATION OP 

J%^ Hifiory of the Prince of Fuittm and the 
Princefs Mherbanou^ 

JL HE Vizier's fon relatted his ad- 
ventures, and informed her of his pro- 
jedti when the princefs, fmiling, faid, 

« Alas ! 
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^' Alas ! thou HoodHdevoted youth, thy 

«« weak ability never can accompliftL fo 

'* arduous a bufinefs ; for, who ever 

*^ heard of the mountain's removal by 

** the effort3 of a blade of grafs ? or 

^' of the elephant being tumWe4 to the 

*^ earth by the ftrength of a fly ? Haft- 

'^ en then, while thou baft powqr, and 

^* fly far otff, nor vainly constat with 

^' death." 

The youth rfeplied, " Sun-refplen- 
dent princefs, though thy he^-con- 
foling adag€ accords with far-fighted 
f^ caution, yet it frequently occurs that, 
/' under the avrfpices of wife poUcy-, 
'^ great objedts are efFeAed by weak 
" nian, and the feeble ant, with the 
*^ affiftance of ftratagem, may overcome 
*^ the mountain-fized elephant. If thou 
*^ wouldft be my guide, and point out 
*^ the way, I may fuccced in the under- 
*^ taking." 

u 2 The 
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The princefs faid, " His death can 
** only be cfFefted in the following man- 
•* ner; if you can convey a black bee, 
" whofc wings and feet arefmeared with 
honey, to the Afreet's noftril^ it wiB 
itch, and he will fneezc with great 
*' violence i when, fhould the infeA fill 
^* out, he will inftandy tear thee itt 
** pieces, or crumble thee to duft ; but 
•' if it reach his brain, and penetrate, he 
*^ will immediately die." 

The vizier's fon exclaimed, «' Fear 
' not, for I dread not my own death, 
^ and will attempt this adventure. If 
^ by thy aufpicious contrivance the de- 
* ftruftion of this villainous Afreet fhall 
' be accomplifhed, I fliall have freed 
^ the world from a calamity : on the 
^ contrary, I fhall be a (acrifice to the 
fafety of my patron.*' Having (aid 
this, he committed himfelf to the pro- 
teAion of God, and covering his head 

with 
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with the fliield of refignation, proceeded 
to the chamber of the monfter. 

On his entrance, he beheld a black 
demon, heaped on the ground like a 
mountain, with two large horns upon his 
head, and a long probofcis, faft afleep. 
In his head the divine Creator had join- 
ed the likenefles of the elephant and 
wild bull. His teeth grew out as the 
tufks of a boar, and all over his 
monftrous carcafe hung fhaggy hairs, 
like thofe of the bear. The eye of 
• mortal-born was dimmed at his appear- 
ance, and the mind, at his horrible form 
and frightful figure, was confounded . 

VERSE. 

• He was an Afreet^ creattdfrom mouth to 
foot by the wrath of God. 

His hair like a bear^s^ his teeth like a 
boards. No one ever btheldfuch a monfter. 

u 3 Crook* 
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Crtohhacked and crdbhd'facedy himtgfd 
le fcented at the difianct rf a thoufani 
ferfungs. 

His noftrils were like the ovens of brick- 
burners^ and his mouth refembkd the vat ofe 
fyr. 

The vizier *s fon, (though at fight of 
this inountain-like monfter he fhuddftrcd 
at his hideoufnefs) fixing die hand of 
itbpe on the ftrong hold of divine fevour, 
bound faft the girdle of entbrpri/e round 
the loins of valour, and by direfHon of 
the princcfs having taken up a bee from 
a plant, approached the face of the 
Afreet. For an inftant, with the ken of 
examination and flrift obfervance, he 
watched the afpiration and refpiration 
of this impure creature. When his 
breath came forth, from its vehemence 
the duft rofe up as in a whirlwind, fb as 
to leave a chafm in the earth ; and when 
he drew it in, chaiF, fand, and pebbles, 

from 



from the diftaiioe of foixie yardsj Were 
attrafted to his noftrilsr 

The young hero, having fmeared the 
bee with honey, placed it in.thc noftril 
erf* the Afreet at the inftant of i«(pirarion> 
and) retiping to a diftance^ eoncealed' 
himfelf in a thicket. The nionfter 
dmoil Inftantianeoiifly arofe, . and with a 
viblenoe thtt made the hills refound, 
fii^zed, but M^thout eSoSk, as luckily the 
hee had penetrated his brain. Groans 
now pixK:eeded from him» and writhing 
ib agony, he bellowed fo, that trembling 
febted the tow of the earth/ and the 
fcven ftories^ of the globe ihook. After 
a.il|ort interv^ delirium feizedhim, and 
he began to pun to and fro- with frantic 
irage from esaefs of pain ein-every quar- 
ter, teiring up the trees^ and hurling 
ki^ pieces of the rocks,. tilJ at lengdi 

= .u 4 the 

* According Iq o^ie Hindoa tradition/ the earth 
is fupporied by a cow. 
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the bafis of his life was overthrown, atuT 
the tree of his exiftence rooted up. 



The vizier's fan, in thanki^iving for 
the accomidiihment of this important 
af&ir^ and the drying up of the waters of. 
fo dangerous a fca, having proftrated the 
forehead of humiliation at the throne of 
the Abnighty;, Speeded like the zephyr to 
bear the perfume of dawning fucceft to 
the prince, whoie bofom expanded at the 
joyful tidings, like the bloflbm from the 
wavings of the gale. Having embraced 
the vizier's fbn, he killed bis hands and 
forehead, and going with him to the 
Afreet's palace, firft viiited Peri-nuzzade, 
after which he lurveycd the misfhapen 
monfter, fallen like a rock from its bafe. 
Praifing the courage and wife policy of 
the vizier's fon, he bowed the head of 
fubmiffion in grateful thanks to the om- 
nipotent, who can by the weak ant 
humble the pride of the ferpent, and 
fcatter the brains of an elephant by means 

of 
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of the feeble fly. Taking with him the 
beautiful princefs, who had come into his 
pofleffion by fuch an unexpefted fuccefs 
and heaven-beftowed vidory, he again 
meafured the path of his defigns. 



CHAP; 
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CHAP. XXVIIL 



CONTINUATION OF 



^he Hijlory of the Prince of FtUtun and 
the Prince/s Mherbanm. 

W HEN the prince, having left 
this dangerous wildernefs with viftory 
and iuccefs, had travelled fome days' 

journey. 
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joumeyi a great city, ndcrhed with ina^ 
nificeftit buildings^ appeared iti vitw^, 
upon which^ in hdpes that after fach 
painful toil and hasiardous paf&ge^ thm* 
the perilous haunts of evil genii ^add 
wild heaftoi he ihduld once more reach 
population, he, like the flower, nufed 
his head from the collar of gladnefs> 
and, as^ the turtle*davc in a^grove of 
cyprefe, uttered the symphony of ihmM^ 
giving. Committing his flepd ^ t& die 
path of expedition, he advanced fpeoHtf 
to the gate, tifirough which he beheM a 
city of iuch extent and grandeur, that 
Canaan would have owned itfelf ihf^rlMr 
to its fmidleft ftreet, and, in compariibn 
with its humbleft edifice, the palaces c£ 
Caefar and pavilion of Nomaan ^ fhnink 
into contempt. The houfes Were elc^ 
gantly arranged ai the eyebrows of 
moon-fhining damfeb, and the mianret^ 
juftly proportioned as the flature of the 
beautiful of juft heigjit. The buildings 

of 

^ A famous king of Arabia* 



ZT^ Of foul-deiigh 
^he /hadow, howeverf o 

the mirror of the eye,, 
wtants appear. 

The prince, on perc< 

^^^, became en 

Cham of alarm, and frc 

^^ difpatched his co^ 

*«*e„tqu^e«ofthec 

^•^ thn,ugh the market 

^^n^igHt cxpion. the 

M^ch « they walked abo 

wed aU parts with the k 

_.atwasmorewonderf„r,% 
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eatables and drinkables^ apparel^ beds, 
culinary apparatus, &c. were Co arranged, 
that you would have fuppofed the occu- 
piers had only moved to diiFerent cham- 
bers of the dwellings. Upon this, 
dread feized the minds of all, and appre- 
henfion prevailed, left the city might be 
the abode of Afreets, or the refidence of 
Peries, and fbme calamity occur. They 
were confounded, and in great alarm 
returning, informed the prince of the 
ftrange appearance of the city. 

The prince obferved, ** Certainly the 
" population of this capital muft have 
" been deftroyed by the Afreet HuUul ; 
'* clearing, therefore, the pages of our 
" hearts from dread, and the retirement 
" of our minds from apprehenfion, let us 
" examine the royal palace, as there, 
" either a ghole or human being may 
^^ meet us." When they entered the 
edifice, they found it empty; but the 
buildings were moft magnificent, and the 

gardens 
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gardens in high bloom and fragrance, fb 
fhat, tempted by the heauty of the place, 
the fine views and elegant pavilions 
(cattered here and there, they walked on, 
till they came to a moSt fplendid hall, 
after admiruig which, they paHed thro* 
ihady aUies adorned with fountains^ till 
It Iwgth they ftsichsd the royal haram. 

• • • • ■ 

The princess Peri-nuzzade now fud 
4ciily began to lament, after the manner 
of moumprs^ and flied icorching tears 
from the veils of her eyes upon her pallid 
cheeks: The prince, aftonifhed at the 
iudden<:haqge in her appearance, fuipecSy 
ed that fome injury had happened to her 
from the fiery fpirits that might have 
taken up their abode in thefe defolated 
manfions^ as he could not divine any 
other reafon for her complaints. 

The gentle princefs, beautiful as 
Venus, though from the agitations of 
ibrrow and diArefs of grief Ihe had 

fcarcely 
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Scarcely the power of utteranc^j yet »• 
garded the dues of rdped to theprinop^ 
and faid, " O xiief of royalty tod dif- 
** penfer of glory to the crown and 
dirone^ whofe aofpicioxis footftep gives 
dignity to the empire of the woii:14» 
<^ the caufe of my emotion and lamentar 
** tion is this. The fhrub ofmy exift«> 
ence was nurtured by the air andwgtw 
of this garden, where now, inAead of 
'^ the melody of the nightingale and 
Azzar, the hootmg of the owl and 
** £cream of the bat greet the car* In 
'^ this heaven-refembliog palace was I 
" cheriihed, amid thoufands of endeat^ 
^^ ments and luxuries, on the couch 
*' of profperity 5 but now, alas ! ruin 
hatters upon its walls and gates. 
When the remembrance of all my 
former enjoyments, die glory of my 
** ftate and attendance, and of tie fid- 
" taun who, Kke thephcenix^ ij)read the 
'^^ Shadow of bounty over a world, oc- 
^f curred to my mind, and here I faw no 

*' traces 
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** traces remaining, the wounds of my 
^^ ioul opened- afrefh, and the flood of 
" gnef ifluedfrommybreaft/' 

• 

The prince upon hearing this afton- 
iihing and afflifting narrative, accom- 
-paniedbythe heart-tending complaints 
of Peri^nuzzade, was much afiefted. 

« • • • 

Pourii^ over her unfortunate condition 
an ofiering of peariy tears from the cafket 
of his eyes, and impelled by a compaf- 
•fionate difpofition, he ufed every means 
of eonfolation, drying with his own 
•hand the fcorching drops from her glow- 
ing cheeks. He then, with great ten- 
demefs leading her to another quarter, 
endeavoured to divert her forrowful 
mind by turning her attention to the 
flowers in various parterres, the won- 
derful paintings on the ceilings, the ele- 
gant carving on the arches, and the 
mofaic ornaments of the windows of the 
apartments they paffed through j till at 
laft, on entering a fplendid chamber, 

they 
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they to their furprize beheld a beautiful 
youth in royal apparel, and. a crown up- 
on his head, repofing upon the bed of 
death, as if juft fallen afleep. Peri- 
nuzzade, at fight of her beloved Mano- 
chere in this condition, like the plaintive 
turtle-dove over the fallen cyprefs, heav- 
'ed heart-rending fighs from her bofom, 
then fhrieking aloud, tore her mulky 
trefles, and wounded her rofeate cheeks 
with the nails of defpair ; till at length 
falling like a withered flirub upon the 
earth, fhe became convulfed and groaned 
fo piteoufly, that the nightingale was 
ihoctesd at her fituation, and the rofe-bud 
ihrunk with fympathy at her woes. 

\ . ■ VERSE. 

The fun fo bewailed her forrows^ thai 
. thejkifs became fad at his grief 

Even the rock was fo affeSled with her 

r 4 

Mffansy that it reddened and became cornelian. 

Her vdlsoas rent rt ^eces by herflru^- 
gksywUle the tears flowed down her cheeks. 
VOL. II.. . . . w. Some- 



Smilimisjh *as ngkaiei likt $he r$f§^ 

• The prince aad bis comp«iuo&s join- 
ed in her hmentationsi ib that die cry 
of mourning reibunded through the dol^ 
fill snanfi<Kin» At kngtk the prince^ rer 
coUe&ing himielf, addxefTed the Meiliahr 
like iage^ iayinga *^ Foe heaven'a £dKe 
^ affift thit vnfortondte ftniggler ia the 
*^ eddies of dtef]>ondene7» aad with the 
^< water oi life venoviifee the ^mhanrflid 
*^ ftoresofhcrhojpe.'* 

TheyirtiKma and Kluzter-Ube old 
manj complying with the orders of the 
prince^ opened the cover of his phial^ 
and having firft uttered the woids Bif- 
millah/ which are the talifinan of die 
treafures of bounty^ and the expanders 
of the portals of fiiccefs, poured a few 
drops upon the head of the dead prince* 
Thcough the power of the felf-exifting 

£tenttd^ 

® In the iiixne 6f God. 
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fitcmaJ, Beflow'eroif lifci. Creator of the 
•world, who fri>m the whiripopl of chaoS: 
cdfl all things upon the fhoreof exiftenpe^ 
the youth inftantjy opening his eyes 
from the fleep of death, began to look 
around* When he perceived Peri^nuz- 
^uadt, who ftood lilce a lamp at his bedr- 
^de, from the impulie of ailoni&ment, 
^e nightifigsde of his fpeech became 
melodious with the exclamation of Sul> 
•bftun OotJaJi t** and with «Koefs of joy 
fcurried from the path of fenfe, he was 
fiear being bewildered in the n^azes of 
delirium. When <m one-fide he few the 
prince, who with four otlier perfons 
ftroked their beards in thanfcfgiying, he 
then examined himfelf, and perceiv-ed 
<iiftt 1^ hair of his head and his nails 
were ^rown .unufkally long ; but he could 
ftot account lor itjf or divide the wonder- 
fill accident that had occurred. Remedi- 
le(s, after being ittvolvod in the difquiet- 
mg ocean of eorgeiftiM*e, and difturbing 
fea. of fpeculation, h^ ai»douQy enquired. 

w 2 what 

* Glorified be God f 
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what had happened; when the rafe- 
formed^ perie beauteous princefs^ draw- 
ing afide the veil from the face of events, 
informed him of every circumftance. 

Manochere with rapture clafped in 
dofe embrace the cyprefs of the garden 
of beauty i they both wept at the re- 
membrance of their paft misfortunes, and 
from ecftacy of prefcnt blifs, which after 
fo many trials they now enjoyed, fcat- 
tered liquid pearls from the cafkets of 
their eyes at each other's feet. Then 
bowing the foreheads of gratitude be- 
fore the prince, they thanked him for 
his ineftimable bounty and deliverance. 
Manochere exclaimed, " O thou Mefliah- 
like reftorer of life, it is clear that fuch 
obligation, as conferred by thy excel- 
lent felf upon me, funk into the 
" cavern of death, no one has ever 
experienced from the beginning of 
creation to the prefent time of this 
*' ancient world. To repay fuch favour 
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